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EXPERIENCE OUTDOOR LIFE’ NETWORK 
INSTEAD OF JUST WATCHING IT. 
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Jeep 


THERE’S ONLY ONE 


JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE Why only watch when you can do? That’s the beauty of Jeep Grand Cherokee. With its legendary 


four-wheel drive capability, it can go almost anywhere. And, with front and rear solid axles and 195 horsepower, it can even get to 


those hard-to-reach places. You know, places that have never been seen on TV. For info, call 1-800-925-JEEP or visit www.jeep.com. 


Always use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and under. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 
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DANCER FLEET” 
AMENITIES & FEATURES: 


e Evening turndown bed service 
© Morning coffee service to your cabin 


© Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 











© Hair dryers (except Sea & Antares) 3 
¢ Gourmet dining with morning & afternoon snacks ea 
© Fresh room towels daily & towels after every dive g 
© Dive platform assistance 2 
© Daily E-6 processing r 
¢ 24-hour a day service from our £ 

professional crew ve 
© Air conditioning throughout staterooms and 2 

all common areas (Antares - staterooms only) E 
¢ Private ensuite bathrooms re 
© Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star) S 
© Audio/video entertainment centers £ 
® Photo and video labs with light & work tables £ 


© Open air sundecks w/covered areas 

¢ Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 

© Rigid deco bars (except Sun Il & Antares) 


© Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 


PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 


© Airport transfers 

*® Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 
@ Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 
© Up to four or five dives daily 

e Filled tonks, weights and weightbelt 
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just wait Hil ‘ - fsa 


Check-out our Internet Site at: 
www.peterhughes.com 
for periodic specials! 


5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 
Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ® Fax: 305-669-9475 


1-800-9-DANCER ce 


Remembering the victims e-mail: dancer@peterhughes. com 
Of Hurricane {ris 


On SS 740 od 5 oO 





4 


¢ Grand Turk * Providenciales * Galapagos Islands * Los Roques °* Silver Bank © Palau * Papua New Guinea ° Bali 











. ry 
Neal Watson s , 
Undersea Adventures p ATH AS é 
With more than 30 years experience of diving and operating successful dive resorts, Neal Watson 
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experience the ultimate these destinations have to offer: The Bahamas, St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Bonaire, Belize, Mexico and beyond, all at a price that will make you say.... 


Experience the best in diving right now. 
Call immediately to book your dive vacation. 
In the US and Canada Call Toll Free at 


1-800-327-8150 


E-mail us: info@nealwatson:conr 
Get information 24 hours ag: 








NEAL WATSON'S 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


WALKER’S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


Walker's Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 





Experience of Diving 


AQUA DIVE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 








Pacatede: on snasertnlss eave. Belize at ‘the 
Sunbreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26-42 foot 
boats stands ready to service your dive vaca- 
tion. Local Diving & Snorkeling © Turneffe 
Atoll Blue Hole « PADI resort, referral, scuba 
instructions & Open water certifications. 

8 day, 7 night packages starting at $599.00 
(800) 641-2994  belize@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/belize.html 


Land Shark ssa 
Resort-Nassau 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


, 
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Nassau’s only dedicated dive hotel. Unlimited 
tanks for shore dives up to four dives a day. 
Shark Dives! All inclusive room, meals, local 
beer & rum punch. Activities for non-divers 
NAUI/Universal Referral Facility. Digital 
Underwater Photography Center. 3 day, 2 
night all inclusive dive packages starting at 
N01 010010 (31010) CPA eared fol 
Landshark@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/nassau.html 


ST. LUCIA 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES peretahe! PX 5 
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minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker’s cea a ee island resort, home of ESPN’s 
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Stay four or more nights and 
get your open water qualifying dives, 


or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 


absolutely free! 


SEB EW SAN Tela 
$396 pp double occupancy 


¢ Deluxe Air-conditioned Room 

* Room Taxes & Gratuities 

* 3 Dives Daily 

* Complimentary Arrival and Departure 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 

* Breakfast/Dinner Daily 








WALKERS Cay 


Toll Free US 


800-513-5257 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 





HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABaCO, BAaHaMas 


° e-mail: walkers @ nealwatson.com 
¢ internet: htto://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 


AANADU 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 









Xanadu Undersea Adventures, Freeport 


" Bahamas - Offers up to four dives daily includ- 


St. Lucia's premier dive operation located at 
the exclusive TikKaye Village offers easy div- 
ing on lushly covered walls of colorful 
sponges and corals. 8 day, 

7 night packages start at $880.00. 

Email: stlucia@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.html 


ing night dives, wrecks, hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our private 
beach, pool & tennis. We’re minutes from 
golf, casino & shopping. 3 day, 2 night pack- 
ages Starting at 165.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.html 
Email: xanadu@nealwatson.com 





SCUBA BIMINI 
DIVE CENTER 





Scuba Bimini Dive Center, Bimini Bahamas — 
Just a few short miles across the Gulfstream, 
but a world away. Wrecks, reefs and walls, 
tons of outstanding Marine life, located at 
newly remodeled hotel with restaurant and 


bar. PADI dive instructors on staff. 
2 night packages starting at 234.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.html 
Email: bimini@nealwatson.com 


3 day, 





Skin Diver 


Volume Fifty-one ¢ Number Four 


features 


40 THE HOT LIST 
SKIN DIVER EDITORS dish out the details on 28 top 
gear picks for this diving season. 


53 DIVING THE 
MAYAN CORRIDOR 


5A RETURN TO THE RIVIERA MAYA 718 
Revisiting Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula, 
Burt JONES & MAURINE SHIMLOCK encounter lush 
reefs, cenotes and Maya ruins with depictions of 
“descending gods.” 
60 DIVING THE TEMPLES OF IXCHEL 90 
Cray WisEMAN testifies that converging 


currents deliver the answers to divers’ prayers by 
feeding Cozumel’s vibrant reefs. 1 0 8 


64 REEFS, RUINS & RAIN FORESTS 

Rick FREHSEE reveals two mysterious worlds of 
Belize—one that contains 98 percent of the 
Caribbean’s marine life, and one that holds the 
secrets of an ancient civilization. 


73 FLORIDA'S FISH HOTELS 
Diving the wrecks off Ft. Lauderdale, ELLSWORTH 
Boyd finds a living history—vessels that have 
found a new life beneath the waves. 





| © How to get wet at a Skin Diver event! ¢ Check out Marty Snyderman’s online photo course. 


© Copyright 2002 by PRIMEDIA Specialty Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PRINTED IN THE USA. 


PERFECT EVERY TIME 

Astrip Witte & Casey MAHANEY dip into Palau’s 
pristine waters and are blown away, 

again and again and again. 


TOP TEN 

A duo of judges, Matt & ANGELA WEEDON, 
issues a verdict on the top 10 dive sites in the 
Turks & Caicos Islands. 


DIVING INTO SPACE 

ERIC HANAUER profiles Mike Gernhardt, 
who has made the leap from the ocean's 
depths to the expanse of space. 


ABOUT THE COVER: 
A diver exploring Grand Cenote, in Mexico’s Maya Riviera. 
PHOTO: BURT JONES & MAURINE SHIMLOCK 


Background photo: 

A Great Barracuda patrols the waters amongst a 
Squadron of Horse-eye Jacks. 

PHOTO: JAY IRELAND & GEORGIENNE BRADLEY 
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pane by Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Will the Energy Revolution Leave the 
Poor In the Dark? $ 
=. 


ASK THE PRO by Marty Snyderman ; = | 
Don’t Be a Victim of Circumstance = 


WRECK FACTS by Ell Isworth-Boyd | 
The Treasure of Norman NEU <a 


DIVE CLUB NEWS by Ryarrftlen 
DIVER’S LIBRARY by Ryan Allen 


SKIN DIVER ONLINE by Michelle Danner 
Learn How to Shoot Like a Pro From a 
Skin Diver Editor 
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A Data Based Approach to Tek cL ver > 
Equipment Configuration — | 


118 SCUBAMED- by Fred Bove, M. 0. Ph.D. 
Diving After Cancer a 
119 ENCOUNTERS by Ned & Anna Deloach 
with Paul Humann 
The High-rise Hermit Crab 
120 MILESTONES by Scott D. Jones 


A Look at Those Who Helped Define 
Diving & Continue to Push It Forward 


121 TIME CAPSULES by Tiffany H. Carey 


eh DIVE TALES by David Hall 


Seal Appeal 


‘directories 


101 “Travel Guide 
102 Overseas Divers’ Directory 

107° Advertiser Directory, Skin Diver Link 
116 Internet Directory 

111 Marketplace 
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cozumel =] 


belize 


BELIZE Its been said that the Great Blue Hole 
wimg iS how God 
ble keeps the ocean 

blue. Indeed, 

from the air, it 
does look as if 

He's added a 

few drops of ink to the water. Regardless, the 

diving in all of Belize has a supernatural quali- 
ty. The largest barrier reef in the hemisphere 
and four coral atolls are home to everything 
from brilliant invertebrates anc fish life to king- 
size turtles and Whale Sharks (pg 64). 


Reefs. 
‘Rain Forests 


COZUMEL vie es uP on your navigation 

weer Skills—not 

are because 

Cozumel'’s dive 

; sites are the 

cat's cradle, but 

because the 

whirlwind of marine life is sure to leave you 

dizzy. Clouds of Silversides envelop you, giant 

Black Groupers lurk about while pairs of Queen 

and French Angelfish glide above and below 
you. Which way's up? (pg 60) 
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turks and caicos 


riviera maya 


FT. LAUDERDALE WIV brought Ft. Laud- 
erdale spring breaks to 
living rooms every- 
where—amazing 
beaches, beautiful bod- 
ies and incredible 
nightlife. But they failed 
to bring the citys real 
fame to light—wreck 
diving. | From the 198-foot Mercedes to the 
Copenhagen steamship, each site brings divers 
to their knees in awe. Spring break is okay, but 
the real action is on the wrecks (pg 73). 





Florida's 
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PALAU Remember as a kid when you got in trou- 
ble, the teacher 
told you to go 
sit in the corner? 
Well, trade in 
your dunce hat 
for scuba gear 
and a reef hook. Hook into Blue Corner and hang 
on tight as hordes of sharks stream by you, Bar- 
racuda swirl overhead, and octopi gaze up at you 
wondering, So, what a’ya think? The words, “Go sit 
in the corner,’ never sounded so sweet (pg 78). 








RIVIERA MAYA Change is inevitable, but in the 


oy “sees case of Riviera 
ty em, Maya, the less 
Mai e--% | the better. Re- 
= 2 turning to their 

; old stomping 
= grounds, Burt 
Jones and Maurine Shimlock found the reefs just 
as pristine, the marine life just as plentiful and the 
people just as hospitable as they were two 
decades ago. Old friends, both above and below 
Sea level, invite our writer/photographers back 
with “big Mexican-style hugs” (pg 54). 


TURKS & CAICOS !n true David Letterman 
fashion, writers Matt and 
Angela Weedon give Skin 
Diver readers the top 10 
dives of the Turks and 
Caicos, and the site's 
names say it all. Check 
out Ampitheater, Grace 
Bays Aquarium and 
Highway to Heaven. And, guess what grabbed the 
coveted No. 1 slot? Drum roll, please. .. did you 
really think wed just tell ya? (pg 90) 
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ELLSWORTH BOYD is 


professor emeritus, College of 
Education, Towson University, 
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Plaza Villas-Port Bonaire 


Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire’s Western Shore within minutes 
of the airport and town. 26 stylish apartments overlook. iush 
gardens and a private swimming pool. Share amenities withthe nearby Plaza 





Plaza Resort Bonaire/Toucan Diving 


Dive into luxury! Bonaire’s premier luxury oceanfront resort with 200 
spacious suites and villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars, PADI ***** Gold Palm Resort 
and NAUI/IDD *** Dive Center (with Nitrox, TEC/REC), IDC Training 


Center & SASY, photo and video shop, ¢asina, spa’and fitness center, tennis, 
pool, watersports, boat, car and scooter rental, activities desk, Aquakids, con 
ference center and more! Great share divirig from our beach & pier 24 hours 
a day. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazaresortbonaire.com 
Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.com Pu 





Resort Bonaire or simply relax at your exclusive home away frem home. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazavillas.com 
Website: www.plazavillas.com 


‘Towson, MD. Pursuing an avoca- 
tion of diving and writing, he has 
published articles and photos in 
every major dive magazine in the 
US., in addition to magazines in Canada, 
Italy, Germany and France. An authority 
on shipwrecks, Ellsworth has received 
thousands of letter and e-mails from 
divers throughout the world in response 
to his long-lived Wreck Facts column. 
When he’s not writing or diving, 
Ellsworth appears as a featured speaker at 
maritime symposiums in Houston, Chica- 
go, New York and Philadelphia. 
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\oucan Diving 
PLAZA RESORT BONAIRE 


wile, 6 Days, - | Tank, Unlimited Shore Diving, Airport Transfers 
Hotel Taxes & Service Charges 





BURT JONES and MAURINE 
SHIMLOCK pioneered diving in the 
Riviera Maya from their operation in 
Puerto Morelos during the 1970s and 





Latino America 





Curacao, Dutch Caribbean 
9-11, May 2002 





Educational Seminars 
Exhibits Similar to DEMA in the USA 


Unique Selling Opportunity for Travel Manufactures 


80s. For “Return to Riviera Maya” (page 
54), they went back and visited many of 
their former students who now run top 
operations along the coast. Diving near 
Playa del Carmen, they were pleasantly 
surprised to see that their favorite sites 
were still teeming with fish. At “The 
Tunnels” they even reconnected with 
“El Gigante,” a huge Spotted Moray Eel 
they dived with 15 years ago. 


Produced entirely in Spanish 
e-mail: info@demala.com ¢ phone: 599-9 463 6122 
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WHEN I was YOUNG, I FANTASIZED ABOUT HACKING MY WAY THROUGH A JUNGLE AND 
discovering an ancient pyramid. Images of immense stone edifices poking up through 
the dense, green undergrowth and hidden by time fascinated me. And the mysteries 
concealed in their ancient writings and long forgot- 
ten culture fed my desire to discover their secrets. 


Then along the way, I learned to dive and suddenly, Te | D : eS & 


I found an immense world packed with equally 





great monuments. Only these were poking up ® e 

through the blue and covered with a spellbinding [> | l | iY) a eS 
array of life, color and movement. I didn’t lose my 

interest in ancient terrestrial artifacts, yust shifted 

my focus to a world infinitely as mysterious, but more satisfyingly interactive. That 
there exists a 1,000-mile stretch that extends from Cancun to Central America where 

the two worlds collide, almost makes me giddy. 

And, I’m not alone. Rick Frehsee, who has been contributing to Skin Diver for 20 
years and traveling to Belize for even longer, has become a noted expert on this part of 
the world, both above and below. His knowledge of the ancient Maya of Belize is as inti- 
mate as his knowledge of the world’s second longest barrier reef, just off the coast of 
this English-speaking Central American coun- 
try. He even reads Maya hieroglyphics with the 
same ease as he perfectly captures images of the 
essence of diving one of the seven wonders of 
the underwater world. 

Just north of Belize, the island of Cozumel 
has always been a must-dive destination for 
underwater pilgrims, many of whom return for 
yearly visits. Clay Wiseman is one of the faith- 
ful, arriving year after year to experience the 
spectacular viz and overwhelming variety and 
immensely fertile life inhabiting the reefs just 
beyond the shoreline. 

And, all along the Riviera Maya, stretching 
from the neon lights of Cancun to the border of Belize, divers practically follow the 
same footpaths as the Maya themselves in their quest to explore the underground water- 
ways, called cenotes, which were the lifeblood of the gods. The jungle-choked openings 
to this inner realm await even beneath the shadows of pyramids and temples. Offshore 
is a fabled reef called Chinchorro, that has only recently been discovered by divers. 
Upon revisiting the area, writer/photographers Burt Jones and Maurine Shimlock 
found that little had changed since they lived there, 20 years ago. 

Although I may never actually discover a Maya pyramid today, I can, with assurance, 
discover new worlds. 

Good diving. 


EDITO 





Ty SAWYER, EDITOR 
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ous meals and str 


and pampered service from an experienced crew. The Bay Islands 


Aggressor IV is outfitted with the finest amenities like nitrox, rebreather 
scooters, kayaks, an E-6 photo lab and 


spacious staterooms with private baths. 


FLEET 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® 


great deal! Hurry, these trips are filling fast. feng | Afar av agency 


New Bay IsLanps ‘“TeeNn oT RAY omer 800-348-2628 


WEEKS” OFFER YOUN G “One full paying, one half price special only applies to March and pook your air and tours! wyww.aggressor.com 
DIVERS THE TRAINING April 2002 Bay Islands Aggressor IV charters. No other discounts may : 


° be applied. Standard rates are $1,595 and $1,795 p.p., dbl. occ. 
TO BECOME TOMORROW S 
DIVE MASTERS! 


Call today to take advantage of this i : 


WOR bp, Oo F 


We 


GALAPAGOS ‘tiie RED SEA TAHITI TruK LAGOON TurKs & CAICos 


Ph: 985-385-2628 + Fax: 985-384-0817 - P. O. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 : E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 


Programmed to give you both 


the exception and the rule. 


(oy ni}oy-lameelarve) (=F 
Tarece)a eXe)e-)a1are mals 
performance of the 
new Darwin computer, 
the most advanced 
model on the market 
Core f= Van @o)a1dce)|(<10M 0)y 
means of two silicone 
ili (cxom elUjacelaree-lare) 
powered by two AAA 


alkaline batteries, easily 


obtainable anywhere in 
the world. Air, Nitrox, and 
Bottom timer operating 
modes, with indication of 
Bottom time in minutes 
and seconds. Both timer- 
controlled and permanent 
backlight functions. 
Audible alarms signal off 
]ale mela mislele (=v Mele) elete).< 
for storing 50 dives and 


Decor Corporation, One Selleck Street, Norwalk, CT 06655 


www. divedacorncom 
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Console complete 
with compass 
module 
(optional) 


= 


dive profiles with 

20 second intervals 

(max 38 hours). Display 
protected by scratch 
resistant mineral glass. 
Infrared PC interface 
(optional). Supreme 
Compact Pressure Gauge. 


— erry 


The Professional's choice since 1954. 
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ANTARCTICA 


VOYAGE DATE: February 28-March 12, 2003 
VESSE —" Mikheev, 21 0” Research Vessel 








SRAPITY © EXPLORA TION 


“WITH YOUR HOSTS 


Amos Nachoum 





renowned 
fion leader, has led National 
hic expedition teams with Dr. 
Clark, Dr. Sylvia Earle and 
t Buzz Aldrin. His award 
winning | notography has appeared in 
more than 500 publications worldwide. 
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Ty Sawyer, the Editor of Skin Diver 
magazine, has extensive dive travel 
experience, which has taken him from 
the Red Sea to Palau and much 
in between. His award winning 
writing has appeared in numerous 
publications and literary magazines. 


Space is limited to 15 divers and 
30 non-divers for this amazing adventure. 
FOR DETAILS CONTACT 


www.biganimals.com 


1-$66-ICE-DIVE 


1-866-423-3493 
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"Ever worry shen he dive boat?’ is copies 
hatleaet 
At Tumefie Flats you don't need _— 


Join us on our New Pro 48 for some of the best diving in the 
- Caribbean. —_ personalized service, deluxe a gers | isn 
accommodations and delicious food. | | (Rust ‘Tanusiur anil ‘Dive ro 


- yfahing and NON-DIVING Adventure _ available. ani ie a aa sind Best uF Tunes 
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, Come experience a scuba diver’s paradise 
i from our beachside resort! Dive two rare 
| ond breathtaking atolls, plus Jacques 
Cousteau's legendary Blue Hole, aboard our 
Pro 42 dive boat The Miss Ging. Relax by 
our lagoon-style pool or dine in our fabulous 





Gaz 7 Caper'e 8 Bie Belize is offering a DIVE FREE package 
until the end of 2002 simply book your dive package 
through Gaz Cooper's and you can receive your diving 
ABSOLUTELY FREE (based on 1 diver paying his Buddy dives 
REE. You will be staying at the Playa Blanca Dive & Beach 








y restaurant overlooking the cerulean waters 
of the Western Caribbean. Authentic 


thatched roof cabanas, air-conditioned and 
fan cooled for idyllic comfort, await you. 
vo» You'll love diving here so much, you'll never 
> wont fo go home! Discover Ramon's 
Village....a wonderfully intriguing 
= vocation resort! 


Toll-Free Reservations & Info: 1-800-MAGIC 15 
Website: www.ramons.com 
Email: info@ramons.com 











all beachfront accomo- F 
‘dations and Gaz Pe 
Cooper's dedicated dive 

operation is right onsite. 





CALL US NOW at 800-499-3002 or 
888-772-9937 or visit our website at 
www.divebelize.com or e-mail us at gaz@btl.net 








4 days/3 nights packages starting at 
$239 pp/dbl. 


Includes: hotel, dives, tanks & weights 


SCUBA 
=>8= NETWORK’ Qe 


“Based on availablity, restrictions may apply 
Night diving not included 


Center 


One day scuba intro. course. Two & three day scuba certifi- 
cation. Twice daily boat trips (8 boats). Snorkel or dive off 
the beach. Rental, air, nitrox. Full service dive center. 
954.566.6344, (K-8) |= www.scuba-school.com 





Lauderdale-By-The-Sea Chamber of Commerce 
presents 


May 17,18 & 19 


It’s Not Just A Dive Show... 
It’s an Ocean Festival 
www.oceanfest.com 








i You haven't 
% visited Florida 


rat as Sunstar Aquatic Services invites you 


to explore the diverse and beautiful 


Ff a 
~ \ | . 
until you've seen % i underwater environment aboard the 
Dy comfortable assenger Diversity. 
it down below partes. Sey Par eneer ieee 


Diving daily from Pompano to Boynton > 
Instruction-Dive & Snorkeling Trips Beach. | Wrecks, 4 
—Hotel Packages-Sales/Service 


reefs, night dives. 
Lighthouse Dive Lighthouse Dive Instr uction 
Hillsboro Inlet Sands Harbor available. 
5 Star PADI Training Center PADI Gold Palm Resort 561-368-9952 
954.782.1100 954.788.0208 


www. lighthousedive.com 


a 


www.thediversity.com 






Southeast Oceanic Services 


Our boats offer the best in Ft. Lauderdale 

diving: comfortable, fast, safe. Nitrox 
available. Instruction at 
all certification levels. 


lieland’s 
Beach inn 


Resort 
OMceAN'S EGE 








AT THe 


© 350 feet of white sandy beach 

© 50 feet from fantastic reefs 

® Most rooms oceanfront 

© Restaurant, Lounge and 
Beachfront Patio Bar & Grill 

© 10 minutes from Airport, 

shopping and downtown 


THE ONLY THING WE 
OVERLOOK IS THE OCEAN 


Ireland’s Inn Beach Resort 
2220 N. Atlantic Blvd. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 


954-565-6661 © 800-347-7776 
www.irelands.com @ irelandinn@aol.com 


www.divefortlauderdale.com 


954-922-8134 








EXPERIENCE..SOUTH 








\ 
Try our NEW on-line reservation system! 
View our schedules & availability, sites & boats * Guarantee your 
reservation right from your pc ® Receive e-mail confirmation immediately 
Relax and leave the rest to us! 


1-800-771-DIVE 


www.southtloridadiving.com 
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GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE 
For free scuba CD-ROM call 800-22-SUNNY * www.sunny.org 
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Roatan « Bay Islands 
Honduras 


7 Night all-inclusive 


“romance” packages from 


hd Male 1d ae IY La 


Complete dive or snorkel packages 
featuring upgraded accommodations, 
dolphin program & video, plus more! 


For the perfect honeygnitcon or 
romcatic getravay cell 
$00.227.3483 - 954.929.0090 
akr@anthonyskey.com 


anthonyskey.com 


‘Rate is per couple for a 7 night dive or snorkel 
package. 16% hotel tax not included. 

Valid for travel January 1-31, May, August, 
September, October, November 1-23, 2002. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: 

This month we received a huge 
response to the February cover. Many 
of you wrote to us saying we'd crossed 
the line, some of you supported our 
choice. For those of you who were 
appalled, it’s good to know you nor- 
mally read the magazine for its con- 
tent; on the other hand, this was prob- 
ably not the most ideal way to find out. 
No matter what your response, though, 
thank you for writing in and expressing 
your views—both good and bad. We do 
read every letter that comes our way 
and, in the end, your comments help us 
hone the magazine to fit the needs of 
the people most important to us: the reader. 


Unhappy & Uncensored 

As I write this letter to you I am look- 
ing at the February issue of Skin Diver 
magazine, and for the first time I don’t 
connect the cover with the sport of scuba 
diving. In fact, the buxomed, 
photogenic, pig-tailed, 
farmer’s daughter-looking 
vixen says nothing about the 
sport to me. Please don’t get 
me wrong—I know that 
sex sells and I am an avid 
consumer—but to me, the iA 
kick off your flippers and come 
a little closer look on your cover 
model’s face just doesn’t fit. 

I will continue reading your magazine, 
but I just hope that those of us in this 
sport will want to read a sport periodical 
for its content and not its cover. 

— Craig Fuhs, via e-mail 


Hovabaalije Vong siactl! 


My husband and I have been getting 
Skin Diver magazine for quite some time 
now. We have really enjoyed the articles 
and information it has to offer and have 
always regarded it as one of the better 
scuba magazines. However, when I saw 
the cover of this month’s issue, I was 
appalled. The first thing I thought of 
was “trashy girly magazines.” I under- 
stand that you have many subscribers 
with many different tastes, but I felt that 
I needed to voice my opinion as a female 
diver who did not appreciate it. 

—Denise Gunn, via e-mail 


I ripped off the cover and pulled 
out the article pages. Now I’m happy 
with this issue. 

—Ruth, via e-mail 
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I’ve had a subscription to Skin Diver 
for many years. I enjoy the magazine 
with all the great dive destinations, 
equipment and critter information. But 
I just received the February issue and 
was quite shocked to see the seductive 
cover photo. Skin Diver used to be a 
diving magazine that was suitable for a 
family coffee table. I would be embar- 
rassed to put the February issue on 
mine. I certainly hope this is not the 
direction this magazine is going to take 
in the future. 

— D. Jenkins, via e-mail 


Happy & Uncensored 
We’d like to let you know that we 
have thoroughly enjoyed the pictures 
in the February Skin Diver. We know 
there is a lot of uproar 
about this, but we can’t 
conceive how anyone 
could find pictures of 
beautiful people in beau- 
we §6tiful natural settings 
Py fies = offensive. Thank you for 
Cs having the guts to publish 
| wm | the pictures even though 
you undoubtedly knew 
how much flak you would 
catch for them. 
— Olga Khainova & Alex Khain, DAN 
Members, Portland, OR 


Hey there, y’all better hunker down 
because I expect you’ll get a lot of heat 
about the magazine cover. I know she’s 
never been on any dive boat with me. I 
like the cover. 

—David Bishop, via e-mail 


I just got your February issue and 
it’s great. I could be saying that just 
about the fashion article, but there is 
also the abundance of great destina- 
tion articles, the live-aboard guide 
and all your regular informative arti- 
cles. You will no doubt get letters 
from a handful of nags objecting to 
the fashion article—just ignore them. 
The majority of us appreciate a 
little glamour now and then, and 
where better than St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines. 

—Bob Blasingame, Jamestown, NC 








AS ESSENTIAL TO SAFE AND ENJOYABLE 
DIVING AS YOUR MASK, SNORKEL AND FINS! 


DAN*... AName You Can Trust 


e The only 24-hour, worldwide 
dive emergency hotline staffed 
full-time by dive medical 
professionals, 365 days a year. 


e Worldwide emergency 
evacuation and medical 
assistance. 


° Your Dive Safety 
Association f 
more that 
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Award winning resort and dive operation offers world class diving, ocean view 
rooms, pool, jacuzzi, photo shop on premise and more. 


Visit our new website at www.bracreef.com 


800-327-3835 


rT aiaul MiHids, LITLIG U Hail 
Best value in the Caribbean. Charming oceanfront villas 
(with kitchenettes), award winning diving operation, 
restaurant and bar. 


Toll free: 877-3-CAYMAN 
E-mail: iggy@candw.ky www.paradisevillas.com 
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Flexible dive schedules, boat dives, unlimited shore diving, 
optional night diving. Observe brilliantly colored coral reef formations 
teeming with marine life, descend down dramatic walls into an 
azure blue ocean, explore caves and caverns. Above water enjoy 
our Cayman hospitality. ..relax in a hammock at our seaside bar: 
or explore the island on a bike. 


800-626-0496 or 345-948-0026; Fax 345-948-0057 


E-mail: mccoy@candw.ky; www. mccoyslodge.com.ky 
* 
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Magnificent Sister Islands 


We know you're on vacation, and we will pamper you with spectacular 
diving made easy by our courteous, accommodating staff. With 
5 custom dive boats the best of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman is 
but a giant stride away! 


800-367-3484 _www.diviresorts.com 
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All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world class diving. Swimming pool. 
Toll Free: 866-THE-BRAC 


E-mail: info@866thebrac.com 
www.866thebrac.com 


Eat, sleep and dive from a floating dive resort, Cayman Aggressor IV. 
This new 110’ live-aboard dives Grand Cayman, weather permitting, 
Little Cayman and Cayman Brac. She features nine staterooms 
w/private head and shower, onboard photo lab. Seven day charters 
include accommodations, airport transfers, meals, tanks and 
weights. Unlimited diving from the vessel. 


(US & Canada) 800-348-2628 / 985-385-2628 


E-mail: info@aggressor.com; www.aggressor.com 


= Whether it's spectacular world-class diving, or just relaxing in a serene, remote 
© resort — The Sister Islands of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman offer you a variety 
se. of full-service options. From dive expeditions and lodging, to air travel and 
restaurants, we re committed to making sure that you experience the best 
all-around vacation. And we promise, you can have it all! Call the participating 
members for information on accommodations and travel. 








Cayman Brac & Little Cayman 

















Luxurious beachfront condominiums with private balcony, 
swimming pool, full-service dive operation on site. 


Toll Free: 800-791-7911 


E-mail: info@866thebrac.com 
www.866thebrac.com 








Voted best dive resort, best dive operation, best restaurant, 
and best staff by our most important critics. ..our guests. 


Visit our New web site at 
www.littlecayman.com 


800-327-3835 





With your first step into our 737-200 jet, you'll begin to experience 
the beauty and warmth of the Cayman Islands. As the national flag 
carrier, Cayman Airways offers convenient schedules from 
Houston, fampa, Miami, Cayman Brac and Kingston,JA. 

For more information and reservations call 


800-G-CAYMAN or visit WWW.Caymanairways.com 








itt AVELICHI 

The Southern Cross Club’s 11 air-conditioned beachfront cottages are 

spread over 800 feet of white-sand beach. World famous diving, sport 

fishing, outstanding cuisine and a great international staff complement 
this rare and beautiful resort. Spoil yourself, you deserve it. 


US Reservations: 800-899-2582 or (619) 563-0017 


www.southerncrossclub.com 








CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman ¢ Cayman Brac « Little Cayman 


www.divecayman.ky 


SISTER ISLANDS TOURISM ASSOCIATION 
ITTLE CAYMAN 


www.sisterislands.com 


Discover The Sister Islands 
Like No Other Place In The World. 











H. CAREY 


WE MUST HAVE LOOKED A LITTLE SUSPICIOUS 
carting a long, skinny box through the airport in 
Guayaquil, Ecuador. When we arrived in the 
Galapagos, we had to produce a permit from the 
government, explaining why we had brought a 
speargun. In order to keep from drawing attention to our- 
selves, we started referring to the gun as the “tagging device.” 
We were about to take aim at Whale Sharks for science. 
Around the world, fishermen have targeted Whale Sharks 
for the incredible amount of meat they yield. Ironically, the 
flesh of the Whale Shark doesn’t have much taste. In the Far 
East, the bland meat of the Whale Shark has become known 
as “tofu shark.” In the past few years, Whale Shark popula- 
tions seem to be plummeting. Sightings on one popular live- 


FREEFLOW 


EDITED BY TIFFANY 


Tagging Whale Sharks 


Taking aim at Whale Sharks for science. 


aboard dive boat in Thailand have dropped from 50 to 60 per 
year to only a handful. Fishermen in India killed more than 
1,000 in the year 2000 alone. They are also heavily hunted in 
the Philippines. 

The Shark Research Institute (SRI), based out of New 
Jersey, recently started a satellite tagging program for Whale 
Sharks, hoping to learn about their migratory habits. In 
October 2001, I joined Alex and Cliff Simoneau on the second 
SRI trip to the Galapagos to make an attempt at tagging the 
world’s largest fish. 

Satellite tags have gotten smaller and smaller owing to tech- 
nology. Shaped like a cylinder about as tall as a Coke can but 
only half the diameter, a satellite tag records all kinds of data 
and stores it in memory. At some point in the future (depend- 


BUSTING 
“THE GRAND” 


John Bennett becomes 
the world’s first to scuba 
dive past 1,000 feet 


FOR SIX AND A HALF YEARS, JIM BOWDEN’S 
925-foot cave dive in Zacaton (Mexico) 
stood as the deepest from-the-surface 
open-circuit scuba dive on record. That 


claim was held up by The Guinness Book of 


World Records and a similar dive later made 
by Nuno Gomes in 1996, in a cave at the 
bottom of Bushmansgat (South Africa). 
But now that record has been broken— 
and in a spectacular fashion. At approxi- 
mately 9:00 AM on November 6, 2001, 
John Bennett—a former British Army 
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paratrooper who is now the technical div- 
ing instructor for Atlantis Dive Resort in 
Puerto Galera, Philippines—became the 
first person in the world to dive from the 
surface to more than 1,000 feet using 
open-circuit scuba. 

Bennett dived from an anchored 
decompression platform and was filmed 
by a line-mounted camera that showed 
him clipping off a slate which had been 
signed at the surface by two witnesses. 
When the line was later measured on land, 
it showed that he had reached a depth of 
at least 1,010 feet. But, Bennett points out, 
the line was weighted with 154 pounds of 
chain, plus an underwater camera weigh- 
ing approximately 33 pounds, and the 
dry-land measurements did not take into 
account the fact that the rope was 
doubtlessly stretched by the weight. 





‘We did not take any stretch factor into 
account,” Bennett told Skin Diver. “We 
have heard different ‘facts’ on the stretch, 
ranging from 4 percent right up to 20 per- 
cent. The line was nylon line, three- 
strand, about one centimeter thick. Even 
if we took the lowest stretch estimate, that 
makes it 1,049 feet. All I can say is it took 
me a long time to get down there. On all 
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ing on how the tag is programmed), 
the tag releases itself from the shark 
and floats to the surface, where its 
antenna pops above water and sends 
its data to a satellite in orbit. 

These tags could be incredibly 
valuable in protecting Whale 
Sharks. After all, we know next to 
nothing about them. SRI hopes to 
find out if the sharks migrate long 
distances or stay in smaller “home 
ranges.” If the sharks travel widely, 
local protection won’t work and 
only international treaties will save 
this threatened fish. 

However, tagging a Whale Shark 
is easier said than done. A short teth- 
er connects the transmitter to a dart 
that is implanted into the thick skin 
at the base of the shark’s dorsal fin. 
Even with a powerful speargun and a 
razor-sharp tip, 9 times out of 10 the 
$4,000 dart bounces right off, and 

the shark keeps on swimming as if noth- 
ing happened. On the first attempt, the 
stainless steel spear used to implant the 
barb bent in half! After six Whale 
Sharks, Alex was finally able to implant a 
tag. Over the course of a week, with 14 
different sharks, only two tags stuck. 
With any luck, we will hear back from 
those tags in the following months and 
learn where the sharks traveled. ** 

—Jonathan Bird 
To find out how you can get involved, 
check out www.sharks.org. 


of my training dives [ was maintaining a 
100-feet-per-minute descent rate easily; 
on the actual dive, I never touched the 
inflator until I saw the lights of the cam- 
era, just after the 902 feet tag. The only 
gas added was air to the drysuit, to pre- 
vent squeeze. It took me a little less than 
13 minutes to get down.” 

Bennett, who corresponded with Jim 
Bowden during preparation for the dive 
and was generous in his praise for 
Bowden’s technical support (“...his 
advice guided me past quite a few pit- 
falls...”), said that his intention had been 
to keep mum about the dive unless it bet- 
tered Bowden’s mark by at least 33 feet. 

Contacted at his ‘Texas ranch just days 
after the dive, Jim Bowden said that he 
was “astounded that the record had stood 
for as many years as it did.” 


‘Ray of Hope 


IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE 
September 11th attacks, artist Ron 
Steven wanted to do something to 
aid the people who were victims of 
the New York tragedy. So, he 
approached Skin Diver magazine to 
partner with him in an act of giving 
and gratitude. 

“IT want people, through my art, 
to think locally and act locally,” 
says Ron. 

“The Eagle Ray,” is the featured 
work of art available for purchase 
for this fundraiser effort. Each 
work will be signed and numbered. 
All proceeds (minus production 
fees of approximately $75 per 


print) will benefit the Rescue One Relief Fund directly. 
Ron, who paints under the name Rogest, has contributed art work to raise money for 
such causes as Ocean Pals in New York and the L.A. Underwater Photo Society, which 


“The Eagle Ray” : 


“The 1,000-foot mark was out there, 
and it was inevitable that someone would 
get it,” Bowden said. “I’m glad 1t went to 
John. He’s a remarkable gentleman and 
too effusive, I think, in his praise for the 
little help that I gave him.” 

The 42-year-old Bennett, a married 
father of two who has been making sub- 
200-foot dives for about five years, per- 
formed the dive in blue water (out of sight 
of any bottom or wall structure), and 
Bennett reports that he was “...very task- 
focused at depth.” 

“I concentrated on clipping off the 
slate, monitoring myself for problems 
and preparing for the ascent,” he said. 
“It was very black—a very dense dark- 
ness and cold—around 34°F tempera- 
ture-wise. The light OMS made for me 
worked well.” 


is raising funds for the 
marine mammal care 
center in California, 
among others. Ron is 
clearly inspired to leave 
the world a_ better 
place. 

Cost 1s $275 + s/h 
(approx. $18) to any 
location in the U.S. To 
purchase the art or for 
more information, visit 
www.rogest.com or 
www.skin-diver.com. 





Other critical equipment included two 
redundant 100-pound OMS wing-style 
buoyancy compensators, and Apeks Tx 50 
and ‘Tx 100 regulators. 

Bennett reported muscle tremor and 
blurred vision—both symptoms of 
high-pressure nervous syndrome—at 
about 820 feet. 

He made eight gas switches on his 
world-record dive—one on descent and 
seven on ascent. He carried his bottom 
mix, plus the initial two decompression 
mixes, one of which was also his 
descent gas. 

“The other required gases were car- 
ried by the team,” Bennett said. “I did 
not want them staged on the line in case 
I got washed off or had to leave the line 
for some reason.” 

(continued on page 86) 
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ENVIRONMENT 


CLINGING TO ROCKS TO AVOID BEING 
swept away from a dive site 1s a famil- 
iar—and unpleasant—experience for 
many divers. But it’s also instructive. 
Divers know better than anyone else 
that there’s a lot of energy in the sea. 
Now, others are catching on. With 
the world reeling from blackouts, pol- 
lution, war and the threat of global 
warming, many people are again 


Will the Energy Revolution 
Leave the Poor in the Dark? 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


searching for alternatives to fossil fuels 
and their effects. Solar and wind power 
lead the charge, but the underwater 
world may hold the most promise, 
especially for the world’s poor. 

Mr. Ed Hunt, editor of the environ- 
mental clearinghouse TJidepool, sug- 
gests that water power offers options 
that can be scaled to help those most in 
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need. In particular, he has drawn atten- 
tion to a variety of small underwater 
turbines made in Canada and the 
United States. 

The Davis turbine was the brainchild 
of Barry V. Davis, a renowned aeronau- 
tical and hydrodynamic engineer. The 
power plant is a cylinder with four 
blades that, when placed in a moving 
current, provides renewable, emission- 


free power with none of the environ- 
mental disturbance—or crushing 
debt—involved in dams. More efficient 
than a windmill, the turbine may be 
scaled to fit a wide variety of locations, 
from bays and inlets where the daily 
tidal flux creates powerful surges, to 
rivers where the flow is more constant. 

Another option is a spin on the 


Darrieus windmill of the 1930s refined 
by Alexander Gorlov, a mechanical 
engineer and professor at Northeastern 
University. The Gorlov turbine, a helix 
of sorts most recently discussed in the 
Christian Science Monitor, works on the 
same principle. It, too, generates power 
from currents 
large and 
small, but at 


nearly double the efficiency of a con- 
ventional turbine. 

The Gorlov system is already fur- 
nishing power to villagers in the upper 
Amazon region of Brazil, and has 
attracted the interest of the South 
Korean government, which is weighing 
the installment of a larger array in an 
important offshore channel. 
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There remain 
considerable tech- 
nical challenges, but 
peer reviewers are 
convinced that the 
technology is fun- 
damentally sound. 
In 1994, the British 
Columbia Ministry 
of Employment and 
Investment scruti- 
nized the Davis sys- 
tem, and concluded 
that it was mechan- 
ically viable. In its 
assessment, the 
agency went further 
toward the crux of 
ime, lisstie:: “Phe 
question is not 
whether the tech- 
nology works, but 
cater: can | at 
produce electricity 
at competitive 
rates.” Supporters 
claim it can, and 
reviewers have gen- 
erally agreed. 


iceland, a pioneer in the use of 
geothermal energy, is now heading 
the hydrogen revolution. 





But large-scale government support 
is lacking. This is, I think, a tragedy. 
For such innovations need to be boost- 
ed, especially when one considers the 
degree to which a doomed industry like 
oil continues to reap subsidies, tax 
incentives and other benefits. We 
should be investing in the future, not 
the past. 

And we should be investing in the poor. 

So far, a great deal of money has 
been poured into solutions that, by and 
large, will benefit the wealthier seg- 
ment of humanity. 

Iceland, for example, has dedicated 
itself to the ambitious goal of a hydro- 
gen-based society within 30 years. This 
is a tremendous advance, politically 
and morally, and Iceland should be 
commended for its courage and vision. 

The problem is that hydrogen, like 
oil, involves a massive and expensive 
infrastructure. Now, this is not a big 
obstacle for wealthier nations. 


Investment in small-scale, 
decentralized power genera- 
tion systems, such as the 
water turbine, can make a 
huge impact in places other- 
wise unable to afford electrici- 
ty. They promise a...source of 
power that does not involve 
untenable national debt...or 
submerged natural treasures. 


Industrialized societies can afford to 
pay a few dollars more for keen new 
technologies, and they have shown 
they will do so. At this time, it seems 
inevitable that hydrogen fuel cells 
will play a significant role in the 
energy future of Europe and the 
United States. 

But what of the majority of human- 
ity? It’s hard to imagine fuel cells mak- 
ing much of an impact on the lives of 
textile workers in central China and 
farmers in Chad and herders in 
Bangladesh. 

My concern is that without proper- 
ly scaled energy generation and equi- 
table distribution, development cannot 
raise material and social standards of 
living. And without that, developing 
countries will be unable to slow the 
destructive environmental practices 
born of poverty, practices which affect 
the entire planet. 

On the other hand, a little bit goes a 
long way. Investment in small-scale, 
decentralized power generation sys- 
tems, such as the water turbine, can 
make a huge impact in places otherwise 
unable to afford electricity. 

They promise a simple, reliable, 
inexpensive source of power that does 
not involve untenable national debt, 
forced evacuations, or submerged nat- 
ural treasures. 

In the decades to come, we will see 
countless ingenious solutions to the 
energy problem. But we must take care 
not to fetishize these gadgets, but 
instead strive to ensure that innovation 
narrows, rather than widens, the gap 
between rich and poor. ** 
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Abtphins, horseback riding, 
turtle talks anda nature trail 
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learning prograrss for kids. 


that make this the best 
f amily vacation ever’ 


Dolphin Scuba Camp 
Summer 2002 
Ages 5 -14, $600* per child 


AULA IURIA GAUL CALLE BILL. 
packages feaniring a variety of 
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"$600 per child rate is based on maximum 1 child 


per adull, staying in the same room, 16° hotel fax 
not included. 
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THE COLOR OF THE WATER THAT SURROUNDS YOUR 
subjects and that appears in the backgrounds of your 
wide-angle photographs is often the factor that 
makes or breaks a shot. Blue-to-green water 
backgrounds give the illusion of depth in 2-dimen- 
sional photographs of wide-angle scenes making the 
images appear 3-dimensional. In addition, properly 
exposed foreground subjects may appear to jump 
out of photographs with properly exposed water 
color backgrounds because of the contrast between 
the subject and background. 

Backgrounds that are too dark 
often consume foreground 
subjects causing them to be lost. 
As a result, badly underexposed 
backgrounds are distractions 
and can be ruinous. In addition, 
photographs that have dark 
backgrounds tend to have much 
more of a 2-dimensional look. If 
the background water is overex- 
posed, the background will have 
a whitish blue-to-green or even 
clear look, depending upon the degree of overexposure. 
While a properly exposed foreground subject might look 
just fine, a badly overexposed background proves distracting 
to viewers. 

Having the background water color look like ocean 
water in your photographs should not be left to chance. As 
the photographer, you have control over what your back- 
grounds look like. While the background water color can 
be altered to some degree with a variety of software pro- 
grams, you are far better off to capture the look you want 
when you create the image as opposed to trying to fix an 
image on a computer. 

To create a sapphire background, first compose your 
frame so that you have water surrounding your subject or 
somewhere in the background. Then, take a light meter 
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BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 








reading of the water in the background. That section of # 


water usually should be immediately above, in front of or 
surrounding the part of your foreground subject where you 
want your audience to look. The light meter reading 
determines your f/stop. Remember, your strobe has no 
impact on the way the background will appear in your 





Don't Be a Victim of 
Circumstance: Go Blue Because You Want To 


law a we 





photographs; strobes impact foregrounds and foreground sub- 
jects. The background is illuminated by natural light or sunlight. 

(Note: To create a slightly darker or more saturated 
background water, some photographers intentionally under- 
expose the background by 4 to % of a stop.) 

Whether you shoot with film or digitally, both types of 
cameras are capable of light meter readings. Film cameras have 
built-in light meters or can be used with an independent light 
meter. Digital cameras can also take light meter readings. 

Given the right weather conditions, using the correct f/stop 
and properly exposing your foreground and background subjects 
will help you to create colorful and captivating images. 


The vibrance of this red 
branching coral is accentuated 
by a sapphire background. 





WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 
Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s School of Underwater Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course consists of nine 
interactive classes taken at your convenience. 
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The overlooked Islands of the Western Caribbean... It's time to look them under! 





As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
cated dive resort for over 
20 years, CoCo View 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
Caribbean... and for good 
reason: great diving, ambi- 
ence, and world famous 
shore diving that will 
knock your booties off. The 
24/7 shore diving is guar- 
anteed incomparable! 
some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 
“a snorkel away from the 
bar.’ 


With a brilliant white sand 
beach, room service, TV, 
and all the amenities of a 
first class beach reseft, 
you just might be foajed., 
into thinking you landed"in 
the Mediterranean. But 
this is Roatan, with all the 
olarclatameclalemlaleacielle)ic 
Scuba diving the island is 
famous for. 


Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 


Your own little dive resort in 
the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge 
is the Caribbean’s SRI sanc- 
tioned whale shark research 

‘field station. 8 oceanfront, 
air condiji@ned.rooms with 
private porch or baicony. 
Spectacular boat diving 
includes sea mounts with 
sheer walls, delicate blue- 
bell tunicates, and a real 
opportunity to see rare 

whale sharks. 


international: 352-588-4132 


Pamper yourself in a 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
offers an in house 
masseuse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
Island diving. 


email: info@roatan.com 





WENDY TAYLOR OF CHARLOTTE 
Amalie, St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, asks: “What’s the story on 
the treasure of Norman Island?” 
The story can be found in two 
books: Tales of Tortola and the 
British Virgin Islands by Florence 
Lewisohn and Letters From the Virgin 
Islands, author unknown. Norman, a buccaneer who 
operated out of Anegada, northernmost of the British 
Virgin Islands, purportedly buried his treasure on an 
island (later named for him), 35 miles to the south. In 
1750, still another treasure trove was reported on 
Norman Island, supposedly dug up by residents of 
nearby Tortola. The gold, silver, indigo and tobacco 
were reported to be riches sunk off the coast of North 
Carolina. The treasure, as the story goes, had been 
taken off the galleon before it sank and loaded aboard 
another vessel. This ship was intercepted by pirates 
who stole the cache and hid it on Norman Island. 
Today, explorers on the island see holes scattered 
about, where eager treasure buffs have 
searched throughout the years. Some 
claim that the island is the setting for 
Robert Lewis Stevenson’s famous 
tale, Treasure Island. One of the 
four caves at Treasure Point fits 
Stevenson’s description of where 
“Mr. Fleming found his treasure.” 
The caves are dark and eerie, with 
phosphorescent patches on the ceiling, 
bats fluttering around and the whoosh of surg- 
ing tides. Except for a curious visitor from a sailboat 
anchored off the point or tourists visiting from 
Tortola, the bats have the caves and the treasure, if any, 
to themselves. 


Momintcan 
Republic 


WRECKFACTS 


The dread pirate Norman is said to 
have had his treasure buried on an 
island 35 miles south of the BVI. 
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Puerto Rico 


CARIBBEAN SEA 


The Treasure of |¥ 
Norman Island 


BY ELLSWORTH BoyYD 


Capt. CARL FISMER OF © ~<a 
Tavenier, FL, recently found a shipwreck, not a pirate 
vessel, but one that captured its share of booty. The 
Dutch warship, Eendracht raided coastal towns off 
Cuba in 1624 and captured a Spanish galleon before it 
sank in a storm off Ft. Myers, FL. Fismer, who works 
with treasure salvor Sir Author Clark (author of 200/: 
A Space Odyssey), says there has never been a Dutch 
vessel, manned by a Dutch crew, salvaged in the 
Western Hemisphere. (In 1995, Clive Cussler found 
the Prinz Mauritz, a Dutch flute lost in 1652 off Long 
Island. He gave the position coordinates to officials of 
the U.S. Park Service, but they failed to do any- 
thing with them.) Fismer and his crew, 
working with marine archaeologist 
Duncan Mathewson, will conduct 

British Virgin research on the Eendracht. 
7 Islands Go to Capt. Fismer’s Spanish Main 
—— ** Company website www.treasureco. 

Norman Island WCE for more information. 


Jupy ScoTT OF FLINT, MI, Is 
interested in the Troy, a_ 163-foot 
cargo/ passenger vessel that sank in Lake Huron 

in 1859. The 7roy, a hard-luck ship that survived two 
collisions, three groundings and a major fire, lost 23 of 
her 26 passengers and crew in what old-timers call “a 
perfect hurricane.” Discovered by Chris and Pam Roth 








in 1998, the 100-foot-deep wreck lies 
four miles northwest of the Port Austin 
Reef Light, Huron County, MI. The 
hull, somewhat broken up, sits on an 
even keel with a single cylinder engine 
rising 20 feet off the bottom. A five- 
bladed prop rests nearby, accompanied 
by a fire box with charred wood in it. 

The Troy’s history 
can be found 
in Inland’ Sea 
Journal, Vol. 56, 
No. 4, Winter 2000. 


MANY THANKS TO 
Bill Hughes of 
State College, PA, 
and Bill Schmoldt 
of Brielle, NJ, 
for responding to 
my plea for infor- 
mation on ship- 
wrecks off Sable 
Island, Nova 
Scotia. I forward- 
ed everything to Darlene Cooper, who 
is trying to trace the Gezser, a ship 
that brought her grandmother to 
America in 1888. 

Bear with me once more in my plea 
for information on another wreck, the 
Franjack, sunk off Pigeon Islets, 
Guadeloupe, French Antilles. Chantel 
Hamel of Quebec, Canada, experienced 
two exciting dives, one on the Franjack 
and one on the Gustavia, both sunk off 
Guadeloupe. I found particulars on the 
Gustavia, a 160-foot freighter sunk as 
an artificial reef in 1991. Launched as 
the Geoceanique in 1953, it was dam- 
aged by Hurricane Hugo in 1989 and 
sunk three years later in 130 feet of 
water. Let me know if you have infor- 
mation on the Franjack, and I'll pass it 
on to Chantel in Quebec. 


DEBBIE SUTTON OF GLENDALE, CA, IS 
planning to dive the Star Of Scotland, 
sunk in Santa Monica Bay, and wants 
to know how it got there. 

First, a little background information 
on the 1,250-ton ship that had seven 
other names during 24 years of service. 
She was commissioned in 1918 as the 
Royal Navy’s HMS Maustletoe, disguised 
as a merchant vessel, but fortified with 
hidden guns and depth charges to 
thwart German U-boat attacks during 


Today, explorers on 
[Norman Island] see holes 
scattered about, where 
eager treasure buffs have 
searched throughout the 
years. Some claim that the 
island is the setting for 
Robert Lewis Stevenson’s 
famous tale, Treasure Island. 


World War I. She became a Mexican 
merchant ship, first as the Chiapas and 
later La Playa De Ensenada, transport- 
ing general cargo and fruit from 
Panama to California, from 1921 to 
1924. In 1930, the 262-foot ship became 
just La Playa, a notorious gambling 
establishment cruising off Baja. Three 
years later, adding 
prostitution to her 
itinerary, she was 
renamed City Of 
Panama, endured a 
scandalous murder, 


and continued 
under yet another 
mame, Siar. (OF 


Hollywood. After a 
stint of inactivity in 
San Pedro Harbor, 
the vessel emerged 
again as a gambling 
casino called the 
Texas. It wasn’t 
until 1940 that 
the name Star Of Scotland appeared, 
this time as a fishing barge anchored in 
Santa Monica Bay. Two years later, its 
seams leaking, the barge sank in 70 feet 
of water, providing an excellent wreck 
site for divers and fishermen. Although 
the decks have collapsed, causing clut- 
ter and debris, divers still retrieve an 
occasional artifact and spear some of a 
dozen different species of fish that call 
the wreck home. 


BILL CLEARY, VIA THE INTERNET, ASKS 
about a sunken Nantucket lightship and 
wants position coordinates if they’re 
available. The Encyclopedia of American 
Shipwrecks lists the Aloma, LS 117, a 
Nantucket lightship built in 1924 and 
owned by the state of Massachusetts. 
The 60-ton vessel, rammed by another 
ship in a fog in 1931, foundered in a 
channel south of Nantucket. Coor- 
dinates might be available from the 
Board of Underwater Archaeological 
Resources in Boston or the U.S. Coast 
Guard, Washington, D.C. * 


Send your wreck questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd., White Hall, 
MD 21161. Be sure to include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for a personal 
reply. Ellsworth can also be e-mailed at: 
ellshoyd@aol.com. 





Roatan « Bay islands 
Honduras 


IS # Awvine twrecks or tvatls 
Froticking ty ith ADE D HIN. 
tr chance shark enctuntcrs.. 


that make this the 


greatest adventure evar be 


¢ Night all-inclusive 
dive and snorkel 
packages from $599 * 
per person 


Experience it all aboard the conifort 
af our moter enstom rite fleet anil 
nner the supervision of ornr PALIT 
Gold Palm 3-Star tive pros. Eavtertled. 
shore diving and nitrox aratlable. 
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*$599 rate is per person, double occupancy in Hill 
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Valid for travel January 1-31, May, August, 
September, October, November 1-23, 2002. 
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*7 Stores Island Wide 

* Maui’s Newest Fleet of Custom Jet-Drive Boats 

° Daily Dives to Molokini Crater & Lana’i Cathedrals 

° Both Molokini Nag Dives & Back-Wall Dives 

* PADI 5-Star IDC Facility 

* Hawai’s Largest Full Service Rental Department 

* Your Complete Source for All Island Activities 

* Discounts on Hotel Reservations, Multiple Activities & Group Rates 





Jean-Michel Con steau 
f 1] ISLANDS 
RESORT 

JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 
team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 
to some of the worlds 
most spectacular land 
and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fijis waters have it all. 


For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada ed 


North America Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788- 0150. 
e-mail : info@fijtresort.com + http//www.fifiresort.com 
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Orlando 
Reef Divers 


ORLANDO REEF DIVERS IS A 
group of divers interested in 
recreational diving, as well 
aS environmental awareness 
and conservation. In recent 
months, members have trav- 
eled to dive destinations such 
as Bonaire, Truk Lagoon, 
Roatan and Grand Turk, as 
well as West Palm Beach and 
Pompano Beach, FL. Plans 
under consideration for the upcoming 
year include Cayman Brac, the Florida 
Keys, return trips to Bonaire and 
Grand Turk, and numerous weekend 
trips to the reefs in South Florida. 
Meetings are held on the first and 
third Thursdays of each month, and 
include a social hour along with pre- 
sentations and speakers. 

For more information, check out the web- 
site at www.orlandoreefdivers.org. 


DIVECLUBNEWS 


EDITED BY RYAN ALLEN 


The HammerHeads: 
A Diver Making 
Machine 


AS THEY PUSH ON INTO 2002, THE 
HammerHeads will begin a new phase 
of development. They will =~ 
go beyond the focus of /.:\—— 
having a good time and a \ 
good dive, and become a “> 
tool for recruiting brand-new divets 
They hope to not only invigorate the 
diving industry, but also create a fresh 
and enthusiastic dive community. 

The new recruitment program 

presents a multi-tiered challenge to 
the members, and any diver can 
benefit from getting a new diver 
started. Individual recruiters will be 
recognized and entered into prize 
giveaways. Chapters will get competi- 
tive, as the leading group’s Head 
Hammer will become a VIP guest at 
the DEMA Show 2002. 
For info on the HammerHeads’ Go Get 
A Diver program, contact Lydia 
Eldridge at (858) 616-6408, or e-mail 
lydiae@dema.org. 






Send your club news to 


allenr@primediacmmg.com. 
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_ sk a group of seasoned underwater photographers what they are looking for when they plan their dive a 
vacations and you are likely to get responses that spill over with enthusiasm and conviction. No doubt, > 
you will hear requests for warm, aquamarine water, great visibility, colorful marine life, walls that plummet yX 
into the cobalt blue depths, fascinating animal behaviors, intriguing macro subjects, wrecks, variety and a chance © 
to experience some big animal encounters. 
Many underwater photographers also appreciate helpful hints from knowledgeable divemasters and boat oper- ; 
a a ane 





ators about where and how to look for various marine animals, and they want to dive with boat crews that know 
how to care for camera equipment. Some photographers want the opportu- 


nity to get their film processed on location and those using rechargeable bat- C AYMAN 
teries want the reassurance that their equipment will be compatible with the 


destination’s electrical supply.Access to back-up gear, the opportunity to take ISLANDS 


a class and to get film professionally processed will likely be high on the lists 7 | Eayeen vCaai nie RibbiGeeie 
of some shooters. 


aS www.divecayman.ky 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 


Cathy Church’s 
Underwater Photo 
Centre & Gallery 


At Sunset House Hotel P.O. Box 479, 
Grand Gayman, Cayman Islands 
Tel: (345) 949-7415 © Fax: (345) 949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
Web: www.cathychurch.com 


ranen Phar Ana baa Dan ASL RAinha hyn nn a 


The world’s best U/W photo centre. You'll love your photos 
taken during a fun afternoon U/W photo course, private class or 
famous week-long Super Course. Duty-free prices at the largest 
U/W camera rental and sales department in the Caribbean. Check our 
website for lots more info including two FREE nights at Sunset House, 
E-6 and print film processing, affordable breathtaking prints in our gallery 
and online, and great photo tours to exotic destinations. 


Sunset House 


Tel: 888-281-3826 © Fax: 345-949-7101 


E-mail: skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
Web: www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm 


Dive right off shore, day or night, and see Sunset House’s 

beautiful 9-foot tall bronze mermaid. Her arms stretch out 

protecting Sunset Reef, making it one of the most talked 

about dive sites in the world today. Rebreathers and 
Nitrox are available. Take an all-day 3-tank trip or 
half-day 2-tank trips. Everything you need is here: 
Sunset Divers, Sea Harvest Restaurant, 
“My Bar” and Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre. 


Morritt’s Tortuga Club 
& Resort and Tortuga Divers 


Tel: 800-447-0309 
E-mail: reservations@morritt.com 
E-mail: tortugad@candw.ky 


Experience Grand Cayman’s most spectacular diving while vacationing at the 
island’s premier resort located at East End. With the dive shop right 
on site, along with windsurf equipment, two pools, tennis court and 
David's Restaurant, your may never leave the resort! Four night package 

includes: Accommodations in a one-bedroom unit with fully equipped 

kitchen; daily two-tank dive (3 days); sunset cruise; Tortuga Divers 
T-Shirt; 20% off a Nitrox Course; 20% off a waverunner ride. 
Prices from $599.00 pp/double occupancy (taxes incl.) 


Eden Rock Diving Centre 


Tel: (345) 949-7243 © Fax: (345) 949-0842 
E-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 
Web: www.edenrockdive.com 


We offer the best-valued diving package in the Cayman Island's. 
Combining small group diving on a big boat with the very 
best unlimited shore diving package. Eden Rock Diving Center is ide- 
ally situated a short swim from Eden Rock's and Devil's Grotto. 
Both outstanding reef systems are great for all levels of diving 
experience. Our friendly and professional staffs of instructors 
will ensure that you have a great vacation. 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman ¢ Cayman Brac « Little Cayman 





SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 


Of course, many photographers love to create topside 
images as well. So beautiful white sand beaches lined with 
palm trees and pieces of driftwood are in high demand as 
are settings that provide the opportunity to film the local 
wildlife. Close-ups of colorful birds and other topside crea- 
tures are known to please their audiences. 

In short, what photographers want is a trip to any or all 
of the Cayman Islands. Not all photographers are aware of 
it, but the preceding list of requests is the Cayman Islands 
in a nutshell as Grand Cayman, Little Cayman and Cayman 
Brac offer everything a photographer could possibly hope 
for. The reason | feel comfortable making that statement is 
that not only have | visited the Cayman Islands on numer- 
Ous occasions over the years, but | have also dived and 
photographed many other world class destinations. After 
almost thirty years of diving | find myself working in trips 
to the Cayman Islands as often as | can because so many of 
my favorite images were created there. 

Those photographs include wonderfully colorful 
seascapes with sea fans and sponges adorning vertical walls, 
moments with tarpon and memories from mornings spent 
photographing southern stingrays at Stingray City and the 
nearby Sandbar in the North Sound on Grand Cayman. As 

long as | live I'll 
never get enough 
Opportunities to 
photograph Little 
Cayman's Bloody 
Bay Wall and 
work the shallows 
of Jackson’s Bight 
where | have cre- 
ated images of sea 
turtles, nurse 
sharks and spot- 
ted eagle rays 
feeding in the 
sand as well as 
jawfish and sand 
tilefish tidying up 
their burrows. 
The same is true 
for the colorful 


schools of snappers and grunts that inhabit the reefs of 
Cayman Brac. Many of my most prized fish portraits and 
photographs that depict animal behavior that ranges from 
all of the fascinating activity at cleaning stations to spawning 
sponges have come from all three islands. 

But enough about my experiences, let’s consider what 
you can look forward to when you go on vacation to this 
photographer’s playground. For starters, there are the 
80-plus degree water temperatures and the great water 
conditions along with a variety of sites that are located 
around each of the three islands. This means no matter 
which way the sea breezes come from you can always find 
great diving. On an average day the visibility in the shallows 
will likely be between 60 and 
|00 feet, and when condi- 
tions are at their best 200 
foot plus viz along the walls 
is as common as curious 
angelfishes and conch salad. 

The Cayman Islands is lit- 
erally the top of an undersea 
mountain that rises sharply 
up some 5,000 feet from the 
sea floor. This geographical 
phenomenon means that all 
three islands are surrounded 
by dive sites that are only 
minutes away by boat, and in 
many locations you can walk 
out of your hotel room and 
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Brac Reef Beach Resort 


Tel: 800-594-6326 ¢ Fax: 727-323-8827 


E-mail: bestdiving@reefseas.com 
Web: www.bracreef.com 


Great dive adventures await you at the award-winning Brac Reef Beach 
Resort. Discover the unbelievable wall diving of Cayman Brac and 
the Caribbean's only sunken Russian destroyer. Or find your own 

adventure at any of the Sister Island's countless unspoiled, uncrowded 

dive-sites from our custom dive boats. Plus our amenities like, 
Reef Diver's award winning dive operation, Ocean view rooms at our 
dedicated dive resort, pool, jacuzzi, and photo/video shop on premises 


Bob Soto’s Reef Divers 


P.O. Box 1801 GT ¢ Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: 1-888-695-7400 ¢ Fax: (345) 949-8731 


E-mail: bobsotol @candw.ky 
Web: www. hobsotosdiving.com 


Nobody, simply nobody, dives with as much service friendliness, 
customer satisfaction and personal commitment to YOUR total 
vacation enjoyment as Bob Soto's Reef Divers. Special Treasure Island 
Resort Packages, Seaview and condos as low as $999 for a full 
week of accommodations, taxes, gratuities, great boat diving and 
unlimited shore diving. Instant confirmation on Air-Land-Dive, 


will keep you coming back for more. 


Little Cayman Beach Resort 


1-800-594-6697 
Tel: (727) 323-8727 ¢ Fax: (727) 323-8827 
E-mail: bestdiving@reefseas.com 
Web: www.littlecayman.com 


For sheer spectacle and excitement, Little Cayman's Bloody Bay Wall 
offers unsurpassed world-class diving adventure. For unsurpassed 
dive vacation accommodations Little Cayman Beach Resort is a world 
apart. Voted best dive resort, best dive operation, best restaurant, and 
best staff by our most important critics... our guests. Plus we offer 
Ocean view rooms, pool, jacuzzi, photo shop on premises and more... 
like the best boat diving in the Caribbean. Find out for yourself and 
call today. 


Land-Dive or Dive Only Packages and at great values. 
Forty-five years of taking your fun very seriously. 


For Information & Reservations Call: 
TOLL FREE : (866) 622-9626 
Tel: (345) 946-5658 
www.divetech.com * www.cobaltcoast.com 


Join us for the ultimate full-service dive vacation. Cobalt Coast Resort 
is a new, intimate oceanfront resort where European grace meets Caribbean style. 
Together with Dive Tech you will be treated with personalized attention 
that is second to none. Located on the Northwest shore of Grand Cayman, you'll 
leave the masses behind and enjoying pristine shore diving from 2 great 
locations and uncrowded boat dives. Dive Tech offers a variety of exceptional 
dive packages. Dive Tech also specializes in SCR/CCR Rebreathers, 
Scuba/Free Diving/Tek Training, Air/Nitrox/Mixed Gas, and Scooters. 
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Treasure Island Divers 


P.O. Box 30975 Grand Cayman, BWI 
Toll Free U.S. & Canada: (800) 872-7552 
Tel: (954) 351-8998 © Fax: (954) 351-9740 

Web: tidivers.com 
E-mail: tidivers@diveres.com 


Our divers will tell you why Treasure Island Divers instructors and 
crew are the best on the island. You choose the spot. We dive all 
four sides of the island—North, South, East and West! Unlimited dive 
packages year-round, great boats, great staff-- 
and giving you the best service is what we're all about! 


red sail sports. 


Tel: (877) 462-3567 
E-mail: redsail2@candw.ky 


Red Sail Sports is the premier dive operation in Grand Cayman. We 
invite you to experience diving with the industry leader in SCUBA and 
water sports. For a limited time, we are offering this incredible 3 DAY 

DIVE savings package, DAILY TWO-TANK DIVE, FREE NIGHT DIVE, 
FREE SUNSET SAIL, FREE AFTERNOON BOAT DIVE**, FREE RED SAIL 
SPORTS T-SHIRT, FREE ROUND OF GOLF and FREE BOTTLE OF WINE 
(with Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman accommodations), DAILY CONTI- 

NENTAL BREAKFAST (with Indies Suites accommodation) all for the 

super low price of $270 per person. (3 day dive pkg.) 
Call today to book your complete dive vacation. 


** Some restrictions apply 


SUBMARINES 


Cayman Islands 


Tel: 345-949-7700 
E-mail: atlantis@candw.ky 
Web: GoAtlantis.com/cayman 


Join us on an incredible voyage of discovery to depths of 1000 feet 
aboard the Atlantis Deep Explorer research submarines. 

Two passengers sit in front of a huge 3-foot diameter viewport that is 
your window into this rarely viewed world. Powerful lights illuminate 
the brilliant colours and bizarre shapes of the “spongebelt” at 
200 to 400 feet. Diving deeper, 650 to 1000 feet, you encounter 
enormous pinnacles that provide refuge to a 
host of unusual deep-sea creatures. 


Cayman Diving School 


Tel: 345-949-4729 
E-mail: skindiver@caymandivingschool.com 
Web: www.caymandivingschool.com 


It’s our 15th birthday and we have lots of fun planned for 2002! 
Cayman Diving School specializes in teaching - 
from introductory diving courses to instructor, 
recreational or technical @ we even have our own course director. 
Visit our brand new dive shop on 7 Mile Beach and 
let our dive staff show you the dive of your life! 
Check out our web site for monthly specials. 
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swim right off the beach. Stunning coral reefs that teem 
with life can be found only a few yards offshore and verti- 
cal walls are less than 500 yards away. 

Well known as “must do’s” within the community of 
underwater photographers, the walls and drop-offs in the 
Cayman Islands are well deserving of all of the worldwide 
publicity they receive. The tops of sheer drops are as shal- 
low as 25 feet in a number of sites all along the Bloody Bay 
Wall on Little Cayman, and all of the vertical faces are alive 
with massive hard corals, soft corals, colorful sea fans and 
sponges. In many places the walls are undercut with myri- 
ad tunnels and swim-throughs providing ideal backdrops 
for wide-angle shooters. Everywhere you look there is 
some sea creature that is just begging to be photographed. 

For many underwater photographers and videographers, 
it is the variety of exciting subject matter that makes the 
Cayman Islands such an exceptional destination. Color 
abounds, and as any photographer soon learns, color is a 
magical ingredient that can turn a snapshot into a photo- 
graph. Eye catching red, orange, yellow or green sponges, sea 
fans and coral heads surrounded by inviting hues of blue 
make the sea look like an artist’s pallet. Big groupers, bar- 
racudas, colorful parrotfish, four handsome species of angle- 
fish, butterflyfish and schools of horse-eye jacks, snappers 
and grunts are part of the seascape almost everywhere one 
dives. Mix in the rest of the 750 species of rainbow colored 
fishes and the only limiting factor is your photographic imag- 
ination. All you have to do is set it free! 

Like many photographers and videographers, | am espe- 
cially appreciative of opportunities to photograph animal 
behaviors. In the Cayman Islands you are sure to find active 
cleaning stations where gobies, wrasses, juvenile anglefish, 
and shrimps help rid groupers, ‘cudas, parrotfish, snappers 
and more of ectoparasites, dead tissue, bacteria and fungi. 
As pleasant as this must be for the fishes that receive the 
cleaning, it is equally so for photographers who are looking 
for great subject matter! Mating sergeant majors, spawning 
sponges, remoras hitching rides on turtles and fishes, trum- 
petfish shadowing groupers and tarpon pursuing schools of 
silversides are the types of subject matter that make our 
photographic juices flow. Better yet, the more you dive in 
the Cayman Islands, the more behaviors you are sure to 


discover and want to film. 

You don’t want to overlook the night diving photo 
opportunities.After the sun sinks below the horizon you're 
likely to find an octopus or two and perhaps some squid, 
an orange ball corallimorph, feeding corals, gorgeous flame 
scallops, delicate shrimps, crabs and lobsters as well as 
moray eels on the hunt. Bright red squirrelfish and glass- 
eye snappers. Mingle with sleeping turtles next to snoozing 
fishes. | would be remiss if | didn’t mention the potential 
subject matter when shooting on the wrecks of the m/v 
Captain Keith Tibbetts, a re-named Russian Destroyer, that 
is one of Cayman Brac’s most popular sites, and the Oro 
Verde and Balboa, a wonderful night dive, in waters off 
Grand Cayman. 

Clearly the list of potential subjects and dive sites goes 
on and on. There are enough predictable subjects to allow 
you to plan and enough encounters with surprising sub- 
jects to keep you looking around for the unexpected. 
Encounters that are possible, though rare, in so many other 
destinations are common at dive sites throughout the 
Cayman Islands. For example, take those graceful southern 
stingrays along with their entourage of bar jacks, snappers 
and goatfish that follow along in hopes of picking up a meal. 
They are, of course, permanent residents at Stingray City 
and the Sandbar. They are part of almost every dive at Little 
Cayman's Jackson’s Bight as well as so many other places. 
Sure, you might see southern stingrays in other Caribbean 
destinations, but you have a better chance of winning the 
lotto than of cavorting with them like you do in the 
Cayman Islands. Or, where else can you dive with the silver 
bullets we know as tarpon at more than a dozen sites on 
such a predictable basis! 

A feature that is easy to overlook in the planning stages 
of a vacation, but that is often greatly appreciated by pho- 
tographers during the trip is the availability of photo ser- 
vices. The good news is that no matter what your needs 
are, whether in still photography, digital or video, the 
Cayman Islands can accommodate them. You can easily find 
most consumer films, batteries and other supplies in many 
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of the larger hotels, shopping centers and photographic 
specialty shops on each of the three islands. If you find 
yourself in need of something that is more underwater 
specific, all you need to do is pay a visit to one of the on- 
island professional dive centers where you will find a good 
inventory of supplies and accessories that can be pur- 
chased or rented. Film developing and photo courses are 
readily available if that is what it takes to make your vaca- 
tion special. In short, when it comes to photographic and 
video services and supplies, the Cayman Islands are the 
state-of-the-art. Here’s a list of the dedicated underwater 
photo and video suppliers: 


Grand Cayman 


Caribbean Producer Services 345-949-6844 
Cathy Church Underwater 


Photo Centre & Gallery 345-949-7415 
Fisheye of Cayman 800-887-8569 
Red Sail Sports Photo/Video Center 345-949-8745 


Cayman Brac 
Reef Photo & Video Center 345-948-1340 


Photo Tiara 345-948-1553 


Little Cayman Reef 
Photo & Video Center 345-948-1063 


With almost every conceivable underwater photo- 
graphic opportunity you are likely to experience when 
vacationing in the Cayman Islands the best approach is to 
relax and enjoy the wonders the island waters have to 
offer. Just know that with all the amazing images you will 
capture there will be a vast array of different opportunities 
awaiting you for your next trip to the Cayman Islands. 
There has never been a better time to go, and when you 
do, | am certain you will have more photo opportunities 
than you ever dreamed possible. 
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Conveniently located in George Town harbor, we depart for daily 2-Tank 
and 1-Tank dives. This location is great for instruction and has an excel- 
lent shore dive on the wreck of the Cali (see photo). Our boats at our 
private dock in Snug Harbor take you directly to the North Wall and Sting 
Ray City. Complimentary dvie shuttle from your hotel/condo! We are the 
in-house dive operator at the Comfort Suites, 7 Mile Beach, 
let us create the ideal dive package for you! 
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Smaller 1S Better 


Cayman Islands Small Dive Operators 
Are YOU looking for very SMALL DIVE GROUPS with extended bottom times, on 
COMFORTABLE and FAST BOATS, early & FLEXIBLE departure times, 
CHOICE of DIVE SITES, FREE hotel/condo pick-ups, the VERY BEST of 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE. ALL at the LOWEST of PRICES!! 


~ 


Nick ai RED BARON CHARTERS 
Tel: 1-345-949-9116 Mobile: 1-345-916-1293 
e-mail: info@redbarondivers.com website: www.redbarondivers.com 
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Danny at OFF THE WALL DIVERS 
Tel: 1-345-945-7525 Mobile: 1-345-916-0303 
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Peter at Peter MILBURN'S DIVE CAYMAN LTD., 
Tel: 1-345-945-5776 Mobile 1-345-916-0814 
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THERE/GENERAL INFORMATION 


It's hard to imagine a destination that offers dive travelers more than the Cayman Islands. Underwater there is incredible 
diversity: colorful walls, shallow coral reefs, new and old wrecks, and friendly, photogenic marine life. Divers enjoy all of this 
in visibility that averages 75 to 100 feet and water temperatures from 79° to 83°F. 


Diving couldn't be easier anywhere. The topside dive services are state of the art and just as diverse as the underwater 
attractions. There is a dive operation to suit every need, every budget and every wish. 
The three islands are very different. Little Cayman and Cayman Brac are sparsely populated and quiet. Grand Cayman 


Offers a little of everything. The capital of George Town has every modern amenity but 
Pas / Cayman 


there are quiet, laidback areas as well, 
Little Cay hf ' oe 
Boag 4 A Brac Cayman Airways: Miami - Grand Cayman 
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Northwest Airlines: Detroit - Grand Cayman 
(Non-stop - Winter Only) 

US Airways: Philadelphia - Grand Cayman 
(Non-stop) 

Charlotte - Grand Cayman (Non-stop) 

Air Canada: Toronto - Grand Cayman 
(Non-stop)) 

Air Jamaica: Kingston - Grand Cayman 
(Daily/Non-stop) 

British Airways: Heathrow - Grand Cayman 


While great dive destinations often require difficult travel, the Cayman Islands are easi- 
ly reached-being just a little more than an hour's (jet) flight away from Miami! The fol- 
lowing is a list of carriers that provide air service to the islands: 

\/ (Daily/Non-stop, with connections to Cayman Brac) 
Tampa - Grand Cayman (Non-stop) 
Houston - Grand Cayman (Non-stop) 


Island Air: Inter-island (Daily) 
American Airlines: Miami - Grand Cayman 
(Daily/Non-stop) 
Continental Airlines: Newark, NJ - Grand 
Cayman 
(Non-stop) 
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GRAND CAYMAN 
Ambassador Divers 
Aquanauts Ltd. 

Beach Club Divers 
Bob Soto’s Reef Divers 
Capitol’s Surfside 
Capt. Marvin’s 
Cayman Aggressor IV 
Cayman Diver 
Cayman Diving Lodge 
Cayman Diving School 
Cayman Glide Divers 
Cayman Marine Lab 
Celebrity Divers 

Clint Ebanks Scuba 
Dive ’n Stuff 

Dive Tech 

Dive Time Pirates Inn 
Divers Down 

Don Foster’s 

Eden Rock Diving 
Fisheye of Cayman 
Neptune’s Divers 
Ocean Frontiers 

Off The Wall Divers 
Ollen Miller 

Peter Milburn 

Quabo Dives 

Red Sail Sports 
Rivers Sport Divers 


(345) 949-8839 
(800) SUNNUTS 
(800) 482-3483 
(888) 695-7400 
(345) 949-7330 
(345) 945-4590 
(800) 348-2628 
(345) 945-4593 
(800) TLC-DIVE 
(345) 949-4729 
(345) 945-2711 
(345) 945-5586 
(345) 949-3410 
(345) 949-3873 
(345) 949-6033 
(345) 949-1700 
(345) 947-2339 
(345) 945-1611 
(800) 833-4837 
(345) 949-7243 
(800) 887-8569 
(345) 945-3990 
(800) 544-6576 
(345) 945-7525 
(345) 947-6606 
(345) 945-5770 
(345) 945-4769 
(877) 733-7245 
(345) 949-1181 


GRAND CAYMAN 345-949-0623 * CHICAGO 847-678-6446 « 


Scuba Sensations 
Seasports 

Seaview Dive Centre 
Seven Mile Watersports 
Soto’s Cruises 

Spanish Bay Reef 
Sunset Divers 

Tortuga Divers Ltd. 
Treasure Island Divers 
Turtle Reef Divers/Divetech 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Aquatics Ltd. 
Dive Tiara 

Reef Divers 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Conch Club Divers 
Little Cayman Diver II 
Paradise Divers 
Pirate’s Point 

Reef Divers 

Sam McCoy’s 
Southern Cross Club 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Abanks’ Watersports 
Atlantis Submarines 
Bayside Watersports 
Best Value Charters 
Black Princess Charters 
Capt. Alfonso’s 


Delta Air Lines: Atlanta - Grand Cayman 


(Daily/Non-stop) 


800) 767-0445 
345) 949-3965 
) 
) 


( 

( 

(345) 945-0577 
(345) 949-0332 
(345) 945-4576 
(800) 482-3483 
(800)854-4767 
(345) 947-2097 
(800)872-7552 
(345) 949-1700 


(800) 544-2722 
(800) 367-3484 
(800) 327-3835 


(345) 948-1026 
(800) 458-2722 
(345) 948-0001 
(345) 948-1010 
(800) 327-3835 
(800) 626-0496 
(800) 899-2582 


(345) 945-1444 
(800) 887-8571 
(345) 949-3200 
(345) 949-1603 
(345) 949-0400 
(345) 949-1012 


hf } 
Capt. Asley’s 
Capt. Bryan's 
Capt. Crosby's 
Capt. Gleason Ebanks 
Capt. Marvin's 
Capt. Ronald Ebanks 
Cayman Delight 
Cayman Mama 
Cayman Mermaid 
Cayman Skyriders 
Cayman Sunset 
Cayman Windsurf 
Charter Boat Hdq. Ltd. 
Clinton’s Watersports 
Dallas Ebanks 
Diver's Supply 
Ernie Ebanks 
Fantasea Tours 
Frank’s Watersports 
Gleason's Watersports 
Island Girl Charters 
Jackie’s Watersports 
Jolly Rogers Cruises 
Just Fish’n 
Kelly's Watersports 
Kirk Sea Tours, Ltd. 
Malcolm’s Watersports 
Oh Boy Charters 
One Day at a Time 
Peacemaker Charters 
Planet Ocean 
Red Baron 


(345) 949-0354 
(345) 949-0038 
(345) 945-4049 
(345) 945-2666 
(345) 945-4590 
(345) 947-3146 
(345) 949-8111 
(345) 916-1847 
(345) 949-8100 
(345) 945-5965 
(345) 949-3666 
(345) 947-7492 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-1016 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-7621 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-2182 
(345) 945-5491 
(345) 916-1502 
(345) 947-3029 
(345) 945-5791 
(345) 945-7245 
(345) 916-0113 
(345) 949-1193 
(345) 949-6986 
(345) 949-1323 
(345) 949-6341 
(345) 947-2244 
(345) 916-2478 
(345) 949-9423 
(345) 945-4744 


(800) 346-3313 «© www.divecayman.ky 


HOUSTON 713-461-1317 * MIAMI 305-266-2300 * NEW YORK 212-682-5582 
CANADA 416-485-1550 * GERMANY 49-69-60-320-94 
UNITED KINGDOM 44-207-491-7771 


(Non-stop) 


Red Sail Sports 
Sailboards Caribbean 
Seaworld Explorer 
Stingray City 
Sundancer Cruises 
The Valhalla 

Wet & Wild 


Whittaker’s Sportfishing 


Xanax Sailing Cruises 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Capt. Edmund Bodden 
Capt. Lemuel Bodden 
Capt. Steve Bodden 
Shelby’s Charter Boat 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Capt. Frankie Bodden 
Sam McCoy’s 


GRAND CAYMAN 


Caribbean Producer Service 


Cathy Church 
Fisheye of Cayman 


Red Sail Sports Photo/Video Ctr 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo 
Photo Tiara 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo 


(345) 949-8745 


(345) 949-1068 
(345) 949-8534 
(345) 949-9200 
(345) 945-1726 
(345) 949-8988 
(345) 949-9180 
(345) 916-0944 
(345) 949-1186 


(345) 948-1228 
(345) 948-1314 
(345) 948-2517 
(345) 948-0535 


(345) 948-1428 
(345) 948-0026 


(345) 949-6844 
(345) 949-7415 
(800) 887-8569 

(345) 949-8745 


(345) 948-1340 
(345) 948-1553 


(345) 948-1063 
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Welcome to the Diver's Library, 
where each month we bring 
you the latest in diving media. 


RARELY DOES SOMEONE COZY UP TO A 
travel guidebook for mere enjoyment. 
The usual scenario involves scanning the 
pages for highlights or looking up specif- 
ic information. And frankly, when I sat 
down with Palau Dive Sites, History and 
Culture, | wasn’t expecting to do much 
more. But once I dipped into the world 
conveyed through the 238 images spread 
generously throughout 151 pages, I was 
hooked and found myself reading the 
guide from cover to cover. An enjoyable 
learning experience—how can this be so? 

The stunning photography is key, but 
it’s the coverage of the dive sites that 
most impresses me. Each site is given a 
detailed write-up (including depth, level 
of experience, terrain, marine life, ideal 
times and tides for diving), accompanied 
by at least one photo of the location. 
Together, the text and images 
provide the reader with an accurate 
idea of what 
visitors can 
expect, better 
yet, look for- 
ward to. 













cover all aspecne 
of Palau and 
adeptly conveys a sense of personality— 
of both the place and the people that 
inhabit it. 

The guide opens with a letter from 
the Republic of Palau’s President, who 
attributes in part the prolific beauty of 
the area to the Palauan culture’s “role as 
stewards over our precious heritage and 
the sea’s magnificent bounty....” There 
is even a separate section for the Palau 
Conservation Society, which gives 
readers a heads-up on underwater eti- 
quette for both the divers’ and marine 
creatures’ safety. 

The scientific names of marine life are 





included, as well as discus- 
sions on Palau’s history and 
culture, maps, emergency 
contact information and a 
directory of hotels, dive and 
tour operators. 

The success of this guide 
lies largely in the four men 
who collaborated to bring it 
together—experts in the 


fields of photography, marine biology, impressive combination of 
environmental preservation as wellas avid beautiful photography and 
divers. These are men who fell in love valuable information. ** 


ase 


assum 





——— SCs Sniff 


Your friends never 


with Palau them- 
selves and have 
relocated to live 
there or nearby. 

If you only 
have the time 
and/or space for 
one guidebook on 
Palau, check out 
this one. It’s an 
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Ah...the sweet smell of success, and nothing is sweeter than 
earnings cash and discounts. Get three friends to complete their 
PADI Open Water class and we'll send you a check for $50.00. 
Plus, there are over $10,000 in savings for you to collect when 
you Set your friends and family diving. With specials on travel, 
equipment and training, the world is your dive oyster. So what 
are you waiting for? Go to padi.com for full details 

and your downloadable form today. ZAM 


y /IT\NN 


* PADI employees, PADI IRRA Members, PADI Professionals, and their ESES TS > 


employees and families are not eligible for this program. PADI is not 





responsible for any late, lost, or undelivered forms. This offer is valid a “al 


to U.S. residents only and expires 31 August 2002. All completed 
forms must be postmarked by 31 August 2002. See padi.com for 


official rules and restrictions. 


padi.com 
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SEAQUEST RAIDER BC 
Built and billed as a BC to take on the world, the Raider has an impressive stat sheet: 50 pounds 
of lift in back-mounted wing-style bladders; four air dumps; six stainless, heavy-duty D-rings; 
and a 32 pound weight capacity. Also tricked out with a self-adjusting lumbar support and 
torso adjusting systems, it combines brute strength with comfortable grace. 

SeaQuest: (760) 597-5000, www.sea-quest.com 





SHERWOOD TREK FINS 
The Sherwood Trek is a split-fin design with plenty of backbone. A firm 
grade of Duoprene provides good snap and Is also incredibly resilient to UV rays 
and the other abuses suffered by scuba gear. Well-designed foot pockets eas- 
ily accept bulky drysuit boots and the adjustable fin strap is simple to don, 
thanks to an oversized triangular finger hole. Available in two colors: blue 
and gray. Sherwood: (800) 347-9766, www.sherwoodscuba.com 





VERSA-LITE MARKER LIGHTS 

Trade in your chemical light stick for a battery-powered Versa-Lite. 
Made to attach anywhere, they use 100,000-hour bulbs and last 30 hours (flashing model) or 12 hours 
(steady burn model) between battery changes. Super bright orange-red light is great for keeping track of buddies 
underwater or on the surface. Innovative Scuba Concepts: (800) 472-2740, www.innovativescuba.com 


BODY GLOVE INSOTHERM DIVESUIT 

New from Body Glove is the Insotherm fullsuit. Anatomically cut and pre-bent design ensures a great fit 
while the flatlock construction means quality that will last. This .5 mm suit is the perfect protection and added 
touch of warmth needed in tropical waters or for layering in colder climes. Also available in a men’s version. 
Body Glove: (800) 678-SURF, www.bodyglove.com 


SEA & SEA MX 10 CAMERA SYSTEM 
The venerable MX 10 from Sea & Sea comes in a great deluxe system, which includes the detach- 
able YS-40A strobe, an external viewfinder and three lenses: close-up, wide-angle and macro with framer. Not 
pictured, but an outstanding addition to the system, is a new fiber optic cable that allows 
the strobe to be hand-held off to the side of the camera. This enables divers to 
eliminate annoying backscatter caused by direct lighting. All of the components can 
be packed in a rugged case for easy travel. Sea & Sea: (760) 929-1909, 
www.seaandsea.com 






AERIS ATMOS 2 CONSOLE 

Nitrox compatible and with a host of features, the Atmos 2 computer from 
Aeris is being offered in a slick new console that also incorporates a pressure gauge, 
compass and (in the back) a small dive knife. The computer itself has user program- 
mable alarms for ascent rate, max depth, remaining time and more. There is a 
gauge-only mode, time and date stamps on downloaded dives (up to 255) and it’s all 
communicated through an easy to use display incorporating large numbers and bar 

graphs. Aeris: (800) 647-0605, www.diveaeris.com 


SNORKEL BOB KIDS GEAR 

Snorkel Bob's kids gear is made from the same materials and designs as 

the adult counterparts, only on a smaller scale. The result is out- 
Standing quality. The Li’l Mo Betta mask features a 
soft silicone skirt, rugged mask strap and top 
grade lenses, while the Li'l Bubba Snorkel comes 

complete with a purge valve, water-deflecting hood and 

soft mouthpiece. And, it’s all sized just right for the wee water 

lover. Snorkel Bob: (800) 262-7725, www.snorkelbob.com 























































ms are MUST-HAVE GEAR 
eu Ge FOR THE NEW SEASON 
MOBBY’S TWIN SHELL PRO DRYSUIT SYSTEM 
Distributed exclusively by Parkway Scuba, Mobby’s Twin Shell PRO is really two suits in one. An inner shell keeps the diver dry, while the outer 
shell, made from tough 1,000 denier Cordura nylon, provides protection from the rough and tumble outside world. The two shells 
are joined near the zipper and valves by industrial strength Velcro, so the diver only “puts on” one garment. However, this 
system allows for great flexibility. If the outer shell becomes worn, it can be replaced much more cheaply than buying a new 
drysuit. The outer shell can also be easily customized with extra pockets, belt loops or embroidery of 
organization names. Other features of the PRO include U/V protective cuffs and collar to shield the 
suit’s latex seals, a waist belt to minimize air shifting around the suit while diving and ankle 
straps to keep air from rising to the diver’s feet when inverted. 
Keeping the diver warm is both the inner shell and Mobby’s Thinsulate drysuit undergar- 
ment (inset photo). The inner shell is a Trilaminate design that combines heat-reflective 
materials with the flexibility and durability of special vinyl fabrics. The inner shell also uses 


Super Latex seals, which offer the great elasticity of latex with incredible strength. 
Parkway (800) 587-2822, www.parkwayscuba.com 


CRESSI-SUB AIRTECH REGULATOR 

Cressi-sub’s Airtech regulator is available with either a balanced 
diaphragm first stage or balanced piston first stage. The second stage (yes, 
also balanced) offers two levels of adjustability, one for inhalation resistance 
and one for venturi assist, that allow divers to tweak the reg’s performance on 
the fly. Cressi-sub: (800) 338-9143, www.cressi-sub.com 





UK LIGHT CANNON 100 DIVE LIGHT 

High Intensity Discharge capability in a hand-held design is what 
separates the Underwater Kinetics Light Cannon 100 from the rest of the field. 
Eight C-cells power a 10-watt bulb of ionized gas to produce a beam closer to 
the color temperature of the sun and equivalent in strength to a 25-watt bulb. 
Burn-time on fresh batteries is three to four hours. Both pistol grip and lantern 
style handles are available. Underwater Kinetics: (858) 513-9100, 
www.uwkinetics.com 


MARES PEGASUS BC 

Packed with new technology, the 
Pegasus uses a material called Ultra-Tex on the 
front of the jacket, which has an ultra low drag 
coefficient. It also incorporates the Airtrim 
pneumatic valve system for buoyancy control. 
One button inflates the BC and another opens 
dump valves at the top and bottom of the vest. 
Mares has even developed a new weight inte- 
gration system made from injection molded 
pieces. It can be fitted with any shape or style of 
lead, and easily holds 28 pounds. Mares: 
(800) 874-3236, www.mares.com 
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AQUA LUNG LEGEND REGULATOR 
The Legend is the foundation for Aqua Lung’s top performing regulator line. An “over-balanced” first stage 
promises superior performance at all depths, while the black, polyurethane sheath protects exterior metal surfaces from 
damage. An environmental dry chamber helps prevent regulator freezing -in extreme conditions. The balanced 
me second stage has a large venturi lever, for easy manipulation, and the unit’s lightweight design significantly 
) mw reduces jaw fatigue. Aqua Lung: (800) 775-3483, www.aqualung.com 


DACOR DARWIN COMPUTER 
Housed in a compact console, the brand-new Darwin computer operates 
in three possible modes: air, nitrox and bottom timer. Bottom time indication reads in 
minutes and seconds and the entire display can be backlit. The Darwin logs 50 dives 
and profiles in its memory, with 20-second point intervals (max 38 hours) and has an 
easy-to-use dive simulator. Both audible and visible alarms notify the diver of ascent rate, 
remaining deco time, etc. Dacor: (800) 323-0463, www.divedacor.com 


HARVEY’S KOBALT TITANIUM WETSUIT 

Harvey’s highly popular Kobalt Titanium wetsuit line is available in 3, 5/3 and 7/5 mm 
thicknesses, in styles from one-piece jumpsuits, to two-piece jacket and farmer john, and shorties. The titaniumfoil 
neoprene, which reflects heat back to the body, and the bent knee and elbow, flat-stitched seam construction makes 
this one of warmest and most comfortable wetsuits available. The slick lining also makes donning and doffing a 
breeze. Available in all black or black with royal blue accents, the Kobalt line offers 18 stock sizes and wetsuits can 
be custom made for the perfect fit. Harvey’s: (206) 824-1114, www.harveys-divesuits.com 


SEA DREAMS DIVE DIVA WETSUITS 
sea Dreams, which manufactures wetsuits designed exclusively for women, offers both style and 
function in their 3 mm two-piece Dive Diva suit. Constructed of quick-drying ultra-stretch neoprene, it has 
four-way stretch capability. All seams are double glued and blind stitched in black with either Vase Sponge 
Pink or Caribbean Blue binding. Excellent for use in 70°F and above water. Sizes 4 to 14. 
Sea Dreams: (949) 338-0748, www.seadreamswetsuits.com 


















OCEANIC FLEX BC 
Oceanic’s new Flex BC comes with a QuickLock nteorsfl weight system that uses two dumpable 
weight pockets, as well as two non-dumpable pockets behind the shoulders for fine tuning buoyancy. An expand- 
able BioFlex material helps reduce chest squeeze. The interior is padded and lined with velour for comfort. In 
addition to the shoulder air dump, there is also an innovative bottom dump with the pull tab in the front. Lift 
capacity ranges from 13 to 35 pounds (XS to XL). Oceanic: (510) 562-0500, www.oceanicworldwide.com 


IDEATIONS DIVE ALERT : oo 

A mini-air horn and powerful signaling device, the Dive Alert from Ideations is a great addition to 
a diver’s safety gear. To get the attention of boats or other divers while on the surface, simply press the lit- 
tle red button and an ear-piercing sound is made (be careful to point this away from other divers close 
im by). Dive Alert can be heard up to one mile away. Ideation&: (206) 281-0067, 
Ge www.divealert.com 
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MUST-HAVE GEAR FOR THE NEW S 


COCHRAN COMMANDER COMPUTER 

Attention Tek Heads: This computer is for you! The Cochran Commander 
can be programmed for air or nitrox diving, for using one gas or two gases (for 
decompression stops), and for calculating dive limits according to either FO. (fraction 
of oxygen) or PO, (partial pressure of oxygen). This means you can do an open-circuit 
deco dive, followed by a rebreather dive, followed by another open circuit no-deco 
dive, and one computer tracks everything. Cochran has also blessed this little gem 
with an “adaptive algorithm” that automatically tracks a wide range of environmental 
parameters (altitude, ascent rates, temperature, etc.) and adjusts dive times accord- 
ingly. Cochran: (972) 644-6284, www.mcochran.com 


IKELITE HOUSING FOR NIKON COOLPIX 

lkelite's Digital Housing #6190 for Nikon CP5000 is molded of clear poly- 
carbonate to provide seamless construction and corrosion-proof performance. The clear 
housing affords views of the LCD screens and camera controls. Controls are provided 
for each function of the camera. The housing has a threaded port which accepts Inon and 
Sea & Sea wide-angle lenses. An external Ikelite TTL connector and an internal TTL hot-shoe 
for the camera allows any Ikelite TTL Substrobe to work directly with the camera. Ikelite: (317) 
923-4523, www.ikelite.com 


HENDERSON TITANIUM HYPERSTRETCH WETSUITS 
The Titanium Hyperstretch Full Core Combo includes both a full jumpsuit and a core 
warmer, designed to be worn over the fullsuit; and will help prevent water flow through the rear zip- 
per as well as provide additional thermal protection to the torso. Available in three thicknesses 
for all water temperatures. Henderson: (856) 825-4771, www.hendersonusa.com 


AQUA COLOR MASK 

Using a unique technology that incorporates two different lens shades, 
the Aqua Color mask brings out underwater colors normally lost on shallow reefs. 
Multiple designs cover a full spectrum of dive conditions. Aqua Color: (800) 298- 
0160, www.aquacolor.com 


ZEAGLE FLATHEAD Vi REGULATOR 

The Flathead VI boasts outstanding performance in any conditions, 
thanks to a balanced diaphragm design that includes a dry environmental seal and 
a second stage with diver-adjustable controls to manage breathing resistance. The 
second stage is also lightweight, for less jaw fatigue, and designed to be resistant 
to freeflow while at the surface. 
Zeagle: (813) 782-5568, 
www.zeagle.com 
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TUSA X-PERT ZOOM FINS 
TUSA has augmented their split-fin design with two battens on each half of 
the blade, providing a good balance between stiffness and flexibility. A noticeably 
=. angled foot pocket helps keep the fin at the most efficient position 
‘os "" throughout a diver’s kick cycle, and well-designed quick release buckles 
ad 4) make the X-pert Zoom as easy to take off as it is to kick. 
“7H TUSA: (562) 498-3708, www.tusa.com 


SEALIFE DIGITAL CAMERA 
L The new SeaLife ReefMaster Digital Camera can be set 
|}, to three different exposure programs: Land, Sea and Sea with 

f’ ~ external flash. Shots are displayed in a 1.8-inch monitor and the 
* rechargeable batteries last up to two hours or approximately two dives. The 
camera also accepts all SeaLife macro and wide-angle lenses and some external flashes. It has been 
tested to 200 feet. Accessories include batteries and charger, A/C converter, MGI Photo Suite software, 
USB cable, video cable and care kit. SeaLife: (813) 257-7742, www.sealife-cameras.com 


AKONA ROLLERBAG 
Akona’s RollerBag comes loaded with accessories, such as a regulator bag, console sleeve, 
travel wallet, toiletry bag and water bottle. To ease the travel troubles, features include an extension 
pull handle with a zippered cover, a fold-away travel sleeve to keep contents confidential during travel 
and padded backpack straps. Additional pluses are dual exterior pockets for fins, corrosion-proof 
zippers, heavy-duty, rust-free wheel assemblies and reinforced skid rails. AKona: www.akona.com 


PRINCETON TEC SURGE DIVE LIGHT 

This new light from Princeton Tec was designed with size in mind, and fits easily and 
comfortably in your hand. It’s powered by eight AA batteries in a parallel configuration, which keeps 
battery space to a minimum and pumps out a solid 8 watts, sufficient for a variety of diving scenarios. 
The Surge is also designed with a flip switch that’s easy to operate while wearing gloves and is waterproof 
to 500 feet. Princeton Tec: (609) 298-9331, www.princetontec.com 


SCUBAPRO TITANIUM 

REGULATOR 

im, The S600T/MK25T titanium regulator system is a high- 

: * performance Porsche among breathing apparatuses. 
gee = The MK251 flow-through piston design first stage 

“X features a forged titanium yoke with titanium body and 

3 components. It has five LP ports on a swivel, two HP 

» “@ ports, and has externally adjustable intermediate 

ual pressure. The lightweight, compact S600T second 

: fine tuning air delivery for the least amount of 
effort, regardless of depth. Scubapro: (619) 
402-1023, www.scubapro.com 


BARE VELOCITY 
WETSUITS 
BARE’s Velocity wetsuit will not leave you 
6 feeling bare when it counts—underwater. 
Available in both jumpsuit (3 mm) and shorty 
, (2 mm), it incorporates hydrostretch panels for 
maximum comfort and durability. Glideskin on 
the wrists, collar and ankles seals in warmth. 
Additional features include a lumbar panel 
for lower back support and knee pad protec- 
©) tion. Available in a wide variety of sizes and 
') colors. BARE: www.bare-wetsuits.com “> 


>, Stage features inhalation and venturi controls for 


PHOTO: (BARE WETSUITS) GREG JOHNSTON 
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it any easier. But however 
Learn How to Learn how to capture your most daunting the equipment 


Shoot Like a Pro eee woments on camera. might be, learning to shoot 


from a Skin Diver underwater photography 
Editor BY MICHELLE DANNER ai bi j ie and 


I’m pretty good at figur- 
HAVE YOU EVER SEEN THE ing out shutter speed and f- 
photographers on the dive stops for topside photos. 
boats? I’m always impressed by But it took some time to 
their equipment and dedica- find the right equipment 
tion. It’s not easy lugging and to learn shooting tech- 
around dive gear, and I can’t niques above the surface, so 
imagine the large cameras make 





I would assume it must be a 
challenge below. You can’t just dive in 
and snap photos. Well, you can, but it 
would probably be a waste of film. 
That’s why Marty Snyderman’s 
School of Underwater Photography 
online course is a good start. Marty, a 
field editor for Skin Diver magazine, has 
put together an online course that allows 
you to take your time to learn underwa- 
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? P oe Ad tL ears aT 5 oa Seine ter photography so that you’ll feel confi- 
elican Adventures 4 
ent when you actually get wet. 
Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives Gold Palm Resort y , ys ‘ : 
Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 5 Star The course consists of nine sections: 
top quality equjpment. 1) The Photographic Fundamentals 
Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to PADI Dive Center : a 
6 days of unlimited diving for $325 2) Secrets ‘To Compelling Composition 
Full service and fun marina pier, including great , : 
bar/restaurant on the water. 3) Matching Your Equipment and 
For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 ¢ Fax: 011 (297) 872315 3 Your Expectations 
P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba ‘ ‘ A 
E- mail: petican, aruba@setamet.aw ° Web: www.pelican- aruba. com he 4) Problems and Problem Solving In 
aE as 4 , a 3 ; | Underwater Photography 
5) Macro Magic 


6) Creating Powerful Silhouettes 
7) Successful Wide-Angle Photography 
8) How To Photograph Reef Creatures 


- Variety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! = | 9) Course Review: Putting It All 
~~ $150 for 5 tanxs/S300 for 7 Gays Unlimited civing ‘Kanwar 

* Three locations: Sonesta, Hyatt & Marriott Resarts ee! 8 

» One and two-tank dives, night @wreck dives oil Each interactive class has a quiz at 
a Boat, kayak and shore diving from Senesta’s private istand ress the end that you can grade yourself, 


877-RED-SAIL 
WINNER: DIVE TRIP TO MALDIVES 


Congratulations to Sheryl Cordova 
from Sunnyvale, CA, USA. She was the 
lucky winner of Skin Diver Online’s 


3 Aruba Sonesta Beach Resort § 


* A private 40-acre island with beaches and secluded 

coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical peu 

wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill For complete Sonesta Dive 
° 15 international restaurants and cafes Packages see your travel 
* Our own world-class marina agent or call Red Sail Sports at 
¢ 24-hour entertainment and 2 casinos 


most recent contest. Sheryl won a trip 
to the Maldives with a prize package 
that included diving for two, 13 nights 
double-occupancy accommodations 
and more. 





“ant Special 
Nt C. adonna Group Rates then decide whether to move on 
¥ (turibbean Tours s. 


’ yy Oh SD HD to the next class or to review the 
800-328-228 
www.caradonna.com ~— i Min Lo ly les 


current one. 
sales@caradonna.com é ‘ 
Log onto www.skin-diver.com 


Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 and find Marty’s class via Skin Diver 
Budget to luxury accommodations available lined Bindwut ere about the: class. 
Lowest airfares from your home ci F ; 

ee eal ide Mies eile ee 88 es, sign up and start shooting. 





PHOTO: MARTY SNYDERMAN 
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Find your element this summer with 


Cayman Islands H2GO! 


The best deals in the Caribbean will be yours this summer when you take part in the upcoming 
Cayman Islands H2GO summer promotion. From May 1 to October 31, you'll enjoy great rates on 
hotels and villas, as well as special deals island-wide on water sports, dive CAYMAN 


trips, dining and more. Watch for details this spring, and get ready for what ISLANDS Ne’ 
promises to be the best summer yet. www.caymanislands.ky/h2go = “™"* Suman" fmm incre 
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adventurers journeyed to the 
Baja Peninsula with the goal of 
introducing civilization to the 
native Pericu Indians. Today, 
travelers head there, to the towns 
of Cabo San Lucas and San Jose 
del Cabo, with hopes of leaving 
civilization far behind. Although 
Cabo remains a far cry from the crowd- 
ed confines of Cancun, civilization is 


FREEFLOW 


A HANDFUL OF CENTURIES AGO, 





creeping in, in the form of luxury 
hotels and top-notch diving services. 
And this past August, Skin Diver read- 
ers got a taste of both sides of this 
Mexican getaway at the 3rd Annual 
Cabo Dive Fiesta. 

The fiesta kicked off with a party at 
the Hotel Solmar. Skin Diver Field 
Editor Marty Snyderman whet divers’ 
appetites with a presentation on diving 
in the Sea of Cortez to prep participat- 


You're just too good to be true. 


Can't take my eyes off of you... 


Come get an eyefull aboard the luxury 


live-aboard SOLMAR V. Private bath, shower, tv/ver 
TM -\1e ariel lxerelumelaleMelimeonvellifelalco Mm alcelele avert] # 


THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 
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310-459-9861 
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ing divers for the week’s upcoming 


underwater adventures. And Amigos 
Del Mar and Underwater Diversions 
made sure that there were plenty of 
those, including day trips to Gordo 
Bank and Cabo Pulmo, a night dive off 
Pelican Rock, as well as a sunset cruise 





aboard the 
live-aboard 
Solmar V. 

The week 
was also 
packed with 
prize give- 
ake tr amme E eT IS 
Sogialievents: 6 ee eee 
Raffle prizes included TUSA Xpert 
Zoom split-fins, Dacor regulators, Pelican 
lights, Harveys’ wetsuits, Sea Vision color 
correcting masks, ‘I-shirts, hats and hotel 
packages. Everyone left with some- 
thing—make that multiple! Divers were 
also able to test the latest in dive technol- 
ogy with free equipment demos, includ- 
ing Dacor’s HUB BC system, Sea & Sea 
cameras, a variety of SeaVision masks and 
Harveys ‘Titanium Cobalt wetsuits. 

Two activities that had everyone diving 
were an underwater photo contest and a 
treasure hunt. The treasure hunt had 
such great prizes that non-fiesta partici- 
pants were trying to sneak their way in. 
One participant (we'll call him “Fred”) 
even went so far as to encourage other 
divers into forming an alliance with him so 
that they could get the most coveted of the 
goods. Marylin Batt (a photo contest win- 
ner) summed up her week with, “Good 
people, good diving, festivities and lots of 
freebies!” Grand prizes for the two 
events included free accommodations 
at Fiesta Americana and Melia San 
Lucas for return trips to Cabo. 

The town of Cabo has plenty of top- 
side diversions to offer revelers as well, 


(continued on page 50) 





PHOTOS: TRACEY ORDWAY 
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7 day diving expeditions 
depart each Saturday from 
Philipsburg, St. Maarten. 


Limited to 16 guests per trip. 


NIMROD EXPLORER 


Diving expeditions from 4 to 10 days, 
from Cairns to Lizard Island and 
the Far North. 


Limited to 18 guests per trip. 


mean ialie)aanreluceamersl iF 


1-800-322-3577 

Outside US/Canada call 1-903-887-8521 
Or Fax 1-903-887-8526 

e-mail: sdminfo@explorerventures.com 
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STILL DIVING 


COLOR BLIND? 


(continued from page 48) 


such as top-quality restaurants, 
ATV rentals for the sand dunes, 
deep sea fishing and golfing. 
Also not to be missed are the 
world-famous Squid _ Row, 
which is a partier’s theme park, 
and the Giggling Marlin night- 
club, where over the course of 
the week, one member of the 
group became a fixture on stage 
in the nightly live shows. 
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Dan Poirier - Philadelphia, PA 
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Marylin Batt - Windsor. CA 
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Bob Hein - Vancouver, WA 


And, for visitors interested in the 
region’s history, they can check out a 
mural marking the spot where the 
Perica Indians burned a mission in 
rebellion against a ban on nakedness 
and polygamy. (Clearly, yet another 
instance where the local culture should 
be preserved.) *** —Ryan Allen 


To be a part of this year’s event, call 
(800) 729-7234 ext. 2, or visit 


www.skin-diver.com. 











DIVE KADAVU 


Kadevu is one of the most beautiful islands in oll of Fij). 
Accommodations are in comfortable Fijian style bures. Kadavu has 
many remarkable sights. Rain Forest capped hills behind the resort 
offer many hiking trails. Diving, snorkeling, kayaking, wind surfing, 
or just relaxing on their beautiful white sand beach directly in front 
of the resort go hand-in-hand at Kadavu. A true Filan vilage locat- 
ed within about a 10-minute walk from the resort is a mustvisit. 
With a wonderful staff of friendly faces to come with the package, 
this is truly one of the best values in Fiji.Packeges should be 
reserved as far in advance as possible! 


~~ 
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he newest dedicated dive resort on Grand Cayman. Located 
away from the hustle & bustle of 7 Mile Beach in the quiet north- 
west corner of the island! The best shorediving in Grand Cayman 
is jocated directly in front of the resort ond of course unlimited 
shorediving included in the dive packages, 2 tank morning boat 
dives included and atternoon dives available. Swimming pool, 
Jacuzzi, full service restaurant & bar directly on property. Made to 
order breakfast daily included in dive packages. There is not a bet- 
ter dedicated-dive property on Grand Cayman! 


ULTIMATE 
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For the Ultimate in 
Scuba Travel throu 
the Worild... 


Let our All-Diver Staff f 
Perfect Dive Vacation 


ghout 





ly 5 star resort on the island of YAP! With 

prices to all other resorts on YAP! The only swimming 

poo! on YAP! Personal room steword assigned to your room for 

your convenience. Resort is styled in unique 1800's Victorian 

architecture. Cultural tours arranged at resort as well. Come see 

the famous Manta Rays of YAP and stay in style. Sea Kayaking 

availcble at resort as well, os world class diving. This is a per- 

fect combination trip with Palau as well. Call and book your 
space today! 
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BIG BLUE EXPLORER 


| META cm ol sie aoLaist mV fertte ME Tiiemelitt Weim in -Milekimetys-16-1-Mrtleltt= 
life on the planet. The Big Bive Explorer is the latest live-aboard to 


: i 


sail here. It is also one of the most affordable live-aboards in 
Palau. At 147 #. in length # is on extremely stable vesse! and is a 
grect choice for either first time !vecaboard divers or advanced 
divers. 9 private cabins with private bathroom facilities, also offer- 
ing hot ond cold water and circonditioning controlled in each 
cabin. Meals are served buffet-style and are excellent! Ocean 
Kayaks are on board for your pleasure, snorkeling can easily be 
done from this vesse! as well. This boat ONLY takes 18 divers so 
make your reservations early! 
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‘The V12 fins had the best course efficiency 
scores and were also near the top speed runs. 
The V1 2's are an adjustable scuba fin with great 
flexibility and excellent stability." 

Rodale's Scuba Lab July 2001 

Testers Choice 
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4 "The new Oceanic V6 is an amazing propeller fin." 
LM Rodale's Scuba Lab July 2001 
Testers Choice & Best Buy 
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cruising through inner space 
at speeds that make fish envious. 


Imagine... 


prolonging the experience 
with improved breathing efficiency. 


It's all possible... 
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Limited lifetime warranty. Visit your 
Authorized Oceanic Dealer for details. 
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www. OceanicWorldWide.com 








> 


; RICK FRERSEE; CLAY WISEMAN 





bo 


Pi 






oi MAUREEN. SHIMLOCK 


PHOTOS, CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT?B' 











DIVING 
THE 
MAY AN 











Spawned by the will of the 
Mayan gods, the sea 
surrounding Rwiera Maye, 
Belize and Cozumel beholds 
oO fertility and diversity that 
creates awe ir all who dive 
here. Currents feed these 
lively waters, where over 
400 species of fish thrive 
amidst coral temples. While 
(fe abounds underwater, 
topside exploration uavec(s 
ancient Mayon ruins, etched 
WAIN Carvings that lead one 


to think that even the gods 


were dwers. 
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Wie are SOaring, not underwater as usual, but 
A a& Small plane, one door oper to the warm 
sultry aw risiag “P from the beaches of 
Mexico's Riviera Maya. Early mornin light 
floods the cabtr and spills out over the ancient 
culy of Tulum, rat cs a limestone cliff 50 
feet above the Gavibbean Sea. Sever hundred 

RAYS eke: Nes a Indias paddled CAAORS 
through the -bavrier reef to sell ther fresh 
catch op Tulum’s beaches. From our loft 
vantage port, we car See modePh_ travelers LA 
| high-s eed boats with streamlinedthulls weav- 
Ag A and out of the same 100-mile-long 


Text and Photography by Burt Jones & Maurine Sh 
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return to 


fe 
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_ the! 


brokex-ribhon of coral that hugs the east coast 
of the Yucatan Pencasula. 

We flew from Cancun toeTulum and back 
agar to.survey the recenttourist hoom between 
the parallel yer of the barrier reef and 
Mexico s Hy way 30/. Both flow north-south 
through the heart of what is now called the 
Riviera Maya. We lived here and learned to dive 
on these reefs iv the earl 1970s. Now we've 
come back to this coast to vist old friends, ond 
SOM favorite dive sites and, more Tnportent, P 
fo see if we can fiad a hel of, 'the-wa a used e 


go 7 sill a 
a 


fo he” —more Maya and less Ri L 
eS 
a ae 














« Sitting on the rim of the 

cenote and lookinginto.the mouth 

z > Of the cavern We can almost 
feel the presence of the ancient 

a Maya: who came here fo fill their 
===. _-:Sourds with drinking water. 





Pe 


awe 





For the Maya people, cenotes were both practical and spiritual, a 
place to draw water and to access the depths of the earth. Here, d 
a snorkeler visits Grand Cenote, one of thousands of openings in Ss Sr 

the Riviera Maya's limestone crust. mexico! 





ey 





Pushing Fiwe Atmospheres 


Our old friend Carlos Quintanar is waiting for us at his 
Cyan Ha Dive Shop on the wide white beach between Hotel 
Shangri La and Las Palapas Hotel near Playa del Carmen’s 
north end. If anyone knows the reefs around the Riviera 
Maya, it is Carlos. He has been teaching scuba and guiding 
divers here for more than 20 years. After big Mexican-style 
hugs all around, Carlos 
reminds us that divers who 
come to the Riviera Maya 
Ecally seer typ peel Iyetenis! Tye. ee aden. 
the barrier reef, which is visi- UG AUG we 
ble from Cancun to just south 
of Puerto Morelos, then sur- 
faces again around Akumal; - 
and the deeper reef or canti/ Snar 
that grows along the conti- ites a 
nental shelf and drops down cCnon 
into the swift currents of the Ll ate 
Yucatan Channel. 

We are diving first along galt a 
the shelf, drifting north past 
Orange Elephant Ear Sponges as big as Volkswagens and 
Deep-water Gorgonians enveloped by clouds of damselfish. 
The current is strong, and because the coral is so prolific, 
there are few barren spots for handholds. We dive deep to 
almost 120 feet and have too little time to explore this glori- 
ous reef. Ascending through paler shades of blue, we turn 
and twist to watch a Green Turtle follow us up the buoy line. 

Back on the boat, we feast on Maya barbecue sandwiches, 
56 www.skin-diver.com 
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Grunts swarm around a swim-through. 
Opposite page: A triplefin blends in to the 
brilliant colors of encrusting tunicates. 





or tortas, of slow cooked pork called cochinita pibil. From the 
sea we have an expanded view of the new construction along 
the coast. Some hotels, like Las Palapas that has won numer- 
ous environmental design awards, are small collections of 
thatched roof bungalows hidden away amid lush vegetation. 
Others are massive structures with hundreds of rooms 
sprouting up among the old growth coconut plantations. The 
reefs we are diving are not 

lies immune to environmental 
wt changes caused by develop- 
a -_» __ ment, but proposed legislation 
MEIGFCQS | could help conserve them by 
oe establishing more national 
\“OfG@V marine parks like the one in 

Puerto Morelos. 


Swiss Cheese 


io 


a s a 7 ’ 
OP om, eum op ge aA Vila a i; 2 te we same ee 
Zé > a gi er eL Vita. 8 an r Leal! sf | a | 
5 te % a} eG oar VV SESE GEES US 06 OSE SE 


Our second dive is closer to 
shore and shallower. By mid- 
morning the sea is calm, 
almost as if a veneer of blue 
had been painted over this 
stretch of the Caribbean. We dive at Moc Chen, or the 
Archway, where hundreds of Blue-lined Grunts and Gray 
Snappers school beneath a sponge-lined swim-through in 
the reef. We are so mesmerized by the swaying fish that we 
spend the entire dive doing doughnuts through the arch. 

After the dive, we pile our mountain of equipment into 
the smaller-than-a-phone-booth car we have rented and 
head south to dive with another old friend, Kris Lohman, 
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who operates Akumal Dive Adventures at 
the Vista del Mar Hotel. Akumal 1s a funky 
mix of small hotels, beach bars, private 
homes and a few larger hotels conscientious- 
ly designed to blend into the low-key 
ambiance. It has been a mecca for divers 
since the late 1960s when Pablo Bush, 
Mexico’s Jacques Cousteau, discovered the 
lush reefs lining Half Moon Bay. 


THE 
MAYAN 
CORRIDOR 


Sunlight dappled the sea as we rolled off 


the dive boat after Kris at Tunnels, a classic 
spur and grove formation that runs eastward 
from the barrier reef like fingers pointing to 
_ the deeper channel. These coral canyons look like swiss cheese 


mexico 





as they are littered with caves and holes which multiply the 
surface area for smaller animals like fan worms and anemones 
covered with dancing cleaner shrimp. Pairs of angelfish dart- 
ed among the towering corals and near a large barrel sponge, 
Fairy Basslets fed on clouds of plankton. We spent several 
minutes photographing an Indigo Hamlet who was trading 
places with a Queen Angelfish in front of our lens. Obviously 
the guardian of the reef, a large barracuda hung motionless, 
waiting for the right prey to be drawn in by the currents. 
Just after sunset one evening, we strolled over to the Buena 
Vida Bar and Restaurant. Several people were living danger- 
ously and sipping drinks while swinging from seats suspend- 
ed from the tall palapa roof. Everyone at the bar was a mem- 
ber of APSA, the Riviera Maya Association of Dive and 









a oy. ie ey > Watersports Operators. Carlos Quintanar 
Sis. shy Ae eee oe and some of the more experienced opera- 
om eee , tors along the coast formed APSA in 


re 






The brilliant hues of the Indigo Hamlet 
mirror the waters that lap against 
ancient Xaac ruins (below). 


ma 





| é 1998 to ensure the safety and quality of 
“ey watersports activities and to conserve the 
Riviera Maya’s fragile environment. 

The meeting’s agenda focused on pro- 
moting snorkeling and diving tours in 
the area’s cenotes. A cenote, the Maya 
word for “well,” is a place where the 
Yucatan’s limestone substrate has col- 
lapsed, revealing the freshwater aquifer 
below. After the meeting we make plans 
to dive with two APSA members, Lina 
and Gunnar Wagner of Aktun Dive 
Center, and Buddy Quattlebaum who 
runs Hidden Worlds Jungle Adventures. 


Monkeys, Jungles and Pos Ojos Cerote 
Hidden Worlds is the world’s largest 
cave diving and snorkeling park. After 


An IMAX film crew 
recently penetrated 
deep into Dos Ojos to 
film Journey Into 
Amazing Caves. But you 
do not have to put on a 
tank to expiore this 
cenote; the snorkeling is 
absolutely awesome. As 
one Brit [said], “It’s like 
God knew this was 
going to be a 

tourist attraction.” 

























introducing us to his tropical menagerie, including a pair 
of comic spider monkeys named Pepe and Lola, Buddy 
Quattlebaum takes us on a tour of Dos Ojos Cenote, the 
centerpiece of Hidden Worlds Park. As he maneuvers his 
jungle buggy over the rough limestone track, Buddy 
explains that the Yucatan Peninsula is really a very old 
raised reef that has been blasted by the sun, pounded by 
hurricanes, and even hit dead center by a meteor whose 
impact might have changed the planet’s climate and killed 
off the dinosaurs. An IMAX film crew recently penetrat- 
ed deep into Dos Ojos to film Journey Into Amazing 
Caves. But you do not have to put on a tank to explore this 
cenote; the snorkeling is absolutely awesome. As one Brit 
on our tour explained to his brood, “It’s like God knew 
this was going to be a tourist attraction.” 

From Hidden Worlds it’s only 10 minutes to the out- 
skirts of Tulum and Gunnar and Lina Wagner’s Aktun 
Dive Center, Hotel and Restaurant. After we down 
several glasses of freshly squeezed grapefruit juice, 
Gunnar and Lina drive us west for three miles on the same 
road that leads to the majestic ruins of Coba, then turn 
right into the gravel-filled parking lot at Grand Cenote. 
Sitting on the rim of the cenote and looking into the mouth 
of the cavern we can almost feel the presence of the 
ancient Maya who came here to fill their gourds with 
drinking water. Beneath the surface, Grand Cenote is a 
world of suspended animation where the dripping forma- 
tions of stalactites and stalagmites have been halted by 
the rising aquifer. We surface through a maze of bloom- 
ing water lilies and scramble up the handmade ladder 
to ground level. 


A diver explores Crystal Cenote. Below: The 
Stone image of a descending (or perhaps, 
diving) god at Tulum. 


r {- 
Desc2nding Gods 


The sun is level with the jungle canopy as we speed down 
Highway 307 and run through the stone gates of Tulum. 
Even though Tulum’s Maya name is Zama, or “Dawn,” we 
think it is just as lovely in the late afternoon when a subtle 
glow illuminates the Temple of the Frescoes. At the base of 
the temple, beneath the painting of the royal canoe, a styl- 
ized Manta Ray glides through the water. But on the outside 
of the building is the carving we have rushed to see. It is a 


on thought to be a diving 
or descending god. There are more descending gods here 
than at any other pre-Colombian site in Mexico. Our guide 
explains that these deities watch over and protect earth- 
bound humans. Or, as we prefer to believe, the fortunate 
among us who leave the earth and plunge beneath the waters 
of the Riviera Maya. 
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Between the years 300 and 1600A. D., WORAZA from all along the 
Nayar corrwor would make the challengi a pilgrimage to 





Cozumel to pay homage to Ixchel, thew oe of love 






and fertility. Having beceled PADI Prt (es OA foot 
and finally by dugout canoe to this smal( 








a 3 ; is sland, i? would leave of ferings uader ran 







Oy WIS Se. Ray. stone archway situated at the 
Pr Oa MA Sy 

en de Fy Sr base of a temp( 2 raised to honor her aw 
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eS AP PES” a the Maya city of San Gervasio. 


Today, San. Gervesio. ian Cozumel 





stands resurrected as a tribute to 
cane the Maya wa of (fe, a (ifestyle 
- y that cherished fertility, fecundity 


are reproductive exuberance. 








ere, to the white sand bottom 
that abuts the coral crested 
drop-off of a dive site called 
Palontar Gardens, i struck me 
tha the ferti( uly $0 coveted w the 
* Wsza Away of life had SD\ (led 
Byer. 4s abundance here alon 
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Catching those currents, I was swept | vibrate in front of me. A little further along, [ eased up a 

THE along, admiring oversized Stoplight | sandy incline toward a patch reef, beside which hung a six- 
VV 4-\\@@ = Parrotfish grazing on the coral with their | foot Great Barracuda. It had traded in its silvery hue for a 
formidable beaks. Pairs of Queen and | mottled camouflaged pattern, which signified that it was at 
French Angelfish gnawed away at the edges | one of the many cleaning stations where tiny neon gobies 
of bulbous sponges that had grown enor- | scurried over its length. On the other side of the ledge, a pair 
mous by filtering plankton from these | of White-spotted Filefish swam a dizzying circular 
waters. Every 50 feet or so along the reef, I 
would spot a flowering giant Caribbean 
anemone. Their petals and discs beckoned 
thousands of Blue and Grey Chromis that, 
nae aman «when attracted too closely, found them- 
selves anesthetized and oblivious to the fact 
that these beautiful anemones were about to make a meal of 
them. And under a ledge, I watched as three pairs of spiky 
tentacles flailed about, a signpost that large lobsters were in 
residence. Then, atop the next outcropping, I caught sight of 
the arch nemesis of these crustaceans, a mammoth Black 
Grouper, no, three, hugging the coral. I floated closer to find 
these giant groupers moved about on a cloud of shimmering 
mercury that turned out to be a coral-cloaking cloud of mil- 
lions of tiny Silversides. 

It was so magical and magnetic that I blindly followed those 
giant black groupers into the midst of the silver cloud. All 
about me light danced; spears of morning sunlight penetrated 
the clear waters above me and reflected wildly off billions of 


| floated closer to find these 
giant groupers moved about on 
a cloud of shimmering mercury 
that turned out to be a 
coral-cloaking cloud of millions 
of tiny Silversides. 


tiny murror-like scales. I penetrated down into a cave so 
choked by the Silversides that I no longer had any notion of 
what direction was up or down. Suddenly, I was startled as the 
Silverside mass exploded and a huge Black Grouper ripped 
through their midst. Again, the Silversides massed in front of 
me and shimmered in the light at the end of the tunnel. As I 
emerged over the drop-off, I rolled over onto my back and fol- 
lowed a light spear slung from the morning sun, moving 
downward toward that silver shimmering buttress, and I knew 
this would be a dive that I would never forget. 
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dance...fish tag. Gliding along on the current, | made my 

way to the next coral head crowned by a tangle of bright Red 

Cozumel is like that. You drop into the water with the sen- | and Yellow Finger Sponges. Upon closer inspection, I was 
sation that you are flying as you glide through clear, warm | taken aback to discover not one, but nine Cherubfish, tiny 
waters, and as soon as you have reveled in these perfect div- | brilliant blue Pygmy Angelfish (in my career as a diving 
ing conditions, your attention shifts to waves of pulsating life. | ichthyologist, I'd seen a total of three). Their bright eyes 
At a site called Paso Cedral, I paused to watch as a school | were circled in brilliant yellow rings suspended in a field so 
of French Grunts, numbering in the hundreds, seemed to | brilliantly neon blue that my visual sense was overwhelmed. 
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It was an introspective drive as I headed 
south along the bumpy road that carried 
me away from San Gervasio and the tem- 
ples of Ixchel. The day’s activities would 
take place topside as I would soon be fly- 
ing home. Still, I found myself daydream- 
ing about the incredibly fertile reefs of 


A brilliant anemone, with arms 
extended to feed in the current. 
Opposite page: A diver moves 
through a sea of Silversides. 


Cozumel. Gliding along in the current, I 
had been completely immersed in the 
force responsible for feeding this prolific 
ecosystem. If the Maya new of this amaz- 
ing world, they would have believed the 


famous Cozumel current was Ixchel’s 
breath of life. = 
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Adventureland is a popular Disney theme park, but for the se. seeking | real outdoor adventure 
and discovery, bas a place called Belize. Here, 15 an exteaswve offshore wilderness. complete 
with picturesque mangrove and coral islands, ringing reefs, a aa | uniaterrupted stretch of 
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barrver reef, and: three huge coral atolls. aNCYS ) the coast, -and within the pmarrland ateri- : 
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Belize is-also the gateway to. the world of the Maya. any Unposing, ie cia ra- 
mids and temples dot the jungled landscape; WAU PAODAN, Kekchr and Yucatecarn vi ‘A RS 
provide a (inmpse into arts, cullure aad tra lions born thousands of years ago. Located 
at the transition zone between Mexico's flat, busk-covered Yucatan Peniasula and the moun- 
tainous, forested isthmus of Central America, Belize is the perfect adventurous vacation expe- 


rience. All of this is: found iw a friendly, Ex lish=s aking country about the size of 
foune by, English-speaking country 


Massachusetts, only {wo hours jek time from the continental U.S. 
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Belize Diving 

Diversity is the keyword that describes the Belize diving 
experience; location is what defines each category and style of 
diving adventure. Off Ambergris Caye, divers explore a maze 

f= of: underwater caverns along the barrier reef, while snorklers 
pee cavort in the shallows with a dozen or more friendly Nurse 
ne os Sharks. Off Turneffe Islands Atoll, divers encounter schools of 
gee fish so dense that they appear as a single pixilated image. 
284 Farther offshore, off Lighthouse Reef Atoll, divers descend 
into the great Blue Hole to examine a field of giant stalactites 
some 35 feet long. To the south, at Glover’s Reef Atoll, divers 
glide over immense underwater canyons, while snorkelers 
hover over one of the 700 patch reefs that are found in the crys- 
talline lagoon. Farther south, seaward of the barrier reef, a 
small group of divers swim with Whale Sharks, and snorkelers 
glide over acres of Elkhorn Coral encircling scenic 
Laughingbird Caye. A dozen dives in Belize may well present 
a dozen different diving experiences—no single description 

can do it justice. 

The list of Belize’s below-the-sea attributes is nearly end- 
less, and while thousands of sport divers now visit annually, 
that number is just a drop in the ocean. The Belize Barrier 
Reef is 170 miles long and is the most continuous section of 
the longest barrier reef in this hemisphere, the second longest 

















Left: Nearly every cave in Belize is an archeological site. 
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Below: Wall diving at Glover's Reef Atoll. 
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in the world. Offshore of the bar- 
rier reef are three immense coral 
atolls, three of only four true 
atolls found in _ the_ entire 
Caribbean. As a result of the con- 
tinuity of the barrier reef and the 
adjacent atolls, Belize exhibits 
perhaps the greatest biodiversity 
in the Caribbean, from the 
endemic Lined Toadfish to the 
mammoth Whale Shark. Because 
of the extensive area, sparse 
human population and lengthy 
mangrove coast, spawning 
grounds abound. More than 400 
species of fish inhabit Belize’s 
waters. Of the 64 species of west- 
ern Atlantic-Caribbean stony ii 
corals, 62 have been identified off . _# 
Belize. Black Coral is protected by £ 
law and can often be found along coral shelves only 45 feet deep. 
The Belize offshore world can be divided into northern, 
central and southern regions. To the north, is Ambergris Caye, 
the most popular single destination for divers. The little seaside 
town of San Pedro provides the greatest selection of beach 
resorts, restaurants, bars, shops and dive operators in the coun- 
try. The barrier reef parallels the island for more than 25 miles 
and is only 500 yards 
offshore. Standout dive sites 
include Hol Chan Marine 
reserve, Shark Ray Alley 
and the Amigos shipwreck. 
Day trips are regularly 
scheduled to the Great Blue 
Hole at Lighthouse Reef 
Atoll, and to the Elbow at 
Turneffe Islands Atoll. Caye 
Caulker, a few miles south, 
presents a similar ambiance 
with pleasant resorts and 
cozy guest houses. 
Turneffe Islands Atoll, 
the largest and closest to 
shore of the atoll trio, is a 
cluster of mangrove-crowd- 
ed islands. The interior is a 
maze of waterways and islets, forming three separate 
lagoons. Surrounding the atoll is a necklace of beautiful 
reefs and dramatic walls. The lagoons function as a 
juvenile nursery, providing the engine that drives 
Turneffe’s reputation as the marine life capital of Belize. 
Lighthouse Reef Atoll is the second largest of the 
atolls and the one farthest offshore. Some of the 
most pristine dive sites in all of Belize are to be 
found in all four quadrants, including the majestic 
Half Moon Caye Wall. The country’s first nature 
reserve was established on scenic Half Moon Caye, 
now a popular picnic spot. 
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A Lined Toadfish, proof of Belize’s biodiversity. 


Almost directly in the center of Lighthouse Reef is the 
Great Blue Hole, Belize’s signature dive site. The image 
of this immense ink-blue circular depression has become 
a recognizable image for the entire country. It is the only 
site that regularly attracts a crowd of divers; nearly every 
coastal or offshore resort and live-aboard vessel sched- 

ules a weekly dive here. This 
may not be your favorite dive, 
but the chances are good that it 
will be your most unforgettable. 
A descent into the Great Blue 
lacks the color and vibrancy of 
the coral reef; it is more like a 
visit to the stark landscape of a 
faraway planet. 

Glover’s Reef Atoll, the smallest 
atoll and farthest south, has its 
own special personality—a few 
palm-strewn islands and a neck- 
lace of reefs surrounding a shallow 
lagoon. Named after the English 
pirate John Glover, the history 
of this atoll includes its stage as a 
hideout for buccaneers and as 
a hazard to ships 

passing just to the outside of its razor-sharp THE 
reefs. Wrecks abound, but most have been Wa 
covered by coral. Divers pay more attention 
to Glover’s sheer walls, steep coral pinna- CORRIDOR 
cles, hundreds of patch reefs and prolific 
marine life. 

On the coast of central Belize is Belize 
City, the main population center and the 
home of both the International and 
Municipal Airports. This is the hub to 
other coastal, interior and offshore destina- 
tions. Dive boats and quality live-aboards 
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operate from city 
docks, accessing the 
barrier reef and 
select sites at both 
Turneffe and 
Lighthouse Reef 
Atolls. Visitors sta- 
tioned here can mix 
and match inland 
and offshore adven- 
tures to the satisfac- 
tion of divers and 
non-divers alike. 
Southern Belize 1s 
considered the fron- 
tier of diving in the 
country. On_ the 
coast are the villages 
of Dandriga, 
Hopkins and Sittee. 
From here, divers 
have an unmatched 
accessibility to the best of Belize’s two 
adventurous worlds: Just west of the 
coast are the rain forests of the Maya 
Mountains and the entrance to the 
Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary. A 
30 to 45 minute boat ride to the east are 
the many wild reefs and scenic islands 
along the southern barrier reef. In addi- 
tion to impressive reefs and walls, 
offshore southern 
Belize also harbors 
the corridor for 
Whale Shark migra- 
tions. Resorts from 
here to the Placencia 
now offer specialty 
Whale Shark tours, 
especially during the 
target months of 
March through May. 
The last stop south 
for diving in Belize 
is Punta Gorda. 
Close to the border of 
both Guatemala and 
Honduras, “PG,” 
as it is known by 
locals, is a gateway to 
excellent wilderness 
diving, several Maya 
ruins and the splen- 
dor of tropical rain forests. 


: y y. ,* 
The Belize Maya Connection 

For some divers, a leap into the 
ancient Maya world might seem a 








stretch, but in this 
part of the world it 
is a puddle jump— 
the natural transi- 


tion from one 
adventure to the 
next. Reefs, ruins 


and rain forests are 
all the interwoven 
parts of the total 
Belize experience. 
Nowhere in_ the 
world is there better 
opportunity to easi- 
ly combine under- 
water and topside 
discovery. 

Belize is now rec- 
ognized as the heart- 
land of the ancient 
Classic Maya World 
(A.D. 200 to 900), the 
period of greatest art, hieroglyphic writ- 
ing and architectural achievement. But, it 
has not always been so. The earliest 
explorers traveled through Belize, 
unaware of a single major site. 
Successfully hidden by dense, uninhabit- 
ed forest, monumental sculpture and 
architecture stood in mute testimony to 
an indigenous Maya occupation, which 
once numbered more 
than a million. It 
wasn’t until the exca- 
vations of Altun ha 
and Xunantunich 
in the 1960s and 
1970s that the true 
extent of Belize’s 
archaeological _her- 
itage began to come 
to light. Archaeo- 
logical Belize is a 
work in _ progress. 
More than 15 major 
sites are now open 
to the public and 
these are currently 
undergoing a con- 
tinuous program of 
study and restora- 
tion. Climb to the 
top of a Maya pyra- 
mid and survey the panorama of dense, 
verdant jungle below. Here you begin 
to sense the magic and mystery of a 
civilization that reached its apex, while 
Paris was just a small village—a 








cultural glory that lasted longer than 
that of the Roman Empire. 

The ancient Maya began to build 
magnificent buildings decorated with 
intricate sculptures in Belize more 
than two thousand years ago. They 
carved stone monuments, inscribing 


them with sensational stories of war  ; 

and peace. The hieroglyphic writing Me 00 rh | 
system the Maya devised was inge- 

nious—one of only five complete 

writing systems developed in human The Best Wa 
history. Appearing like an artistic, ¥ 


ea tea ac hy sta RSE AEE Bloody Bay Wall, ane of the most spectacular underwater sites in the warld. Little Cayman 
100 years for experts to “crack the ; | ; a i aes a 
5 Beach Resort offers you the hest way te enjoy it. It's your well deserved dive vacation...and 
Maya code.” Today, more than 80 per- a as oe : oe 2 
YOU deserve the best. Warm clear waters loaded with fish life, colorful coral and great 
cent of these glyphs have been deci- Saag os ae eens 
visibility all supported by a dive crew and equipment consistently rated the best in the world. 
phered. Now, the names of rulers, ; | oe — Se ee : 
Above water you deserve the luxury of the best rooms, dining, and service from the finest — 
dates and achievements can be under- ae Ree fe Sr 
eae resort on the istand, Little Cayman Beach Resort. Call, Email, Fax or visit our website. 
stood from the histories recorded at — ee — — 
many Maya sites. WWW.lHiflecayman.com bhestdiving@reefseas.com 


The best site to visit or how many | 1-800-594-6697 | 
sites to visit depends on your time and a i 
interest. Xunantunich, in the Cayo | 
(western) district is one of the most 
visually impressive. Accessible by hand- | 
cranked car ferry across the scenic #, REEF DIVERS 
Mopan River, getting there is part of ee ee 
the fun. Lamanai is highly recommend- 
ed for its architecture, jungle ambiance 
and arrival via boat across beautiful 
New River Lagoon. Altun ha, the clos- 
est major site to Belize City, is a stroll 
through a nicely landscaped park. 
Those with real interest will make the 
effort to visit Caracol, the masterpiece 
Maya city of Belize. In the south, 
Lubaantun gets the nod for ambiance 
and mystical appeal. Nearby are the 
majestic monuments of Nimli Punit. 
For exploring Maya sites you need 
lightweight cotton clothing and running, 
walking or hiking shoes. A hat, sun- 
screen and insect repellent are recom- 
mended. Most important is drinking 
water as some sites are 
remote and facilities THE 
are scarce. The com MAYAN 


pany of a trained guide 
will make for a more Bdeuudizels 
interesting, informa- 
tive tour. Every site is 
different; each has its 
own personality and 
unique place within 
the tapestry of the fas- 


cinating ancient Maya 
World. = 
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GETT ING THERE: Cancun is the gateway to the Riviera Maya. Day direct flights originate in many U.S. cities, ere Houston, Dallas, Newark, Atlanta 
and Miami. FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: for ocean diving, November through April is cooler and drier. May through August are the 
caimest months. September and October can be wet and windy, but are great bargain months because teurism is low. The cenotes offer excellent diving year- 
round. Topside Climate: §0°f Water Temperature: /4°f. Exchange Rate: [.00 (USD) = 9.14 (PESO). USD is easily accepted. Time 
Difference: Eastern Standard Time minus | hour. RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS: Akumal (Vste cel Mor Hotel) (800) 925-6325 (#15) or 
(OT) 52-984-875-9058 www.mexico-vacation.com * Akuma! Dive Adventures U.S. toll free (877) 425-8625 www akumaldiveadventures.com ° Aktun Dive Center 
(Olt) 52-984-871-2311 www.aktundive.com * Coan Ho Dive Shop (O11) 52-984-873-0978 www.cyanha.com * Exploreon (877) EXPLORA e-maibcontact@ 
explorean.com + Hidden Worlds jungle Adventures (011) 52-984-877-8535 www. hiddenwerlds.com * ‘ond Dreams Trove! (800) 346-6116 wrw.islandream.com * 
Maya Ho Resort & Coattours (887) 443-1600 we mayaharesert.com * Playe de! Cormen (Hotel Los Polopas) (800) 433-0885 or (011) 52-964-873-0584 www.las 
palapas.com.mx + Puerto Morelos (Hote! Ojo de Agua) $2-998-871-0027 www.ojo-de-agua.com RESOURCES: Loco Gringo Underground www locogringo.com (best 
for the entire area: covering offdeat hotels, B&Bs, dive operators; lots of iaformation packed imto an easy-to-navigate site} * Lonely Plomet Books wwwlonely 
planetcom * Skin Diver Onine www.skua-diver.online 


GETTING THERE: Serviced. hil by Continental fv continentalairlines com), American fens aa. com), ond TACA (www.taca, com), among others, from 
most major hubs induding Dallas, Miami and Los Angeles. FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round tropical destination. Topside — 


Climate: Average temperature 86°F Water Temperature: 79 to 82°F {January through Apri ); 84 to 85°F (une through sneneied pewes 


Rate: I 00 (USD) = 1.97 B20 (Belize Dollar) Time Difference: EST minus | hour (Central Standard Time year-round). LIVE-ABOARDS 
Fleet (800) 348-2628. wwwaggressor.com * Peter ee Diving | (800) 932. 6237 es RESORTS & DIVE poopy ¥ 
bese (aap a pace mpl aerogenes a worw.aquadives.com * Blackbird Coe Resor (888) 271- 

- birdresort.com * Gaz Cooper’ Belize Dive Center (800) 499- 3002 wow dele com ; Ht a Paes ae ae | 

roars Reef Dies (0 0) MOORS henge com * Roman's Villag 


lumefe hide (a 00) “414. 18 en eng * Tune Fas (800) 815. 1304 ote es com ° ate Beach iesert + 88 178. —_ chad 
belize.com * Sunbreeze Hotel (800) 688-0191 www.sunbreeze.net RESOURCES: Belize Tourism Board ” 624-0686 www travelbelize. orgimarine * * Lonely 
| Planet Baoks vw lon ne yplanet.com * Sin Diver Onine www skin-diver.c1 com | 


GETTING THERE: AeroMexico (www.aeromexico.com) flies directly to Cozumel from Atlanta, a major hub for a number of U.S. airlines, With its bilingual air- 
crews and AAERN AeroMexico is well worth traveling FACTS & ahs Best Time To Visit: Most American divers visit Cozumel during the dry sea- 
te October thi ugh early May Peak tourist season is Decer 0 April, But COzt i @ four-season Gestination, and Stellar Gi ne Can be enjoyed ytal- 
round. Semsiile Climate: Averages 80 Ff. Water scsthaetian: Winter approximately 80 fF, with summer 03 f. Exehange Rate: |.00 (USD) = 9.14 
(PESO). White American dollars are widely accepted, it is best to use a credit card if the merchant will accept one, as this will fetch the best exchange rate _— 
Difference: Eastern Siandard Time minus | hour. Cozumel and Cancdn observe Daylight-saving time, from May to September. DIVE OPERATORS: 
Sofers (831) 479-4386 www aquasalaris.com * Aqua Wedd www.aquaworld.com * Aguetics Sports Dive Shab www.scubacozumel.com ° Blue Bubble Divers 00; aT8. 
6853 www.bluebubble.com * Blac Note www-.bluenotescuba.com * Carhbean Divers ozumeldiving. net/caribbean divers/ * Cozumel! Equenzers (800) 925-9939 
WWW COGAUZeY MRL. ° COLLATE: Sports www.cozumelsports.com * Dei Me 135-3240 wrew.divecozumel.com * Dive Mouse Cozumel wwew.divehouse.com * Dre 
(800) 433-0885 www.dsi-divetours.com/dpal.htm.com ° Dive Foradise ) 308-5125 www.diveparadise.com * Sand Doller Sports (888) 737-6399 www.sand 
arsports.com * Scuba Gub Cozumel (800) 847-5708 www.scubaclubcozumel.com ° Scvbo-Du (800) 372-0200 www.cozumel.net/seubadu * Yellow Rose Divers (888) 
366-8708 www.yellowrosedivers.com * = h Expeditions (011) 52-987-2-56-59 512-847-5737 e-mail: yucatech@ prodigy.net. nx pengeae legro Resorts {800} 
858-2258 www.allegroresort.com * Cosa Del Mar (800) 435-2340 www.cozumel-hotels.netécasa del mar * Coste Cub Cozumel Resort Hote! (800) 53 SUITE www. costa 
. 


cubcozumel.com * Fiesta Americana (877) a www.lestaamencana.com °* Flamingo Dive Resort (800) 804-160! www.hotelflamingo.com ° Plaza Los Glonas (683) 
599-DWE RESOURCES: Cozumel Tourism (011) $2-987-2-0972 * bonely Planet Books www.lanelyplanet.com » Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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iiasy Island Beach Resort 
bay Islands, Honduras 


Escape to Dive Specia 
From $665 Per person 
+ -' 7 Nights- 


For travel through Dec 15,2002 (excluding holidays) 

Package includes: Airport transfers, welcome cocktail, 

accommodation with air conditioning, 3 meals a day, free use of kayaks, unlimited 
snorkeling, unlimited shore day/night diving, 

3 boat dives daily, | night boat dive, ..and much much more. 


hit; bullet white rond beaches 
of a frst class beach revert, you might 
RA sens Hing the Hider 
In the U.S. call: nas 
800/67 62826 Serna 


WWWFANTASYISLANDRESORT.COM 
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ou might remember that Mohammed 
commanded the mountain to come to 
him and, when nothing happened, he 


‘Text and Photography by Ellsworth Boyd 


shrugged his shoulders and declared —_—~ al 

that he would go to the mountain. a — 

Divers visiting Ft. Lauderdale have a great — ities 
alvantage over Mohammed—at least where —". ae 
the ocean is concerned. Here, the ocean ee ae 
comes to them! It comes with a chain of Roan ‘ bi 
incomparable wrecks and reefs that stretch feeegteomme clea ae op 
for 23 miles from Port Everglades Inlet in the eg | ek ¥ . 
south to Hillsboro Inlet in the north. | 3 J 

Three distinct coral reefs, ranging in 4 % 
depths from 10 to 110 feet, run parallel to the : A 
beach. Interspersed among the reefs and | ™ tt 
sandy plateaus, divers find an array of buoyed 4 een 0 
Shipwrecks ranging from tugs to tankers, : al 
freighters, schooners and barges. Most of ae et 
them were put down over the past 20 years ——" Spe $” 


by dive clubs, county agencies and fisher- 
men. Not only did this take pressure off the 
delicate colonies of coral, it created more 
fisheries as well. 


Madame, We Have Visitors 

The Mercedes, a 198-foot Venezuelan | , — 
freighter sunk in 60 to 90 feet of water off § : fs ee 
shore of Sunrise Boulevard, took a hit - 
from Andrew that broke it in two. The 
ship’s history and location near the Gulf 
Stream—where she draws a parade of 
pelagics—are her significant attributes. 
Grounded in a squall on the shores of 
plush Palm Beach in 1984, the ship’s bow 
ended up in socialite Mollie Wilmot’s 


Castro Perez explotes the remains of the Noula 
Express. Below: Figkautierdale’s famous beach. 


Florida’s 
4 i | EIS The Wrecks and Reefs 
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Ratuferest, Reels & Relar 
tn the Dutch Caribbean 


AWA Yat: lerc}celelet-jasmerelag 
Tel: 011-599-416-2231 
Fax: 011-599-416-2350 
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One of SeaVision’s masks that support 
the quest to lead the way In optimal 
underwater vision enhancement. 


For the diver looking for maximum 
lighting efficlency and who finds the 
black silicone skirt undesirable. 


~ 100% U/V Protection against 
the harmful rays of the sun 
~ Custom Optical Prescriptions: 
Single Vision Rx 
Bi-Focal Rx 


~ Your choice of lenses: 
Color-Correcting, Clear 
or MaxVision 


Qnaliy CbEranEGe 


SeaVision filters are made from 
quality optical material, not 
just a surface coating. 


Color Correcting tenses) 
Cicer Censss 
Qerietion Gemsss 
toric Mrion Gs: 
Ci-ixocel Gs: 
info@seavisionusa.com 
www.seavisionusa.com 
4399 35th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33714 
727.525.6906 Fax: 727.525.8074 
Toll Free: 800.732.6275 
Fax: 800.659.0284 





Florida’s 





swimming pool. “Little men”— 
Venezuelans who were abandoning 
ship—scampered across the yard, 
prompting the maid to announce, 
“Madame, we have visitors.” Neither 
Mollie nor Rose Kennedy, her next 
door neighbor, were enthralled over 
the mishap, especially when it took 
four months for city officials to remove 
the eyesore. Abandoned by its owners, 
the vessel was towed to Ft. 
Lauderdale, where the doors, port- 
holes and hatches were removed. In 
the spring of 1985, the Mercedes 
became one of Ft Lauderdale’s first 
and most popular artificial reefs. 


Gettin’ Wrecked With 
Captain Tony 

Six of us joined Capt. Tony Coulter 
on his 30-foot Island Hopper, 
Diversity, through Deerfield’s inland 
waterway and out Boca Raton Inlet for 
a double wreck dive off Deerfield 
Beach. The Noula Express, a Danish 
freighter sunk in 1987 in 50 to 80 feet 
of water, offers penetration to its cargo 
hold, where schools of grunts, dam- 
selfish and Bar Jacks rush for cover. A 
4-foot-long barracuda cruised the 
wreck and joined us on a brief safety 
stop. After a surface interval, we pre- 
pared to visit the Sea Empress. 

Almost within spitting distance of 
the Noula, the homely barge didn’t 
look very inviting at first glance. But 
on close inspection, she suddenly came 
alive with friendly sea creatures. A 





The [Mercedes’ | history 


and location near the 
Gulf Stream—where she 
draws a parade of 
pelagics—are her 


Significant attributes. 








100-pound Goliath Grouper hovered 
above the hold, then disappeared into 
its recesses. Two Southern Stingrays 
followed so close that divers reached 
out and stroked them as they cruised 
by. Most amazing was the 6-foot Green 
Moray with a body as thick as a grown 
man’s thigh. Not content to remain in 
its hole, the eel slithered through the 
conduits where damsels, hamlets, 
wrasses and chromis sought refuge. 


Walt DeMartini, captain of the 48- 
foot Louisiana crew boat, Dry Martini, 
embarked from Dania, south of Ft. 
Lauderdale, then passed through Port 
Everglades Cut and into the ocean. A 
50-minute jaunt south took us about a 
mile off Hollywood Beach, where the 
Donal McAllister lies in 75 feet of 
water. A former New York Harbor boat 
sunk three years ago as an artificial 
reef, it affords an easy penetration into 
the pilothouse and cargo hold. Juvenile 
anemones, sponges and soft corals 
thrive on the railings and decks of the 
110-foot-long wreck. Contes, Fairy 
Basslets and Blackbar Soldierfish hide 
in its nooks and crannies, while 
Yellowtail Snappers and Horse-eye 
Jacks cruise its perimeter. Popular with 
divers and fishermen, the McAllister is 
just one of more than a dozen of 
DeMartini’s favorite wrecks. Another 
is the  three-sectioned Tenneco 
Towers, oil drilling platforms donated 
by the Tenneco O11 Company to create 





GET AWAY EROM 


There’ Ss hever ch ben a beet time to go! Cayman diving at it’s best. Great packages 
with the Treasure Island Resort, Seaview Hotel and Dive Resort, Plantation Village 
and Regal Beach Condo's. Let “the new” Bob Soto’s Reef Divers show off our fast 
new Newton 46 Dive boat or enjoy your favorite...the M/V Holiday Diver. 
Whatever...we have the best package for you...starting at only $469. 


1-888-695-7400 


BOB SOTO'S 
REEF DIVERS 


GRAND CAYMAN 


Since 1957 
email: bobsotol@candw.ky www.bobsotosdiving.com 


DOT AT 


The Aquatica 995 allows you 10 combrat 
all functions of the Nikon Coolpix 99S Digital 
camera. The 4995's ergonounte design positions Me~ 
viewfinder at a 49 de aree angle, allowing jor 
perfect handling. The mide angle lens on thés versatile 
housing tan be removed underwater to adapt io any 
situation. The housing comes with a stands 

TTL bulkhead. Like all Aquatica —_— 

ADIS is made of aluminten avd all contr 
double @ ring sealed. 


SKIN DIVER APRIL 2002 75 








GR AI OIVING 


NG 


SINE an i 


RS 


 TAMAN W) 


XM or EUSTATIUS, D 
* 011-599-318-> 






wl? pi 


SEAN oh 


DIVE KEY LARGO xi 


B Perfect Vacation Package ~ oS 
Holiday Sinn ie 
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2 heated pools, tiki bar, 
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Scuba Instruction 28 years of Diving 

for whole Family! Pennekamp Park & 

Ten years old & up! Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary! 
“Soon to come...Dive 
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Florida’s 
FISH HOTELS 


an artificial reef off Hallandale. 

The Copenhagen, sunk off Pompano 
Beach, is one of 15 shipwreck pre- 
serves—established by the Florida 
Bureau of Archaeological Research— 
that stretch from the state’s panhandle 
to the Keys. In May 1900, the British 
steamship ran into the reef where it 


Schools of grunts look for cheap 
lodgings on the Tenneco Towers. 


became hopelessly lodged. After her 
cargo of coal was unloaded, the 
Copenhagen was left to the elements and 
eventually sank in 20 to 30 feet of water. 
Scattered in the sand next to a ledge, her 
remains attract a variety of fish and coral 
that are protected in the preserve. 

The fim Atria, Guy Harvey, Ancient 
Mariner, fay Scutti, Rebel and 
Monomy are a few of the many other 
wrecks that earmark Ft. Lauderdale as 
a diving hot spot. And, regardless of 
whether a dive site is natural or artifi- 
cial, they all help make up an incredi- 
ble marine habitat literally at the back 
door of Florida’s southeast coast— 
where the ocean comes to divers in 
waves of wrecks and reefs. 


For a free copy of Vacation Planner 
Guide and a video or CD-ROM about 
diving, contact the Greater Ft. 
Lauderdale Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, 1850 Eller Drive, Suite 303, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33316 or call toll-free 
(800) 22-SUNNY. Access the website 


at WwWwW.sunny. org. 





SKIN DIVER PRESENTS THE FIRST ANNUAL 





KEY LARGO 


Key Largo, September 21-27, 2002 


Aa CELEBRATION OF 
KEY LARGO WRECK DIVIN 


¢ Dive Key Largo’s world-class wreck dives, including: 
The 510-ft. WWII ship Spiegel Grove, the largest vessel ever sur 


The 327-ft. Coast Guard cutters Bibb and Duane 
The 285-ft. Benwood 
Over 1500 linear feet of wrecks to explore!?! 


Open to divers of all levels (Certification classes will be available, 
including Open Water and Wreck/Advanced Wreck Diver) 


Enjoy deluxe accommodations at the most prestigious 
resort in the Florida Keys 


Welcome Reception with “Keys Style’? entertainment 


=f 
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Quiescence 
KEY LARGO, FLORIDA 
Captain Slate's Atlantis Dive Center Ocean Divers Quiescence Diving Services 
Phone: 305-451-3020 Phone: 305-451-1113 Phone: 305-451-2440 
www.captainslate.com www.oceandivers.com www.keylargodiving.com 
E-mail: dive@captainslate.com E-Mail: info@oceandivers.com E-Mail: info@keylargodiving.com 


For more information, log on to www.skin-diver.com 








A major site of World War II action from 
Operation Desecrate 1, Palau’s waters 
are chock-full of planes and shipwrecks. 





a Tomato Clownfish in bubble anemone. 


Stunning soft coral garden. 
Left: Watching the day ease away. 





ay srAld Wire & Casey Manan 


Hooked into the ledge at Blue Corner, | was holding onto my mask, braving the strong 
current from the depths below. As cooler, nutrient-rich water pushed up the wall, it 
triggered the food chain. Sharks galore—literally dozens—paraded by, some close enough 
to touch. A dense cloud of silvery jacks glided near the ledge, barracuda swirled above us, 
and enormous schools of Pyramid Butterflyfish and fusiliers filled the few remaining gaps. 
This was Blue Corner at its best. And, although | had seen it countless times before, | was 


still amazed. In Palau, even the surprises you expect are pure diving Dliss. 
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Known for their current- 
induced action: New drop 
Off. Big Drop Off. Ferns 
Wall, Pelelui Express, 
Yellow Wall—you name 
them, they are all worth 
exploring, re-exploring and 
exploring again. 
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The ineffable world of 
Jellyfish Lake. 








ising some 27,000 feet from the 
Western Pacific Ocean floor, the 
southernmost peaks of a vast 
mountain range comprise what 
many consider the underwater 
wonder of the world: The magnificent 
island nation of Palau, encompassing 
some 340 islands stretching across 400 
miles of ocean. Luxuriously painted in 
all possible shades of ocean blues and 
tropical greens above the surface and a 
full spectrum of rainbow hues below, 
Palau’s beauty and 
diversity draw divers 
from around = th 
globe. Having trav- 
eled to Palau many 
times before, we were 
anxious to indulge in 
five weeks of mind- 
melting diving and to 
explore the islands’ 
unique ecosystems. In 
short order, Ethan, a 
marine biologist from 
Sam’s Tours, would more intimately 
acquaint us with Palau’s marine envi- 
ronments, from complex mangrove 
forests, seagrass beds and cave systems 
to stunning drop-offs and inner 
lagoon muck dives. 


SPER TARULGE URUP OFFS 


Corner dives, of which our brief 
descent onto Blue Corner was spectac- 
ularly typical, are known for big 
animals and fast action. Next to us, 
several other divers watched the swirl 
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Difference: Eastern Standard Time plus 14 hours. 


LIVE-ABOARDS: Aggressor Fleet (800) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com * Big Blue Ens 
(877) 417-6160 www.palauscuba.com * Ocean Hunter (680) 488-2637 www.oceanhunter.com =~ : 
Peter Hughes Diving (800) 932-6237 www.peterhughes.com RESORTS & DIVE : 
OPERATORS: Fish ‘n Fins (680) 488-2637 www.fishnfins.com * Neco Marine (680) 
488-1755 www.seapalau.com * Palau Pacific Resort (680) 488-2600 www.panpacific.com oF 
www.splash-palau.com * Sam’s Tours (680) 488-1062 www.samstours.com * Trip-N-Tour 
(800) 348-0842 www.trip-n-tour.com * World of Diving (800) GO-DIVING 
www.worldofdiving.com RESOURCES: Palau Visitors Authority www.visit-palau.com * 
PATA www.magnificentmicronesia.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


[JELLY FISH LAKE] 15 & 
SPECTACLE OF NaTURe 
FOU MUST GAPERIEICE 
TD FULLY COMPREHGDD. 


GETTING THERE: Continental Airlines Vacations offers service 
to Palau. Call (888) 736-9796. FACTS & TIPS: Best Time 
to Visit: Year-round, but the rainy season is june thro August. 
Topside Climate: Tropical, daytime temperatures in the 
80:°F; nights in the 70s°f. Water Temperature: 
Exchange Rate: U.S. currency is accepted. Tima - 


of sharks, jacks and barracuda with 
saucer-sized eyes. And yet, as we dived 
Blue Corner over and over again, cur- 
rent or not, we quickly realized that 
this world-class site has much more to 
offer than just monster fish action. 
The walls leading to the corner are 
festooned with multi-hued soft corals 
with Oriental Sweetlips, Emperor 
Angelfish and Masked Bannerfish 
cruising amongst them. The shallow 
plateau adjacent to Blue Corner’s 
Drop Off, an area we 
were unable _ to 
explore when the 
current was ripping, 
is home to a resident 
Eagle Ray as well as 
octopi, Hawksbill 
Turtles and Whitetip 
Reef Sharks. Num- 
erous cleaning sta- 
tions attract Spotted 
Sweetlips, squir- 
relfish and _ giant 
morays with their service. We also 
found mantis shrimp and an array of 
shrimp gobies. When the current is 
slack, or in a sense, when it’s running 
the wrong way for ultimate shark action, 
is the best opportunity to fully explore 
Palau’s world-famous corner dives. 


TY OTERIOUS lbs 


Just to the northwest of Ulong 
Island, we entered the dimly lit Siaes 
Tunncl through a gaping hole in the 
reef that reaches from 90 feet all the 
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Max-Air 35 
Compact, lightweight, 
and truly portable 

e 4.2scim* working pressure 4000psi 


© Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi 
in 19 min** 


° Tri-chem air purification system 


© Weight: 85 Ibs 
Size: L28" X D13" X H15" 


© Comes ready-to-go! 
Just add gasoline or electricity 


° Low escort 
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Stationary, 
Continuous 
Duty Units 


Compact, 
fully automatic, 
high-pressure 
compressor 
for all breathing 
air applications! 
* Continuous duty capability 
© 10.8scim* working pressure 5000psig 
¢ Tri-chem air purification system 


* Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 


° Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


© Air storage system compatible 
© Fills an 8Ocft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
© Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 


© Electric 7.5hp, 220/440 volt - available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 hz 


MANY OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE - 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
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HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSOR SYSTEMS 





*Based on charging an 8Ocft cylinder from S0Opsi to 8000psig 
**Time required to fill 80cft cylinder from S00psi to 3000psig 
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L to R: A black seahorse 


discovered in the sea- 
grass; bannerfish, one of 
the myriad creatures at 
Blue Corner; paddling 
peacefully through the & 
Rock Islands; a magnifi- 
cent Spotted Eagle Ray. &- 


If you’d like to take your love of scuba diving 
and turn it into a job, then Pro Dive’ should 
be your school of choice! Located right on 
the beach in Fort Lauderdale, Pro Dive*was 
the first PADI Career Development Center in 
the world and PADI now recognized them as the 
“most chosen Career Development Center in the U.S.A.” 

And now Pro Dive has expanded, offering classes in the 
British Virgin Islands as well as Florida. Both locations offer 
students a real working environment—they are active 
resorts and dive centers. And, with a full-time 

Placement Director, you can 
count on Pro Dive to match 

you with the , 
perfect job opening, : 
anywhere in the world! PR . 
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VYAYANYA e]coxelMV{-1ul-t-Mere]an me) 
call toll free 1-800-PRO-DIVE (776-3483) 
UK toll free: 0800-068-9034 
Phone:.+ 1-954-776-3483 Fax: + 1-954-761-8624 
=iaatli Pa aycel@y ecole l\\(-1ut-y-mexelan 
Request A FREE Training Catalog and Video 








way down to the cavern’s bottom at 140 
feet. Majestic Black Coral trees dangle 
from the immense, sponge encrusted 
ceiling. The interior walls are home to 
cowrie shells, gobies, hawkfish and 
nudibranchs, while the gently upward 
sloping seafloor is littered with resting 
Whitetip Reef Sharks. Stirring lazily 
as we approached, the sharks finally 
exited through two massive holes, 
which were lavishly embellished with 
red and golden gorgonians, exquisitely 
backlit by the outside light. 

Palauan reefs are punctuated with 
caves and caverns of all sizes. We visit- 
ed another huge cavern created by eons 
of strong currents and crashing waves. 
It’s accessed via four blue holes, vertical 
shafts in the partially collapsed ceiling. 
Falling into the indigo chamber below, 
we found ourselves amongst flickering 
rays of sunlight. Carefully settling on 
the cavern’s bottom, we tried to absorb 
the visual grandeur of this submarine 
chamber, before starting to explore its 
many nooks and crannies. Deeper 
inside the cavern is a fascinating exten- 
sion that leads into complete darkness. 
Known as the Tunnel of Doom, the 
skeletons of many sea turtles rest here, 
a constant reminder of the potential 
danger of this place. 


FAaGLNATING Uaht 


Palau boasts more than 70 marine 
lakes, some still connected to the ocean, 
while others, such as Jellyfish Lake, are 
completely landlocked. Over millions 
of years, two species of jellyfish, the 
moon jellies and the Mastigias jellies, 
have developed here as unique species 
that exist nowhere else on Earth. 

While Jellyfish Lake is often cited in 
stories of Palau, no picture or any 





amount of words could ever describe 
the sensation of swimming amongst 
millions of stingless jellyfish, silently 
pulsating around you. It’s a spectacle 
of nature you must experience to fully 
comprehend. We discovered dense 
walls of millions of little jelly babies 
hovering in the shallows, some barely a 
quarter of an inch in size. Although 
the jellyfish are considered the main 
attraction, they are not the only 
unique inhabitants of the lake. There 
is aspecies of goby endemic to the lake 
and a jellyfish-feeding anemone that 
resembles a beautiful, white flower. 

Less well-known, but equally 
unique, is Mandarinfish Lake, actual- 
ly a shallow bay that is almost entire- 
ly rimmed by the Rock Islands, yet 
there is a narrow passage still con- 
necting it to the ocean. While we 
found an interesting array of unusual 
species thriving in this shallow, pro- 
tected body of water, there is an 
incredible abundance of the name- 
sake Mandarin Fish. They are best 
observed at dawn or dusk when they 
become very active, often in elaborate 
courting and mating rituals. 
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More than 50 ships of the Japanese 
Imperial Navy were destroyed in Palau 
in March of 1944, during American 
air strike Operation Desecrate. Most 
of the wrecks lie in shallow, protected 
water and are easily reached from 
Koror. Perhaps the most interesting is 
the /ro, a 470-foot tanker that rests in 
a perfectly upright position in 120 feet 
of water. Heavily encrusted with soft 
corals, fluted oysters and brightly 
hued sponges, the /ro boasts huge 
guns on the stern and the bow. While 





Who Has the Best Dive 
Accident Program? 

















Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 
your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 
and platinum levels make this insurance 
second to none in the dive industry. 





(7 deductible (except on medical nondive accident covet 
‘i mileage minimum (except on medical nondive : 
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(2 we accept divers from any agency 
ll ages 


ist America benefits available on 
all programs 





To sign up call (800) 223-9998 or register online at divei nsurance.com 








FISH ‘n FINS THE PIONEER DIVE SHOP IN PALAU 
4 ¢ Personalized service « Cabin boats with toilet & shower f-™is® 

4 ¢ Traditional outrigger canoe trips to the Rock Islands ish‘n Fins was 

3 ¢ All PADI & IANTD courses/Nitrox available Ph: (680) 488-2637 
4 E-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com ¢ WWW.FISHNFINS.COM Fax: (680) 488-5418 
4 OCEAN HUNTER THE ONLY TRUE LIVEABOARD IN PALAU 

E-MAIL: Ocean.Hunter@palaunet.com * WWW.OCEANHUNTER.COM 

¢ Only 6 divers in 3 A/C cabins ¢ Unlimited diving * Diving from main boat ¢ Nitrox 


| Palau Pacific Resort/ Splash . 


Enjoy the comfort and services of Palau's only World Class Resort. 
Experience the excitement of diving in one of the top seven under- _ palau pacific Resort 
water wonders of the world with Splash, an on-site dive center. 


Phone: (680) 488-2600 © Fax: (680) 488-1606 
E-mail: ppr@palaunet.com ¢ splash@palaunet.com 


Wwww.panpacific.com * www.splash-palau.com 


Sams Tours 


Chosen again as Palau’s best by American and European 
divers. PADI S-Star IDC Center. Warm friendly staff of 
marine biologists, u/w photographers and PADI pros. 
Personalized service. First class guides. Nitrox & Trimix 
too! Plus kayaking, sailing, wakeboarding and much more... 


E-mail: samstours@palaunet.com * www.samstours.com 


You are protected with TNT’s 
7 TRIPNIOUR BEST DEAL GUARANTEE & 
| Ra ASN: «Deposir REFUND GUARANTEE 
1-800-348-0842 


Call for our free 48-page brochure 
www.trip-n-tour.com 


Dive/Travel Expert 
of Palau & Micronesia 
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the interior has been salvaged and 
instruments and other artifacts are 
missing, the wreck now acts as an artifi- 
cial reef, boasting a wealth of inner 
lagoon marine species. Curious batfish 
and the unusual Eight-banded and 
Dusky Butterflyfish roam the wreck, 
while many species of shrimp and crab 
inhabit the hull. Two Giant Clams live 
on top of one of the ship’s masts, while 
the kingposts are home to numerous 
anemones and ‘Tomato Clownfish. 


aie 


During our five-week stay, we had 
the opportunity to dive a great number 
of Palau’s top sites, but like faithful 
pilgrims, our favorite dives came when 
returning to sites we had already 
dived. There was an enormous degree 
of satisfaction in revisiting our favorite 
critters, coming back for another shot 
at a perfect wide-angle set-up or, more 
often than not, finding the same site 
surprisingly different with changing 
currents, new weather conditions or 
simply during another time of the day. 
It all boils down to one simple fact— 
Palau delivers. Every time. 

Special thanks to the Palau Pactfic 
Resort and Sam’s Tours for their gener- 
ous assistance. 












Presents 


April 27-May 4, 2002 ‘Wy lANe, 


Professional and Beginner underwater photographers from around the world learning 
and competing to capture the best underwater images 


Dive with World Famous Photographers Marty Snyderman, Jim Watt, Doug Perrine 
Norbert Wu, David Fleetham and Bob Talbot Call today 


Film Festival featuring David Doubilet for your special 
hotel/event package. 


Limited space available 
HI 
Kids Day Snorkeling Treasure Hunt!!! 366.566.2278 


5K Run/1k Swim Biathlon (Opening Day) (866KonaArt) 


Art Festival showcasing the best local Artists. Email: KonaPhoto@Biglsle.net 
Guest appearance from Wyland Wir skin -divenoem 


Daily social events, post-dive activities, seminars and presentations 


Sli 


»“ReefMaster 


Special Manta Ray Night Dives 


dive operators: 


Kona Coast Divers, Jacks Diving Locker, Eco-Adventures, Sea Paradise, Dive Fish, 
Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii, Kona Aggressor, and Body Glove Cruises 


Sponsors: 


Big Island Visitors Bureau, Skin Diver, Body Glove, B&L Bikes, 

_ Kona Brewing Co., Aloha Airlines, Pelican Products, Sea and Sea, 
9 Sea Life -Reef Master, Scuba Pro, DEMA, Kodak, Oceanic, 
Royal Kona Resort, Kona Village Resort 





“the seat belt of d 


‘Qur continuing commitment to safety demands 
that all rental regulators aboard our vessels be 


‘ fitted with the Dive-Alert! 


fam confident in my conviction to personally endorse 


this product. Dive-Alert is the seat belt of diving.” 


Peter A. Hughes 
President, Peter Hughes Diving, Inc. 


Ideations Design, Inc. 800-275-4432 : Fax 206-285-6897 - 


Dive-Alert 


Models to fit all BC's 


‘Diver t© Diver 
Unclernwater 
pp ea DaWice 


* Models to fit all BC’s 
connects between your 
power inflator and LP Hose 


= Distinctive Low Pitched Buzz 


Ideations \ Dive « Alert 


P.O. Box 99575, Seattle, WA 98199, USA 
Phone 800-275-4332 Fax 206-285-6897 
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| BUSTING “THE GR 


| (continued from page 23) 


Decompression stops, planned with | 
the help of Abyss gas-planning software, 
began with a 20-second stop at 656 feet. 
His ascent speed from depth was 82 feet 
per minute to his first and second stops, 
49 feet per minute to the rest of his stops 
below 493 feet, and 33 feet per minute for 
all stops above that. 

Bennett reported 
moments during ascent. 

“At the 493-foot gas switch, the valve 
on the tank played up,” he said. “I was 
losing gas, so I needed to turn the valve 
on and off manually until I reached a 
spare tank, which had been placed at 427 
feet. | had practiced this skill, so it was 
not as bad as it seems. A good point here 
is that the bottle was only there because 
my team had insisted. | had said the 
team was not to go below 300 feet, but 
Jorge Marques [the Portuguese record 
holder], a good friend who was on the 
team, stressed that, in the absence of 
safety divers, it had to be there. 

“Problem two happened in around 200 
feet,” Bennett said. “All was going well, 
then | suddenly experienced extreme 
rotational vertigo and vomiting, also tin- 
nitus in the right ear. This lasted a large 
part of the remaining dive time—it came 
in bouts. At first, both the team and I 
were unsure what the problem was. As 
you can imagine, it was a very taxing 
time, both physically and mentally. We 
extended the decompression run-time in 
case it was DCS. But after about an hour, 
both Joe Mclary [team paramedic] and | 
were Sure it was not.” 

Total ascent tme was ¥ hours and 36 
minutes, meluding 1.5 hours added 
because of vertigo and tinnitus. 

In terms of pure depth, Bennett's 
next project—a dive to ascertain if a 
688-foot-deep wreck is that of the 
World War Uo Yamashire—might 
sound tame in comparison. But he 
says that he has no plans to go back 
and try to best his own record. 

“Yes,” he says. “Il am sure that I can. — 
But to go further would mean little. I | 
feel the only deeper dive worth doing at | 
the moment is Zacaton. But that is | 
firmly in Jim Bowden’s and his team’s 
hands.” “* —Tom Morrisey 
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Aqua Cat at anchovy in the Exuma Cays 


Landa and Sea Pavk, Bahamas 


... 102 feet of liveaboava luxury leaving weekly from Nassau to the Exumas. 


OPO. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 
Tel: 1-888-327-9600 * 305-888-3002 Fax: 305-885-3323 
email: sd@aquacatcruises.com www.aquacatcrulses.com 


© 2001 Rick Frehsee/Aqua Cat Cruises 


















BAHAMAS LIVEABOARD - 


We include: © FOOD © BEVERAGES (SODA, BEER, WINE & RUM DRINKS) 

¢ ACCOMMODATIONS ¢ TANKS © WEIGHT BELTS © 3 DIVES A DAY 

e ISLAND EXPLORATION ¢ FISHING © SAILING © SHELL COLLECTING 
© OUT ISLAND NIGHTLIFE ¢ LOBSTER HUNTS ¢ VIRGIN DIVING 


Blackbeard S 


CRUISES 


Call: (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 
Fax (305) 884-4214 
www.blackbeard-cruises.com © E-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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“Dolphin Man 


Jacques Mayol Dies 


THE FRENCH BREATH-HOLD 

diving legend, Jacques Mayol was 

found dead on Sunday, December 

7, 2001, in his villa on the Italian 

island of Elba. Police in the town 

of Capoliveri said a neighbor dis- 

covered the 74-year-old man’s 

body after Mayol had failed to 

answer his telephone. Although police 

refused to share further details, it was 

determined that Mayol died on Saturday 
and that he had committed suicide. 

Italian diver Umberto Pelizzari, a 

friend of Mayol’s, told the Rome AP 





Legendary diver Jacques Mayol. 


that he had seen Mayol in November 
at his Elba villa and that Mayol 
“seemed to be down.” 

“The Dolphin Man,” as Mayol 
came to be known, was the first free- 
diver to plunge below 330 feet, which 
he did in 1976. Seven years later, 
Mayol set another freediving depth 
record of 345 feet; he was 56 years old. 

“Tt was with great sadness that we 
learned of the death in Elba of Jacques 
Mayol,” reads a letter posted on Jacques 
Mayol’s official website, written by 
Mayol’s publishers, editor in chief and 
owner of Idelson-Gnochhi Publisher 
Ltd. “The man who successfully imitat- 
ed dolphins, his myths will live forever in 
the history of man’s achievements to the 
ocean. The ending of a great diving life, 
seemingly was in tragic circumstances.” 

The inspiration for Luc Besson’s film, 
The Big Blue, Mayol authored the book 
Dolphinus, or ““The Dolphin Within Man.” 
The book explored the natural relationship 
between man, ocean and dolphin, and 
today, is considered a freediver’s bible. 

Mayol, born of French parents in 
China, had spent the latter part of his life 
in Italy. Funeral arrangements had not 
been made at press time. ** 
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Tahiti or bust. 





Tahiti, Aggressor's 
Newest Destination 


IN SEPTEMBER 2002, AGGRESSOR FLEET 
Limited, agent for the largest fleet of 
franchise dive yachts in the world, will 
offer scuba cruises exploring the waters 
surrounding the Tuamotu Islands of 
Tahiti. The 16-passenger 7ahiti Aggressor 
is a 106-foot-long catamaran, offering 
seven-day, inclusive charters to dive the 
swift passes of Rangiroa, Kaukura, 
Fakarava, Toau and Apataki. ** 

For more information, call (800) 3485- 


2628 or visit www.aggressor.com. 


DAN SERVICES, INC., A FOR-PROFIT 
subsidiary of Divers Alert Network*® 
(DAN), is now offering equipment 
coverage exclusively to DAN 
Members via the Internet. 

“This great new insurance program 
will help DAN members protect their 
dive equipment and cameras,” noted 
Betty Orr, Director of 
Insurance Services. 

‘“{Members] can make 
an easy purchase and 
apply quickly and 
exclusively online.” 
Premiums start as low as $100 per year. 

The coverage territory is worldwide, 
and products that will be covered 
include dive equipment, cameras, 
housings, lenses, strobes and diving 
accessories. Of course, coverage is sub- 
ject to policy terms and conditions. 

Added Chris Bennett, President of 
DAWN Services, Inc., “We’re pleased to 
add a service that many DAN members 
have requested. Divers can now use 
DAN for all their dive insurance 
needs.” 

To purchase the plan, go to www.diversalert 
network.org /danservices /equipment. asp. 





Live the Dream: 


Yes, you can make a 
great. living with the 
right training 

and a quality 
placement 
program. 


SCUBA DIVING 


INSTRUCTOR 


A013) WATERIREFERRAL 
« ADE oF rel 3} 
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: pith 
Ki Prettiest eN 
a INSTRUCTOR 


‘ 800-331 aO55 NO EXRERIENCE REQUIRED 
305-743: 5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING 
FAX 305-743-8168 _!%+ Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 
_ www.hallisdiving.com APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 


& Hall’s see Center © 1994 Overseas Hwy * Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


490% placed 4 out of 8 types of Instructor programs, 95% placed on an average of all Institute programs including 
ult 4 a sa Weg program review, ripe! collected vocational stiident follow- vsup data have een ame to copie this 


Liat Wd ocall 
unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right 
from the beach! Call our toll-free number and 
* well answer all your questions and send you 
ae a beautiful brochure. A family operation. 


Travel arrangements 


1-800-282-8932 


www.roatan.com/ cocoview. htm 


ad wen TTS 
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‘CoceVi iew Recut 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 
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DIVE SITES If) THE 
TURKS & CAICOS 


Hopscotch your way down the Bahamas chatn and — 


youll end up planting a foot furmly in the 


lurks and Caicos Islands. Home to gut- 
wrenching wall dives and a favorite : 
retreat for whale-watching ankles, 

TC! also offer up some spectacular 
reefs. We asked former resident 

dive pros MATT AND ANGELA 
WEEDON for a top 10 list of the 
islands’ best dives. They replied, 
‘What. just 107 “Dramroll please... 


#10: GRACE BAY’S AQUARIUM 


Every seasoned dive guide in Provo tells a story about 
something incredible they’ve encountered in Grace Bay. 
From Humpback Whales to Mantas, the chance to see 
“Mr. Big” keeps the divers coming back. 

However, Grace Bay’s Aquarium 1s special because it’s 


the only “non-wall” diving in this wall-diving capitol of 


the Caribbean. French and Bluestriped Grunts sway back 
and forth between the spurs of hard corals running down 
the slope, while schools of jacks parade overhead. And, 
nearly every coral head has a resident bug. 


#9; KELLY’S FOLLIES 


Similar in underwater topography to Grand ‘Turk, Salt 
Cay 1s a tiny island on the southeastern edge of the TCI. 
Its walls start in only 30 feet of water and are saturated 
with healthy coral growth. At Kelly’s Vollics, large 


Spotted Eagle Ray 


schools of grunts and schoolmasters, a literal moving wall 
of yellow, hang under the dive boats, and Nurse Sharks 
can be caught napping beneath the reef’s ledges. 


#9: AMPHITHEATER 


Amphitheater, off the Northwest Point of Provo, has 
walls that plunge from about 50 feet straight into the abyss. 
An undercut, bowl-shaped depression in the wall is com- 
pletely overgrown with Bushy Black Coral. Descend over 
the wall, and a huge snaggle-toothed barracuda is likely to 
be watching you from the bottom. As a bonus, divers that 
venture to Northwest Pomt can take an excursion to the 
tiki-hut-lined white sand beach-—one of the best youll ever 
set foot on. 








#/:; HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 


West Caicos, a small uninhabited island on the western 
fringe of the Caicos Bank, offers steep and deep walls, coral 
canyons, great sponge growth and Highway to Heaven. A 45- 
degree slope of white sand cascades down from about 40 feet 
to nearly 140 feet between huge coral-encrusted bluffs. A large 
school of black and silver Atlantic Spadefish often welcomes 
divers. Caribbean Reef Sharks, which seem rather oblivious to 
divers, are also on the viewing menu. 


#6: TUNNELS 


Grand Turk continually amazes divers with the health 
and vibrant nature of its reef. While lush soft corals sway in 
the minimal current, healthy boulder and star coral forma- 
tions blanket the bottom. Make your way through a large 
coral-encrusted tunnel and be met by a troop of Black Jacks. 
Plate corals plummet over the edge and Purple Sea Fans 
cover the wall. 


Naas 


#6; GIBBS CAY 


No trip to Grand Turk would be complete without a 
visit to Gibbs Cay, the Turks and Caicos’ own intimate 
version of Stingray City. Arrive and you will be met by 
a group of eager and friendly stingrays that will hang out 
for hours. 


#4: DOUBLE D 


At French Cay, a tiny speck of an island about an hour 
boat ride south of Provo, the reefs run right up to a steep 
drop-off. With thick gorgonians, sea plumes and sea fans all 
over the top of the reef, it is comparable to diving in the 
western Pacific. At Double D, soft corals act as a home base 
for a large circling school of Horse-eye Jacks, while beefy 
Reef Sharks patrol the waters nearby. 


#2: G-SPOT 


At G-Spot, also off French Cay, huge deep-water gor- 
gonians cover the wall. Giant barrel sponges are inter- 
spersed with bright Yellow Tube Sponges, and large 
Spotted Eagle Rays are not uncommon. In fact, nearly 
everything seems bigger than normal at French Cay. 





A wall of Orange 
Elephant Ear Sponges. 















GETTING THERE: American Airlines, TWA, SkyKing, Interisland 
Airways, Turks & Caicos Airways and Delta offer daily service to the d 
Turks and Caicos. To view their schedules visit www.tcisearch.com, 
click: Airlines. 

FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round. The 
Seasons are exactly the same as in the U.S., with winter only slight- 
ly cooler than the summer. Topside Climate: Average 83°F. 
Hottest months are September and October, 90 to 95°F. 
Easterly tradewinds keep things comfortable year- 
round. Water Temperature: Average 
76 to 82° Exchange Rate: US. 
Dollar. Time Difference: Eastern 
Standard Time. 

LIVE-ABOARDS: Aggressor (800) 348- 
2628 www.aggressor.com © Peter Hughes Diving 
(800) 9-DANCER www.peterhughes.com 

RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS: Grand 
Turk: Beachcomber House (649) 946-2470 © Blue Water Divers (649) 
946-1226 www.grandturkscuba.com * Cecil Ingham’s Sea Eye Diving (649) 946- 1407 iia 
www.reefnet.on.ca/grandturk * Oasis Divers (800) 892-3995 www.oasisdivers.com * Salt Cay: Pirate’ 
Hideaway (649) 946-6909 www.windnet.com/pirate * Salt Cay Divers (649) 946-6906 www.saltcay 
divers.tc * South Caicos: South Caicos Ocean Haven (649) 946-3444 www.oceanhaven.tc ° 
Providenciales: Big Blue Unlimited (649) 946-5034 www.bigblue.tc * Comfort Suites www.comfort 
Suitestci.com * Dive Provo (800) 234-7768 www.diveprovo.com ° Provo Turtle Divers (800) 833-1341 
www.provoturtledivers.com 

RESOURCES: Turks and Caicos Tourist Board (800) 241-0824 www.turksandcaicostourism.com ° T&C 
Islands Web Business Directory www.tcisearch.com * Lonely Planet Guide to the Bahamas, Turks and Caicos and 
Diving and Snorkeling Turks and Caicos Islands www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


Northwest 
elite 
\ Caicos 
Providentiales ae 
ha ATLANTIC 
gest OCEAN South 


aicos in Caicos 
eegencn Cay 


/ 
Salt Cay 


SKIN DIVER APRIL 2002 91 





TURKS BICAICOS 


OASIS DIVERS 


Ocean front dive & accommodation packages © Grand 
Turk’s only Nitrox and Rebreather facility ¢ Dive Grand 


(800) 892-3995 
Tel/Fax: 649-946-1128 
web: www.oasisdivers.com © e-mail: oasisdiv@tdway.tc 


Grand Turks Only PAD! Gold Palm/ 

5 Star Instructor Development Center 
Specializing in Small Groups & Personal Service 
"WE DONT BELIEVE IN HYPE - WE BELIEVE IN RETURN CLIENTELE" 
www.grandturkscuba.com 
E-Mail: mrolling@tciway.tc 
Telephone: 649 946 2432 





, For dive packages 
and accommoda- 
tion in Grand 
Turk. Diving dail 
| in Grand Turk wit 
excursions to Salt 
Cay & Gibbs Cay. 
| PADI and NAUI 
instruction at all 


levels, for all abilities. UW Photo ‘ 
rentals, E-6. For the best diving 
holiday in Grand Turk contact the 


professionals at seviuhenis 


SEA EYE DIVING 
(649) 946-1407 Ph/Fx 
1-800-513-5823 
e-mail: ci@ciway.tc 


Web: www.seaeyediving.com 
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for those who qualify. 





Golden Hamlet. 


#2: THE PLANE 


Across the deep Turks Passage from 
Grand Turk, South Caicos is affection- 
ately known by locals as the “Big 
South.” With only one hotel/dive 
operation and a small marine biology 
school next door, there is very little div- 
ing going on. The Plane, the only dive- 
able plane wreck in the TCI, has the 
fuselage and wings of a wrecked 
Convair F29A. It rests 50 feet from the 
drop-off, in about 55 feet of water. 
Tossed around by several major 
storms, it is now completely overgrown 
with coral growth. Bright yellow 
schoolmasters congregate in the fuse- 
lage. Eels seem to have taken up resi- 
dence in every open space. Being so 
close to the drop-off, you can also be on 
the lookout for passing sharks and rays. 


#1: EAGLE'S NEST 


Taking the top spot is the Eagle’s 
Nest, another dive site from South 
Caicos. Also known as the Point or the 
Grotto, several large sand patches near 
the wall are home to some of the 
biggest stingrays you will ever find. A 
large, mushroom-shaped coral head 
acts as a major cleaning station for big 
groupers. And, the drop-off is covered 
in sponges and cascading plate corals. 
The highlight of the dive, however, is 
the chance to see schools (think 25) of 
Spotted Eagle Rays. The reef seems to 
act as a funnel for “big stuff” from the 
shallow banks out to the deep water. 
Caribbean Reef Sharks are frequently 
encountered, as well as the occasional 
Great Hammerhead. 


Special thanks to Oasis Divers, Sea Eye 
Diving, Blue Water Divers and 
Beachcomber House in Grand Turk; 
Salt Cay Divers and Pirate’s Hideaway 
in Salt Cay; and Dive Provo, Provo 
Turtle Divers, Big Blue Unlimited and 
Comfort Suites in Provo. 
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Limited edition Giclee 


Ray of Hope hogs 


i 0 
The Eagle Ray completed by artist, Rogest, on September 10th See ce no Oe ore 


is available for purchase with all proceeds benefitting the Stretched on a wood frame, each 


"Rescue One Relief Fund" featured work of art is signed and 
numbered with all proceeds 
benefitting the "Rescue One Relief 


Fund." Purchase is tax deductible. 


"As a Diver I wanted to do 
something. As a Diver you can 


make a contribution." - Rogest 


Ready to frame and hang. Only 
500 of size 14 x 20 available. Cost 
is $275.00, plus S&H. 


Please visit www.rogest.com or 
www.skin-diver.com 
to download the order 


form and learn more. 


Vented for efficiency. Stylish for sure. € 
Speed and control are the advantages! www.diveaeris.com 














E2Se Eastern Academy 
Gia Ge of Scuba Education 
Dive into a NEW CAREER with EASE! 


Become a PADI Scuba Instructor in Florida. 


Meals and Room 


INCLUDED 


in all our Career Programs 


Ask about our * International Job Placement 


Dive Industry Specialist + PADI IDC & IE EVERY MONTH 


Program %* Small and Personal Classes 


We conduct a full range of courses, 
including Instructor Crossover Programs, 
EVERY MONTH 


416 Miracle Mile Plaza, 1-800-732-9685 


Vero Beach, Florida 32960 
WWW.deepsix.cOM 1-561-562-8338 


Email: ease@deepsix.com 





©*Your search for 
ferrous metals begins with 
Fishers Proton Mags.” 





| Proton 4 
Boat-towed mag 


Boat tracking and data 


Call for a free catalog or to order 
our demonstration video. 


logging software available. 


“Fishers Diver Mag 1 and Proton 4 magnetometers give the best cost/performance 
ratio of any mags on the market today. They are the ultimate detectors for iron and 
steel targets with a 1,500 foot detection range for large targets.” 


Underwater 


® Diver-hela Metal 


suid 
j Boat-towed 
Depressor Wing Camera Detector 


“Metal Detector 
JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA « (800)822-4744 
e Tel. (508J822-7330 © FAX: (508)880-8949 ¢ email: jwfishers@aol.com ¢ www.jwfishers.com 


www.skin-diver.cc 
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THE SECOND aANNuaw Kips SEA 
Camp and Family Fun Weeks are 
scheduled for 
June 29 through 
July 6, and July 
6 through July 
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13. Kids 
receive a 
hands-on 
approach 
to learning about Curacao’s reef 
system, while learning how to 
snorkel and SASY in an animal 
encounter tank. 

For more information, visit www.world 
dive.com, e-mail: kids@worlddive.com, or 


call (800) 433-3483. 














Equipment 
Recall 


OCEAN MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS, 
Inc., (OMS) in cooperation with 
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) is recalling 
buoyancy control systems over- 
pressure valves (OPV). Molding 
variations in one component of the 
OPV used in the OMS Buoyancy 
Control Systems (BCS) could, in 
rare instances, prevent the OPV 
from sealing properly, creating a 
potential drowning hazard. 

While this variation is not 
present in every OPV, the CPSC 
requires that all units be replaced 
with new assemblies. Customers 
should return their BCs toan OMS 
dealer for a free upgrade. 

For a listing of those serial numbers 
being recalled, call (845) 457-1617, or 


visit WWM.omsalve.com. 
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Dive with your own personal photo_Coachaer-one=week: 
Marty Snyderman, Rick Frehsee,StevesSimonsen;-Eric Hanauer, 
Jay lreland-& Georgienne Bradley-aana.otwers 
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Anthony's Key Resort Bay Islands Aggressor 





800/443-0717 800/348-2628 

Bay Islands Beach Resort Coco View Resort 

a se maa es Peter Riekstins 
800/282*8932 silane 


For more information, see www.skin-diver.com Sponsored. bySiin Diver: Magazine 
and The Honduras Institute of Tourism 
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There is a world of reasons why divers and snorkelers are so passionate about their 
sport. It means traveling to beautiful destinations. It means interacting with nature 
in its most breathtaking settings. It means high excitement and encounters with the 
marine world's most awesome creatures. And much; much more... 


Tropical Destination Travel * Learning to Dive « Dive and 
Snorkeling Equipment * Underwater Photography 
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For all that diving and snorkeling have to offer, 
visit us online at www-skin-diver-com 
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Skin Diver magazine, 6420 wilshire boulevard, los angeles, ca 90048, fax (323)782-2121, e-mail:skindiver@ primediacmmg.com 
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THESE WORDS NEED TO BE USED 
when describing AERIS’s latest 
line of dive computers, the 
ATMOS 2. 

The ATMOS 2 dive computer 
has all the features you would 
expect from an advanced dive 
computer....and then some. 
The computer face is designed 
with color-coded bar graphs; 
green, yellow, and red. These 
graphs monitor three very 







ATMOS 2 Console Computer 


ATMOS 2 Knife Mount 


important diving parameters: nitrogen 
accumulation, oxygen loading, and 
your personal ascent rate. Proper 
monitoring of these graphs allow you 
to select the personal degree of 
conservatism you wish to build into 
each dive, putting you in control of 
your margin of safety. 

To further enhance your safety, AERIS 
has included a red flashing LED that 
illuminates when you are in a situation 
you may need to manage. This LED 
flashes in conjunction with your audible 
alarms. 

The computer is activated either by 
pushing the button while you are 
doing your pre-dive planning, or the 








ATMOS 2 Fico Mowht | 


SPECIAL ADVERTISING 


eatures, Style, 
rgonomics an 





water will activate it when 

you enter. The computer 

face layout is easy to 
understand. The over-sized 

digits make it very easy to 

read. Multiple user-settings 

allow you to personalize the 
computer to your style of 

diving. Some of these would 

be; variable PO2 & _ Nitrogen 
accumulation alarms, maximum depth 
& dive time remaining alarms, to name 
but a few. Each computer 
has a built-in simulator for dive- 
_ planning purposes. 

| You can even control the 
‘ backlight duration. Nitrox pro- 
| gramming and PC downloading 
(up to 250 dives) are key features 
}of this computer.You can order 
|the computer with a back-up 
|knife attached directly to the 
/console. What better place to 
mount a back-up knife? 

The optional quick-disconnect 
is a must for today’s traveling diver. For 
those divers who already own a console 
and are interested in a back-up, the 
ATMOS 2 may be configured as a wrist 
unit, hose mount, or retractor. 

It appears that AERIS has again raised 
the benchmark for computer develop- 
ment. The ATMOS 2 computer is the 
finest combination of features and 
styling that this writer has seen to date. 


For more information, or an 
interactive demo, please visit _ 
your nearest AERIS Dealer or AERIS’ 

Website: www.diveaeris.com. 


SECTION 
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A GREAT NUMBER OF DIVERS CHOOSE 
Hawaii as a destination for the 
crystal clear Pacific waters and 
unique marine life, but many 
of these same divers have a 
second agenda for their selec- 
tion. To accompany the ocean 
element, the world’s most iso- 
lated island group has myriad 
additional offerings that make 
it a favorite for couples. 
Indeed, nearly 10,000 couples 
come to Hawaii each year to 
take “the plunge,” and I’m not 






i's Hanauma Bay 
Marine Preserve. 


(Magi Tae 


talking about the ocean now, although 
a few of these ceremonies are being 
held underwater with a school of bright 
yellow butterflyfish as witnesses. 

On Kauai, the geologically oldest of 
the main islands, a helicopter ride past 
Speilberg’s favorite tropical cliffs, The Na 


Schooling Raccoon Butterflyfish give this 
diving duo company. 
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ADVERTISING 


Pali Coast (see Jurassic Park) and then 
down through Waimea Canyon 
(Hawaii’s Grand Canyon) is a must for 
the courageous. Keeping their feet on 
the ground, others search out the 
hidden beach where South Pacific 
was filmed, and spend the afternoon 
indulging themselves in the waves. 

For those who don’t want to leave 
the metropolitan feeling behind, 
Honolulu on the island of Oahu is 
America’s 11th largest city and boasts 
valleys with waterfalls, rain forests and a 
nearly mile-high mountain range all 
within the city limits. Not to mention 
coral reefs and the golden sands of 
Waikiki beach. Outside the city, 
Hanauma Bay, a volcanically circular 


fish bowl with an opening to the 
Pacific offers protected waters and col- 
orful fish. Oahu’s Northshore is rural 
Hawail combined with the most 
famous surfing spots on the planet 
located right off some of the most 
romantic beaches in the state. 

After a morning dive, couples on Maui 
can catch the afternoon tradewinds off 
Sprecklesville or for the more proficient 
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(The Big Island) 





Hookipa, 
the “Mecca” 

for windsurfers from 

around the world. There are also rain for- 
est hikes, a real Paniolo (cowboy) Rodeo, 
mountain biking down Maui’s 10,000 
foot Haleakala Crater past pineapple 

é TEXT AND 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
DAVID FLEETHAM 


fields to the ocean or, for that flying feel- 
ing, hang gliding or paragliding the 
same volcano. 

The Big Island offers romance at over 
2,000°F. Kilauea Volcano has been 
almost continuously erupting since 
1983 and is noted for its approachable 
lava flows. Liquid rock is one of the 
most incredible sights on earth and 
snuggling up to watch the fire- 
works at night as the lava hits the 
ocean makes for life long honey- 
moon memories. 

Clear warm water that hosts lush 
reefs, myriad fish (30% of which are 
found nowhere else in the world), 
wrecks and spectacular marine life 
encounters, as well as fragrant veg- 
etation and perfect sun-kissed days 
topside: Whatever your dreams, 
Hawaii is a great place for a wed- 
ding, honeymoon or romantic get- 
away. Not only do the islands exude 
passion and beauty, but they are 
also a blast for the adventurous, 
both topside and underwater. And, 
of course, don’t forget to pack your 
mask and snorkel. &> 
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Peter Hughes is pleased to announce 
that the flagship of the Dancer Fleet, 
the M/V Sun Dancer Il, will re-locate 
from its present home in Palau, 
Micronesia, to Belize, Central America. 
Sun Dancer II will host its last guests in 
Palau in May, and then travel east 
across the Pacific and through the 
Panama Canal to reach her new home. 
She will replace the M/V Wave Dancer, 
the most popular Dancer Fleet live- 
aboard of all time, and will commence 
Belize charters on August 17, 2002. 

The Sun Dancer II is unquestionably the 
largest and most luxurious of the entire 

Dancer Fleet (currently operating in nine different 
locations around the diving world) and will pro- 
vide visiting divers a combination that’s tough to 
beat: the world-class diving of the famous atolls of 
Belize and a vessel that features staterooms and 
amenities better suited to the QE2 than most div- 
ing live-aboards. At 138 feet in length and carry- 


Sun Dancer II to 
Cruise Belize 


ing 20 guests, this vessel designed for high-end Pacific tours, 
will definitely “raise the bar” in live-aboard diving in Belize. 
Tours are also priced competitively 


Hn with other Caribbean live- 
pee aboards, so the added 
ne space and luxury Is a 


: bonus! 
Belize diving is often 
e. ranked as the “best” in 
i the Caribbean, and 
soonest Lighthouse Reef (with 
over 40 dive sites, includ- 
ing the famous “Blue Hole”) 
is one of the most eagerly 
sought out dive vacations. The walls are 
steep and sheer, the marine life prolific, and the almost total 
absence of development on the offshore atolls ensures that 
water quality will remain high. Although Belize has the second 
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ta 


Belize’s atolls 
offer incredible 
seascapes. 
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redefining the 
word “luxury. ” 


largest barrier reef in the world, most serious divers prefer to 
cruise to the offshore atolls for the best diving. The three atolls 
(Turneffe Island, Lighthouse Reef and Glovers Reef) are 
approximately 35 to 60 miles from the mainland respectively. 

Palau, often ranked as the “best” diving on the other side of 
the world, will not be without a Dancer Fleet live-aboard for 
long! The M/V Star Dancer, currently in Papua New Guinea, will 
begin servicing both PNG and Palau starting in January, 2003. 
As veteran Pacific divers know, weather is the key factor to great 
diving vacations in this part of the world, and Star Dancer's split 
itinerary will allow our guests to enjoy the best diving these two 
world-class dive destinations have to offer. 

Guests always rave about Belize diving, especially from a live- 
aboard and finding a suitable vessel to fill Wave Dancer's shoes 
was going to be a challenge. 

“We knew we had to put the biggest and best vessel the 
Dancer Fleet had to offer in Belize and that would logically be 
the Sun Dancer II.” said Peter Hughes, “But at the same time, 
we also wanted to continue to offer our guests the fantastic 
diving Palau and PNG have to offer. This arrangement works 
out well for everyone!” 

Divers may book trips to Belize, Palau, and PNG aboard 
Sun Dancer Il and Star Dancer immediately, by contacting 
Peter Hughes Diving: 


PETER HUGHES DIVING 

5723 NW 158 Street, Miami Lakes, FL 33014 

(800) 9-DANCER (800) 932-6237), (305) 669-9391 
Fax: (305) 669-9475 

E-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 

Website: www.peterhughes.com 
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TRAVEL GUIDE 
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: cits Corals, “Mandarin Fish, Walls, Neo nd More! 
3, 4, 7 & 10 day packages starting at $453.00 pp/do 


sdm@mantaray.com 
WWww.mantaray.com 


UTILA, 


BAY ISLANDS, 
HONDURAS 


? nights AC Cabin 
Breakfast daily 
Dinner daily 

3 dives dally 
Alrport Transfers 


Aqua Dreams Travel, Inc. 


(Toll free) 888-322-DIVE 


www.aquadreams.com ~ info@aquadreams.cé Say 
Fi Seller of Travel # ST- 22259 


www.bilikiki.com vod open op 


www. infobilikiki.com 
bx Cruises Ltd. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 
Tel. 250-383-7253 © Fax 250-383-6598 
e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 


Hidden within most of us 


American Pro 


Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


a “Let's Get Wet’ 
Manatee Tours 


Call for vacation packages with lodging. 


Learn to Dive 
in 2 Days 


Includes lodging & dive certification 


$299. 
800-291-DIVE 


821 SE Hwy.19, Crystal River, FL 34429 
PADI 5-STAR STORE 

All referrals welcome 
www.americanprodiving.com 

E-mail: ampro@americanprodiving.com 
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Reservations » 1-800-223-1108 
E-mail: reservations@youngisland.com 


www.youngisland.com 


WANT DIVING DIVERSITY? 

Come to Andros Island, Bahamas. 

We have shallow reefs, 50’ gardens, wrecks at 60’, 
walls from 70’, caverns at 90’, 9 different blue holes, 
shark observation dives, Nitrox, and one-on-one 
specialty dives. Twenty cottages, all-inclusive rates, 

and a help-yourself bar. Since 1960. 

SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, Andros Island, Bahamas 
1-800-223-6961; www.SmallHope.com 
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OVERSEAS DIVERS’ DIRECTORY 








See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.com 
Rates: $760 for 6 months or $1,175 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 


via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 


Contact: Heidi Douglas, E-mail: doughlash@primediacmmg.com or call: (858) 488-8677 or fax: (858) 488-4943. 


AFRICA 


ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 
Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 


info@adventureexpress.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES from $695 3 nights/2 days in cages near 
Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs available. 


www.adventu reexpress.com 


dive@divetropical.com 


ANTIGUA 


DOCKYARD DIVERS = (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites within 


www.divetropical.com 


| mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s Dockyard, 
Box 184, St. John’s Antigua. 


ARUBA 


PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. Fax: (297) 872-315 

pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 


www.dockyard-divers.com 


AUSTRALIA 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ steel 
cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 


PRO DIVE CAIRNS 011 (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also | day trips.Cod Hole and Coral 
Sea Safaris. Fax: (617) 4051-9955 
SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 


prodive@internetnorth.com 


7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 


www.sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 


TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 011 (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Taka Il. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 


takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
BAHAMAS 
EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA = (242) 336-2893 


Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; www.smallhope.com 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 
Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI certs, 
rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water sports. 


dive@valentinesdive.com www. valentinesdive.com 


BARBADOS 


DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. Packages 
avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest prices/island. 
Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 


102 www.skin-diver.com 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
Fax: (246) 435-8214 PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. 
Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, 


Barbados, W.|. x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 


BELIZE 


BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 

Come join the experience of family and friends that has returned 
again and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon des- 
tination. marlin@btl.net; 


HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www.hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 


www. bluemarliniodge.com 


Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 


info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 


THE INN AT ROBERT’S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int'l Dive Ctr, Dly 2- 
tank dives to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom.,fine 
dining, adv galore (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 

Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled Blue Hole. 6 


info@robertsgrove.com. 


days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront accommodations. 
www.scubabelize.com 


BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. Discount air- 
fare. Free color catalog. 

www.magnumbelize.com. info@magnumbelize.com 


MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
|2-acre private island resort on southern most atoll, 12 air-condi- 
tioned cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874; info@mantaresort.com; www.mantaresort.com 


RADISSON FORT GEORGE HOTEL & MARINA (800) 423-3114 
Turneffe, Barrier Reef, Blue Hole, Llghthouse, Dive shope, marina, 
2 pools, tour desk, 102 rooms, Packages available. 

rdfgh@btl.net. 


ST.GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX EXPERTS (800) 678-6871 
Overwater cottages, arrive/depart any day, excellent food, accomo- 
dations, diving & instruction. OWD/AOWDINitrox cert. 
Bze Ph. (501) 212121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; www.gooddiving.com 
TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats you'll 


www.radissonbelize.com 


enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious food and 


a relaxed atmosphere. www.tflats.com 


TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on a 


beautiful |2-acre private island. www.ultimatedivetravel.com 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int'l 


Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www.ietravel.com 


BONAIRE 


BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available for 


every budget! info@bonbinidivers.com | www.bonbinidivers.com 


GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & video 
shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 


reservations@harbourvillage.com www. habourvillage.com 





HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES (599) 717-8405; FAX: (599) 717-8605 

Clean, quiet, |-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio & 
garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. from 
beach & diving. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 


Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning & 


www.happyholidayhomes.com 


advice from divers who know the island best. 
info@gotobonaire.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, kayak- 

(599) 717-5252 
www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 


Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much more. 


www.gotobonaire.com 


ing, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. 


info@discoverbonaire.com 


(Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended Box 369, 


Bonaire, N. A.; www.touchthesea.com. 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 
Relaxed diving for | to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 
Trimaran. (284) 494-2490; www. bvidiving.com 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/CAYMAN BRAC (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 2-3 
bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discountdive, air, 
car pkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; www.almondbeach.com 


ATLANTIS SUBMARINE ADVENTURES (800) 887-8571 
Voyage 1000 ft down the Cayman Wall on-board Deep Explorer 
Submarines. Exclusive with only 2 passengers & a pilot. 
atlantis@candw.ky (345) 949-7700 www.GoAtlantis.com/cayman 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ 
unlimited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 


bobsotos@candw.ky www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 


CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 

All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
Email: caribsan@candw.ky www.caribsands.com 
CATHY CHURCH'S U/W PHOTO CENTRE (345) 949-7415 
Enjoy classes with Cathy-the finest U/W photo instructor in the 
world-all levels. LOWEST rates on camera rentals and sales. 
Visit our gallery. www.cathychurch.com 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snki/dive off your own 
beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 


CAYMAN BREAKERS-CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 
New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. Pool 
shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available. 


email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 


CAYMAN DIVING SCHOOL (345) 949-4729 
Visit our new “PADI 5 star instructordevelopment center” loca- 
tion. Lots of great diving from recreational to technical--we’ve got 
it all!. www.caymandivingschool.com 
COBALT COAST RESORT& SUITES (866) 946-6626 
Dive spectacular North Wall and shoredives at 2 Divetech locations. 
Modern new resort offers dive packages with and without meals. 


www.cobaltcoast.com www.divetech.com 








DIVE ‘N STUFF 1 (345) 9ASCUBA 
Cayman’s premiere small dive operator. Flexible departure times, 
small groups, experience divemasters, very very low rates. 
divenstuff@cayman.org divenstuff.com 
DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345)945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn Resorts- 
Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value-priced dive 
pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 


DIVETECH @ COBALT COAST RESORT 1 (866) 622-9626 
Experience service, luxury & adventure. Packages include 2 great 
shore diving locations, unlimited shore diving, daily boat trips - 
with or without meal plans. The adventure awaits you... 
DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN (800) 833-4837 
Located in Georgetown Harbor & Comfort Suites. Perfect for in- 
struction, daily boat dive, shore dive & private dock for Stingray City. 
dfd@candw.ky www.donfosters.com 

EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving w/ great boat diving pkgs and accom. 
Great location to learn to dive for beginners, referrals, and adv. divers. 


www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 


LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by the 
pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years ex- 


perience guarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! 4 


OCEAN FRONTIERS-EAST END -GRAND CAYMAN (800) 544-6576 
Cayman’s #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. Monthly 


Specials on Dive and  Hotel/Condo Packages. 
www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
ON THE BAY CONDOS (888) 868-6827 


Located on private North Coast, brand new luxurious 2-3 bdrm, 
oceanfront condos. Private lagoon/pool/fully equipped 
kitchens/Jacuzzi tubs. www.onthebayresort.com 


RED SAIL SPORTS (345) 945-5965 
Cayman’s complete dive & watersports operator Beginner through 
Divemaster. Group specials & charters available (w/ Tortuga Divers). 
redsail@candw.ky 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB-LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 899-2582 
Max of |2 divers per boat, || beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 800’ of 


www.redsailcayman.com 


pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the best way to 
relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 


SUNSET HOUSE/SUNSET DIVERS (877) 854-32274 
PADI gold palm resort. GC number one shore dive, diving courses 
at all levels, dive shop, restaurant, bar, photo centre on property. 
www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm skindiver@sunsethouse.com 

THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 

This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury ina diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 
TORTUGA DIVERS (800) 447-0309 
Grand Cayman’s famous East end diving at a luxury full-service 


resort. Complete dive and watersports on _ site. 
tortuga@candw.ky www.morritt.com 
COSTA RICA 

EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 


Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 


packages. dive@divetropical.com 


COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwater 
frontiers... Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 


info@adventureexpresscom 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall 


www.adventu reexpress.com 


and cave diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
www.o-markt.de/scubafun 


TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 

Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers famous 
cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites of the island 
sharks, rays, whale watching. 


FIJI ISLANDS 


BEQA DIVERS www.begadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 


www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 


Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 

The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class resort, 
yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150 
www.jmcfir@aol.com. 

DIVE KADAVU BEACH RESORT 
3833 

FIjl’S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, & 
a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call Landfall 


(800) 525- 


Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 


NAI’A CRUISES FIJI (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji's finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfortable. 
Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 

Fax: (679) 450-566 


www.naia.com. fj 


GALAPAGOS 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive boat. 


explore@naia.com.fj 


We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video available. 
(303) 494-8384 www.aquaticencounters.com 


GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive packages 
and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving—PADI, NAUI cours- 
es and referrals. (945) 489-7749 


ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount airfares, 
& Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. 

www.landfallproductions.com 


HAWAII 


ED ROBINSON'S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 
Visit our website for FREE trial screensaver www.maui-scuba.com 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary in- 
(808) 329-7585 
dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 


KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC/NAUI & SSI. PRO/TDI / 
nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 


tros—photo/video PADI/universal referrals. 


divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 


LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, Lanai 
& Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5H 


143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www.lahainadivers.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii’s largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily boat 
dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, HI 96753 fax: (808) 879-1644 www.mauidiveshop.com 


SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 


seasport@pixi.com www.kauaiscubadiving.com 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 FAX: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5-star 
& NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat dives. 
424 Nahua St. Hon., HI 96815 


HONDURAS—BAY ISLANDS 


CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per per- 
son DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing avail. 

www.bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 
LAS ROCAS RESORT & DIVE CENTER (800) 844-3765 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from the doorstep of your cabin! 
7 nights, 2/3 dives daily, | night dive and more $349 p/p 
www .lasrocasresort.com/skindiver info@lasrocasresort.com 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 2 
fax: (210) 733-7889 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 


ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, |2 boat dives, unlimit- 


boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 


ed shore diving $385pp cuba@tropicohn.com 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. Beach 
house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 
33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB, (504) 455-5407 
in front of the best dive sites on Roatan. 4-star Resort, 6 
nights, 3 dives/meals daily, $450p/p 


www.roatanyachtclub.com 


INDONESIA 


INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 

On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-36 |-753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id  www.comcen.au/~baruna 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea II): 115 ft of luxury live-aboard. June 


email mh@roatanyachtclub.com 


through December 
diveasia@diveres.com 


KARARU DIVE VOYAGES www. kararu.com (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join us 


www.dive-asiapacific.com 


in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 
email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 


KUNGHUNGAN BAY RESORT (800) 433-0799 
Upscale dive resort on renowned Lembeh Strait for ultimate macro 
& critter diving. 5-Night All-inclusive Dive Packages from $985 pp. 
info@adventureexpress.com 


JAMAICA 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
Fax: (876) 973-4875 
www.jamaqua.com 


www.adventureexpreess.com 


night dives, photo and video. 
webedivin@jamaqua.com 


MALDIVES 


#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI...Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with bath. Full 
AIC. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. Discounted air- 
fares. dive@divetropical.com 


M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost: Sanity. Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard, millions of fish, 
great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 


www.manthiri.com 


MEXICO 


VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 3 

PADI 5H, fast new boats, Ist class gear, small groups, multi dive 
discounts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 
info@vallarta-adventures.com 


MEXICO—BAJA 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 


www.vallarta-adventures.com 


watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. Fax: 
(858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 
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CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 


play@cabowatersports.com 


OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and Loreto. 


www.cabowatersports.com 


First-class, personal service, world-class diving. Air/land packages. 


www.outpostravel.com 


RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, 


kayak and eco tours in Baja. 


ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 


(888) 285-1046 


luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 


SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER 
PADI, 
best service. 

(521) 122-7423 


MEXICO—COZUMEL 


BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, per- 


www.scubaja.com 


sonal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 


daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages www.bluebubble.com 


COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA (800) 327-2254 
Dive * Snorkel * Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 


COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—| 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower-rinse 
Rm. LR, DR, |-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, Res-Mgr. 
Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (011) 52-987-2-1007 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a wealth of free 
info/reservations call (01 |) 52-987-2-1007 or write 602 Rafael Melgar, 
P.O. Box 222, Cozumel Q. Roo, Mexico 77600. dive@divetropical.com 


HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C , beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/ bar, 


www.cozumelcaribe.com 


dive shop, best snorkeling.  clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com.mx 


Fax: (529) 872-5877 www.cozumel-hotels.net/club_del_sol/ 


ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW ’'98 = (800) 742-1563 
1BR/!Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 10 
min. walk to beach/town. www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 


PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 

Condos & homes from $350/wk, |-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive &eep 
rental pkgs. 


MICRONESIA 


FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 


www.cozumel-pliz.com 


unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
Fax: (206) 441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” dive up 
to 30 different 
Fax: (691) 330-4253 seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 
TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet of 


magnificent wrecks per week. 


Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #I rated liveaboard. 


info@ adventureexpress.com 


PANAMA 


OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. Rafting, kayaking, 


www.adventureexpress.com 


rainforests. Panama travel specialists. Experienced, personalized 


service. www.outpostravel.com 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving w/ 
pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from $1185/pp 


p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5,7 or || night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ per 
day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited diving 


wiluxury accommodations. 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US for 


www.adventureexpress.com 


information packages video 


(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 


BOMATU DIVING COMPANY 
Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 


including free 


www.aquaticencounters.com 


www.bomatu.com 


small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & 
SERICA.PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 


PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to Milne 
Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or the Malagan 


Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 


RED SEA 


AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; FAX: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5H diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, live- 
aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great locations: 


Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. info@aqua-sport.com 


GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 FAX: (206) 441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 


25 yrs. exp. dive@divetropical.com 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, Daedalus 


www.divetropical.com 


and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and Nitrox avail- 
able. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


SABA 


SABA’S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER + 599 41 62740 
Professional dive shop - two dive boats - pool - 
comfortable quaint Saban style hotel - fine dining 
www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 


SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, El Momo. Each unique w/pool and view. 


Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise www.seasaba.com 


SEY CHELLES 


INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES 

116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C—max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
(800) 443-0799 

www.adventureexpress.com 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


ADVENTURE DIVING/UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 


Galapagos air/land packages available. 
divd@adventureexpress.com 


$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 
divd@adventureexpress.com 


ST. LUCIA 


ANSE CHASTANET RESORT (888) 465-8242 FX: (758) 459-7700 
Scenic & romantic. 49 room hideaway amidst marine reserves, 600 acre 


www.adventureexpress.com 


estate, 2 beaches, prof. scuba centre, spa, mtn biking centre & trails. 
ROMANCE, TRANQUILITY, ADVENTURE www.ansechastanet.com 


ST. MAARTEN 


DIVE SAFARIS (599) 5429-001; FAX: (599) 5428-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. PADI 
Scuba. 


www.thescubashop.net 


OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small Groups. 
Daily boat dives & Lessons. 


courses, referrals, specialties, Discover 


www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris 


Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com www.stmaartendiving.com 





THAILAND 


ANDAMAN SEA: "OCEAN ROVER” LIVEABOARD 

From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. (800) 443-0799 
info@fantasea.net 


M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road Phiket 83130 


M/Y AQUA ONE: LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD: (888) 996-2782 
Cruise in Thailand, Mergui Archipelago, Andaman Islands. 16 paxs 
in 8 ensuite-cabins. E-6, NITROX, friendly crews. 


www.ocean-rover.com 


www.pidcdivers.com 


E-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 
DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 
Fax: (667) 628-4033 www.diveasia.com 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea II): | 15 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 


info@diveasia.com 


8 passengers for personal service 


4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298 skin@phuketdive.net www.phuketdive.net 


TURKS & CAICOS 


S/V 7 OLIVE. ABOARD STAB TC 54’ TR! (FM 374 4331 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun-Scuba- 
Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. _Fax:(649) 941-5510 
info@sailtao.com WWW. Sailtao.com 


U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive pkgs 
fax: (340)693-8720 

cruzbaywatersports@att.net www.cbw-stjohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 

Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 H IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net 


with Westin Resort and private homes. 


www.st-croix.com/diveexperience 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 


Dive pkgs available. www.divelowkey.com 


WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 


REEF & RAINFOREST (800) 794-9767 
Reef & Rainforest is a full service dive and adventure travel company. 
Customized trips for individuals and groups. Let our experience be 


your guide. info@reefrainforest.com | www.reefrainforest.com 


Skin Diver Online 


Activate your Overseas 
Directory website online at 


www.skin-diver.com. 


Receive print & web: 


|2 issues plus 365 days of 
web exposure for 


only $1,175 a year. 





whatever you wanna. It’s cool. 
Think we should wear our fins on 
our feet this time?” On the other 
side, we have, “Ten-hut! This is 
the one and only right equipment 
and the one and only right way to 
wear it! Do not bother to think! 
Salute our fearless exalted infalli- 
ble leader who thinks for you!” 

There’s another approach, 
reflected in “Technical Diving 
Equipment Configuration Based 
on Objective Data and Theory,” 
paper (published in The Undersea 
Journal, written by myself) that 
looks at the equipment question 
based on behavioral theory, the tek 
community’s consensus standard 
and particularly, hard data from 
beta/field trials for a _ tek 
diving course. The paper reports 
whether the observed perfor- 
mance of beta/field trainees 
(n=27), or other data, support or fail to 
support particular gear or configurations. 
Surprisingly (or perhaps not), hard data 
fails to support either extreme. 


HILATIVIOL 


Theory and the test/field trials sup- 

port standardization where interteam 
response times are important, such as air 
sharing and gas shutdown assistance. 
Generally, based on trainee responses in 
simulated emergencies, the data support 
standardizing divers breathing long hose 
and putting the primary first stage on the 
right side of the manifold. Specifically, 
the data support a community standard 
for gas sharing and first stage location— 
but not necessarily breathing long hose 
and primary first stage on the Re That 
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EVER HEAR TWO TEKKERS ARGUING ABOUT GEAR? simply appears to be the emerging 
“Hard plate!” community standard. 
“Soft harness!” 
“Hard plate!” The data do not support the 
“Soft harness!” plate harness over the fabric har- 
‘Tastes great!” ness. There were no performance 
“Less filling!” differences between the systems irre- 


Nothing stands the neck hairs on some tekkers faster than spective of what a subject used. Note 
taking sides on what’s the “right” equipment and configura- __ that the trials involved technical har- 
tion for tek. At one extreme, we have, “Hey, chill. Like,do nesses paired with wing-type BCs, 
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— — not conventional BC jackets. 
til ~=—s While hard plate or fabric 
showed no differences, the data 
do support specific harness 
details, however. 


The data support rigid hip 

D-rings and adjustable 
shoulder D-rings. There were 
noted performance problems 
when a harness lacked these. So, 
while it’s not important whether 
you have a plate harness or a fab- 
ric harness, you probably don’t want one 
of either kind that lacks these. 


TOTALLY? 


The data do not support harnesses 

without adjustable quick release 
shoulder buckles over those that have 
them, nor do the data support having 
only one D-ring per shoulder. No major 
performance differences showed be- 
tween either type. 

Performance data most strongly 
support having adjustable quick release 
shoulder buckles and two D-rings per 
shoulder, but not strongly enough to 


co cylinders. The study involved only 
two cylinders and did not involve 
scootering. 


The data support the need for 

following a formal gas switch 
procedure. All gas switch errors (going 
to the wrong gas) resulted when trainees 
failed to follow the formal switch proce- 
dure they were taught. All failures to 
catch gas switch errors by a teammate 
resulted from both trainees failing to fol- 
low the procedure. No incorrect gas 
switches occurred when trainees fol- 
lowed the procedure. The data also sup- 
port standard markings for stage/deco 
cylinders (name, analyzed content and 
maximum depth). 

There were some other findings, but 
you get the gist: The data support a need 
to standardize the long hose and first 
stage locations, and there are observable 
performance differences in some equip- 
ment details. Some gear aspects, such as 
the hard plate versus the fabric harness, 
did not appear to affect performance one 
way or another. So the data neither sup- 


Science never proves anything. It gathers data that 
supports or fails to support theories. New data may add 
support, or it may refute prior data and cause a theory 
revision. That can happen with equipment configuration 
data, and that’s good. It’s how new ideas replace old. 


justify making them requirements. The 
idea that such buckles are “failure 
points” wasn’t supported by the data. 
There were no failures and at least one 
manufacturer claims it has found zero 
failure incidents in use with these buckles 
on their own or on competitive models. 


The data do not support a standard 

for wearing all stage/deco cylinders 
on one side or on both sides. There were 
no interteam performance problems 
related to gas switch procedures, even 
when teammates differed with one 
wearing cylinders all left and others on 
both sides. However, it was noted that 
trainees need to be consistent as individ- 
uals; confusion resulted several times 
when divers weren’t consistent in where 
they wear high and low oxygen stage/de- 
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port the “anything goes” nor the “only 
one right way” positions. 

Science never proves anything. It 
gathers data that supports or fails to 
support theories. New data may add 
support, or it may refute prior data and 
cause a theory revision. That can happen 
with equipment configuration data, and 
that’s good. It’s how new ideas replace 
old. The unbiased apply the best hard 
data they have, and with respect to 
equipment configuration, that data is 
not supporting the extremes. 

You can bet a few people will cling 
to their extreme equipment views 
despite the hard data. Be patient and 
smile. Remember, there are still 
people who insist that the earth is flat, 
and facts don’t mean anything to 
them, either. 
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Dive In To Earth Day 

The Coral Reef Alliance (CORAL), 
along with other environmental orga- 
nizations, scientists, divers, aquariums 
and students, will be hosting the third 
annual Dive In To Earth Day during 
the week of April 15 to 22, 2002. Last 
year’s event brought together over 
32,000 people and this year even more 
are expected to participate. Events in- 
clude underwater clean-up, fish and 
coral surveys, and aquarium exhibits. 
For a list of activities in your area, visit 
www.coral.org. 


SEASPACE 2002 

The SEASPACE Scuba Diving, 
Adventures Sports and Travel Expo 
will swing into Houston, TX, on June 
8 and 9. This year’s expo will include 
IMAX cinematographer Bob Talbot 
and Andrea Doria wreck expert Gary 
Gentile. More than 200 booths will be 
at the Reliant Arena for participants to 
visit with experts on various outdoor 
sports and exotic travel destinations. 
A swimming pool will be available for 
visitors to try out scuba, snorkeling 
and kayaking. 
For more information, visit www.sea 


space.com or call (713) 467-6675. 


Ocean Fest 2002 

Lauderdale-by-the Sea Chamber of 
Commerce presents Ocean Fest 2002. 
This year’s show will feature over 200 
dive-related exhibits under giant 
tents at the edge of the Atlantic 
Ocean. In addition to the dive ex- 
hibits, there will be food and bev- 
erage vendors, music, fashion 
shows, free seminars and over 
$25,000 in prizes given away. 
For more information, visit 
www.oceanfest.com. 


Jonathan Bird Photo Course 

Emmy Award-winning underwater 
cinematographer and Skin Diver con- 
tributing photographer Jonathan Bird 
is teaching comprehensive underwater 
photography courses in tropical loca- 
tions throughout 2002 and 2003, be- 
ginning in August on the Fuji 
Aggressor. Learn from a pro while div- 
ing the best spots on Earth. 
For more information, visit www.ocean 
scresearch. org /jbird.himl, > 
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Warm water, great visibility, 
tropical marine life! Fewer than 

120 passengers. Call for your 
free Dive Brochure. 6 & 13 day 
OrleleleclimeaticccmicenmWAGLer 





Windjammer 
Barefoot Cruises 





P.O. Box 190120, Dept.# 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119 
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make your diving easier and more fun. Our Reader 
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in a Reader Service card today! 
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LINK 


HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK To access the Skin Diver Link system, simply go to: To receive instant info: 


At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news and infor- “gee ]) Enter your contact information. 

mation from our artis iathe=aed it’s FREE. www.skin-diver.com ) Sect advertiser. 

Skin Diver Link allows you to contact advertisers and click the Skin Diver Link button on the top right corner of 3) Click the SUBMIT INFO REQUEST button. 

directly, then it sends back their information via e-mail. the screen. If you don’t have web access, just call toll free (888) 353-3483, 

It’s that easy! ask for Skin Diver Link and a friendly operator will assist you. 
Thanks! 
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“Looking back, is my love of the ocean that got me into diving; diving caught my 
interest in space; and commercial diving got me into working techniques on how to do 
this stuff. So : eb. 


Hoals and desires, but it all traces 



































this is the culmination of all those 





back to falling in love with the ocean 


at 2 YOUNG AQ.” —wire cernnarat 





NOTHING TD EVER SEEN, HEARD OR 
read about a shuttle launch pre- 
pared me for the real thing. 
Everything happens too quickly. 
Night is instantaneously trans- 
formed into day as the booster 
engines ignite. The incandescent 
light of the rocket exhaust, so 
bright that its image burns into my 
retina, is followed by a long plume 
of dark smoke as the shuttle swift- 
ly soars into infinity. It takes 15 sec- 
onds for the sound to reach us at 
the viewing stand, three miles 
away. When it does, I feel it as 
much as hear it, rumbling deep 
elaottoboehmee(clame RvvomostiolttccMrelce) 
the flight I can see the fiery trails of 
the booster engines at cutoff. At 
eight and a half minutes the space- 
craft is in orbit, a brilliant point of 
light racing through the night sky. 
OWotemoltio)tcomselemastomontaele Mirae 
become blasé about shuttle mis- 
sions, but at Cape Canaveral every 
launch is a happening. STS 
104. was even more special, 
because there was one of us on 
board. Mission specialist Mike 
Gernhardt is a diver, the most 
experienced ever to soar into 
space. A veteran of three previous 
shuttle missions, Mike once was a 
commercial diver and a resort 
instructor, and is a recognized 
authority on decompression theo- 
ry, both in space and underwater. 
He’s been diving since the age of 
eight. It’s his passion, his profes- 
sion and his _ non-traditional 
means of becoming an astronaut. 
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Mike’s inspiration came on early fishing trips to 
Florida with his dad. “It caught me deep in my soul 
as a young kid. Diving was always my motivation and 
almost everything I’ve done was connected with it.” 
He had read Cousteau in third grade and made his 
first dives at Barbuda in the Caribbean. As soon as he 
turned 12, Mike got certified and dived everywhere 
he could in his native Ohio, from stone quarries to 
Lake Erie. 

It was in high school 
physics class that he 
became fascinated with 
the universe. “I put the 
connection between div- 
ing and space together and 
decided I wanted to be an 
astronaut. People told me 
to join the Air Force, but 
my love was the ocean, 
and I wanted to take that 
path. I made decisions 
that wouldn’t preclude me 
from being an astronaut, 
but didn’t just go out and 
get the conventional astro- 
naut resume.” 

Gernhardt’s _ profes- 
sional diving resumé 
began at age 17, working 
the summer as a dive- 
master at Virgin Islands 
Diving School. The owner, Marv Ellis, sent him 
through an NASDS instructor course. After two 
summers of leading tourists on resort dives, Mike was 
ready for new challenges. By this time he was major- 
ing in physics at Vanderbilt University and had done 
an independent study on bubble dynamics, inspired 
by Dr. Christian Lambertsen’s work. ‘Today, bubble 
mechanics is accepted decompression theory, but at 
the time it was a pioneering concept. 

In the summer of 1976, the 20-year-old sophomore 
applied to every commercial diving company in the 
Gulf of Mexico. Intrigued by his research, Jerry 
Evans of Santa Fe International offered Mike a job as 
a tender if he could pass the written test. Despite no 
commercial training, he aced it. It was the start of a 
nine-year career in the oil fields, summers at first, 
then full-time after graduation. “Initially | was a 
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clear water diver, and not into welding and working 
in the mud. Then I got intrigued with the challenge 
and art of getting a construction dive done against 
limited bottom time and a lot of environmental 
stress. As a commercial diver you learn tricks, how to 
cheat and make the dive as easy as you can. Why bust 
your butt if you don’t have to? It’s hard enough any- 
how.” He would eventually adapt some of these tech- 
niques for use in space. 


Astronauts being videotaped” ; 
during an underwater exercise. 


eo 


After graduation, Mike joined Ocean Systems as 
an engineer, repairing oil platforms off the coast of 
Peru. For three years, despite his parents’ reserva- 
tions, he was a full-time diver. “My mom isn’t afraid 
about my going into space, but was scared all the time 
[when] I did commercial diving.” 

In 1980, Mike entered graduate school at the 
University of Pennsylvania, studying under 
Lambertsen, who was also medical director of Ocean 
Systems. For the next 10 years he worked between 
the university and the field, developing and imple- 
menting a variety of decompression tables for com- 
mercial diving. 

When Gernhardt discusses decompression theory, he 
becomes animated, leading the listener into a complex 
maze of technical theory and application at breakneck 
speed. At these times, the interviewer keeps his mouth 
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shut, hoping Mike doesn’t realize how 
far he’s lagging behind. The bottom line 
is that these tables allowed more bottom 
time with shorter decompression and 
more safety. “I learned a lot of 
stuff...firsthand, saw a lot of bends and 
got a good sense for the different 
profiles...had the unique opportunity 
to directly integrate academics and 
Operations...and to work with Dr. 
Lambertsen. The tables we generated are 
being used by Oceaneering 
to.this day.” 

The company was groom- 
ing him for an executive 
position and agreed to pay 
him a retainer while in grad- 
uate school. Combined with 
a dean’s fellowship, this 
allowed amenities beyond 
the reach of a typical gradu- 
ate student, including a nice 
apartment overlooking the 

river,and a Porsche. 

_ Then it was back to work: Mexico, 
South America, the North Sea and 
Southeast Asia, mixed gas and satura- 
tion diving, going as deep as 640 feet. 
Oceaneering International bought 
Ocean Systems in 1983, and assigned 
Mike to the advanced technical group in 
Houston, working on robotics and 
decompression. In conjunction with 
Lambertsen, who continued to be a 
mentor, he developed new tables on 
contract for the British department of 
health and human services. 

But how does a commercial diver 
become an astronaut? By age 29, 
Gernhardt was a vice president at 
_ Oceaneering, heading up special pro- 
jects. He had applied to NASA after 
graduate school, but just missed the 
interview stage. This convinced him he 
needed a Ph.D. He also convinced 
Oceaneering president John Huff to 
form a space division of the company, 
aiming for NASA contracts. Mike gath- 
ered a team of about 70 engineers. “I 
was the old man in this group. Most of 
the kids were 23, 24 and were super- 
stars. My job was to stimulate them 
with ideas. I gave them the ball.” They 

worked on projects like manipulators, 
_umbilicals and cryogenic systems. Mike 
continued his studies of decompression 
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theory and earned his doctorate in 
1991. He applied again for the astro- 
naut corps and this time made the cut. 
“It was tough to leave the company. I 
had this vision of commercial space, 
which 1s still my long term goal.” 

At NASA, Mike continued to apply 
commercial diving techniques to space. 
One innovation was a body restraint 
tether for spacewalks, which allowed 
astronauts to have both hands free. 
Some senior personnel said it would 
never work, but Mike showed how they 
could save 100 hours on assembly 
sequences. It’s now standard issue. 

His current project involves leading a 
multi-center team of decompression 
experts to develop improved decompres- 
sion methods for spacewalks. Using a 
combination of heavy and mild exercise 
combined with oxygen pre-breathing, 
his technique improves safety and cuts 
in half the time required for decompres- 
sion prior to spacewalks. 

Mike had done two spacewalks on 
his previous shuttle missions and 
made three more on STS 104. His 
task was to attach the airlock module 
to the International Space Station. On 
the final walk, he and James Reilly 
became the first astronauts to do Extra 
Vehicular Activities from the airlock. 

“Your whole life you hear that the 
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accept that intellectually. It takes get- 
ting up into space to [see] that. ...I feel 
very much in tune with the ocean. I 
understand [its personality]...I know 
how to work with it. 


“T’ve only spent 1,000 hours or so in 
space and maybe that’s not enough; 
maybe you’ve got to live up there for six 
months to really understand it. Like 
any other environment you have to 
understand the parameters and how to 
work in it. I learned that from commer- 
cial diving and that’s helped me a lot 
with the spacewalks. For me, doing the 
first walks from the space station, using 
the new decompression protocol is like 
the ultimate dive. 

“Looking back, it’s my love of the 
ocean that got me into diving, diving 
caught my interest in space, and com- 
mercial diving got me into working tech- 
niques on how to do this stuff. So this is 
the culmination of all those goals and 
desires, but it all traces back to falling in 
love with the ocean at a young age.” 
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Larry Williamson, 
Inventor of SPARE AIR 


Experience the peace of 
aaliarom car-lare hvaiaremanen 
SPARE AIR gives. Join 
the thousands of safe 
divers world-wide who 
cTallo\vanda(smexe)nalie)aare)i 
knowing SPARE AIR is 


Dis lale ws lerere(slalecmars|e)er-ia be 
lola melomerc(Ulelalmiiiiayelene 
your SPARE AIR. 


Refillable 

Easy to use 

Available in 4 models 

Complete back-up air system 

Now available Next Generation SPARE AIR 
with 20% more air and 20% better breathing 


le SUBMERSIBLE 
SYSTEMS, INC. 






SKX779 
Pressure Vented Strap 


with Stainless Steel Case. 
Black Dial. 








E-mail: info@ submersiblesystems.com 


Submersible Systems, inc. 
_ _, 18072 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 USA 


Available at your focal dive store or cail (800) 648-B1VE. 
Only those whe are properly trained or certified should 
use or operate life support equipment. 
© 2002 Submersible Systems. tac. 

CE Approved. Fested and approved by the US Navy 





or call toll-free: 
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DESIGNER WETSUITS FOR WOMEN 
3535 E. COAST HWY #154 
~ CORONA DEL MAR, CA 92625 
949.338.0748 


Shop for all our suits at: 
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Double locking clasp with extender. 
Stainless Steel Case and Bracelet. 
Orange Dial. 


One way rotating elapsed timing bezel * Screwdown locking crown * Luminous 
hands and markers ¢ 21-jewel self-winding * Day/Date English/Spanish calendar 


EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH DIVEWATCHES.COM 


Buy Online at http:www.DiveWatches.com 
1-800-572-8263 


Factory Authorized Dealer. Three year Seiko U.S. Warranty. 
Fast, FREE Shipping.PADI Divemaster on Staff for your Dive questions. 


Sea Dreams | 


www. V.SEADREAMSWETSUITS. COM 
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www.aquacolor.com. 
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Skin Diver's 
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please call 


323-782-2760 


The LEADER in lightweight trays & 
flexible arms for still cameras & videos 


The only arms with an o-ring 
in the ball for ease of use. 


Call: (805)984-9104 for a catalog 
Visit our website: www.ulcs.com 


YOUR #1 VIDEO 
HOUSING RESOURCE 


LIGHT & MOTION |E AMPHIBICO 
TETRA NAVIGATOR 9 


GATES BAJA [I LIGHT & MOTION 
HOUSING MAKO 


For Sony PC-110 For the Sony DCR PC 110 
works with flipout screen Low Package Price with Camera 


AMPHIBICO 
EXPLORER MV1 


AMPHIBICO 
DIVE BUDDY 
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February 2002 - DIVE SUITS GALORE. 

Neoprene and Nylon Never Looked So 

Good * FREE 2002 CALENDAR INSIDE! — 

Shot Exclusively in St. Vincent & the 

Grenadines *« INDULGE YOURSELF! 5 Supremely Swanky Escapes 

¢ PARADISE AFLOAT! Skin Diver's Essential Guide to 136 Live-aboards 
Worldwide * SILENCE is GOLDEN — Rebreather Training in Belize 

¢ Desperately Seeking Inspiration — How Top Photographers Find It 

¢ Birostris Of Bora Bora. 


January 2002 — The BAY ISLANDS. Sheer walls, playful dolphins 
and...Salva Vida? * 5 Tips to Improve Your Night Photography * THE 
GREAT BARRIER REEF — A true wonder down under « KEY LARGO - A 
national diving treasure * To Live and Dive in Kwajalein « The Best Dang 
Buoyancy Around — A GUIDE TO BCs ¢ Skin Diver's first annual Kona 
Classic Underwater Photography and Art Festival. 


December 2001 — Caribbean Encounters. 7 Islands: From MACRO to MR. 

BIG ‘ ah rat cra INDEX © Strobe mu Kane we eM geil ae 
“ strobes for photographic enlightenment * Holiday Gear Guide « Adrift In The 

www.divegoddess.com sles Of Spice. 

November 2001 — Cool Pools of the Sunshine State * Yee Haw! Aruba’s 

Wreck Rodeo * Royal Reefs — Diving Jordan » Dive and Don’t Get Wet - 

Drysuit Techniques * Gear Bag Roundup! * BONUS Pacific Diver Inside 

¢ Curacao In The Blood Birds, Bats, Turtles and Rays of Cayman 

¢ Snorkeling Sense. 


October 2001 - Dive Atlas of the WORLD * BONUS Southern Diver Inside 

* 6 Little Dive Lights with a Big Punch © The Glamorous Life...Become 

an Instructor - Dive and Get Paid « Western Shores of the Americas - Cocos, 
Socorros and Galapagos ¢ Bathed In Civilization - diving 

the BVI’s * Hawaii 7-0 © Far & Away In Fiji. 


September 2001 - New Shark Dive - Cayman Gets Teeth!; 8 Must-Have Dive 
Computers; The Future of Video-See Inside...; 700 Islands of Adventure - Our 
Guide to THE BAHAMAS; AROUND THE WORLD WITH STEVE, PART 2 - 
Visiting the Gray Gods of TIKI; THE BERMUDA FILES - Diving Wrecks for 
Clues; WHEN 1,000 WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH - How to Create Stories 
with Your Photos. 


August 2001 - Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic Islands of the 
Pacific - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more, Discover LITTLE CAYMAN’s 
Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All Night In Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A Pro 
- Advanced Photo Gear; Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver; 

WYLAND’S NEW COLUMN! Blue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001 - PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 


June 2001 - The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W CAMERA; CAST 
AWAY - in the Untamed Paradise of Western Micronesia; TALES FROM THE 
WALL SIDE - Turks and Caicos; CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit; 
THE OLD NAVY SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a Sweet Spot in the Florida 
Keys; Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND Pacific Dive Guide!. 


May 2001 - BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, Orcas, Great Whites, 
Manatees, Dolphins, Manta Rays; TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST; SEDUCED 
BY THE VIRGINS - The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat 
Photo, Sleep Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, 
Compact Regs. 
















How to look even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: 817.5: 7 @ Fax: 
Web Catalog: sical iW aGOeks com © E-mail: sue@divegoddess. com 





There's more than one way to catch a fish 


SEA & SEA LIGHT & MOTION GATES BAJA SEA &SEA 
NX100 PRO aa HOUSING MX-10 


April 2001 - Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!; Temples Above and Below 
- The Treasures of Belize and the Red Sea; Underwater Dreamscape - The 
Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; BONUS: 
SPECIAL 16-Page Equipment Guide INSIDE}. 


March 2001 - THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO EXPLORE - 
Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & Mysterious - Diving Cubal; 
EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling 
Techniques. 





February 2001 - Romantic Getaways Tahiti, St, Lucia, Hawaii, Belize 

FREE Southern Diver Edition Inside!; start shooting! video gear primer; 
discovering the glory of galapagos; inside the art and mind 

of wyland; a pictorial dive guide of the cayman islands. 








j Mi . ae January 2001 - 50 - fiftieth anniversary issue collector's edition 2001; PLUS: 
Designed for the Nikon F100 Accommodates the Especially designed for © Great starter underwater Complete Reproduction of Skin Diver's First 'ssue Inside; Eric Hanauer - On 
SLR camera. Operational up to Olympus C-2020, C-2040, Sony PC110 or PC 100 camera. The Fulse Of Diving For 50 Years im Chureh : From Fashbulbs To Digital 
He ‘ es ick Icorn on the history of Dive Gear; Famous Alumni: Bonnie J. Cardone 

250 feet. Housings also C-3000, C-3030, C4040 Camcorders. Available with Motor Marine II-EX on the evolution of Dive Travel; The “Last Pinup” - Meeting Bettie Page. 
available for Nikon FO, Nikon and C-3040 Zoom LCD screen open or closed. also available. December 2000 - Jean-Michel Cousteau - A New Voice For The Cayman 
N-80 & Canon Rebel 2000. digital cameras. Islands; around the world with steve - A Three-Year Diving Odyssey; holiday 






gear guide - Cool Dive Stuff; diving the war torn pacific; Tek: Stop 
Decompression Boredom; Photo + hy: The Blues; Reggae Reefs; Side- 
aed Sea Slug; Human Rights. BONUS! Caribbean Dive Guide & Ice Diving 






AMPHIBICO 
NAVIGATOR 900 


LIGHT & MOTION AMPHIBICO 
MAKO PC-110 VH2000 





Call for a free complete list 


Magazines Just $4499 each 


Plus Shipping Charges: 
US...$2.50 each, 
Canada. and Foreign - Call for price 


Same Day Order Processing! 


For Back Issues Only: 


800-429-0106 


863-683-8807 
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM (EST) 
e-mail: info@acsdirect.net 













Especially designed for Sony Designed for Sony 3 Chip — Point & Shoot simplicity. Especially designed for 

PC100 or PC110 Camcorders. VX2000 Camera. Electronic Operational up to 160 feet. Sony TRV900. Available for 
Operational to 330 feet. controls. Lighting & monitor Strobe & accessory lenses most Sony Hi-8, Digital 8 
Infrared controls. available, available. & Mini DV Camcorders. 

Electronic controls. 











We have the largest selection of 
underwater cameras, housings and 
accessories on the East Coast! 
AUTHORIZED CANON & SONY DEALER 













www. Wwieerden Bhs: com 
209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, New York 11701 
800-262-4160 (NY) 631-264-4160 Fax: 631-264-1007 


TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES , LEAVE NOTHING BUT BUBBLES FAIRE AOI EP eS eue 
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Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Quiet: Uncrowded Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


(-8OO-9F66-DIVE 


P.0.B. 2363 © Key Largo ¢ Florida * 33037 
305-451-3252 

Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 

www.silentworldkeylargo.com 
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™ Housing Packages 
Accessories 


» WE'VE GONE CARIBBEAN! 
y Underwater Photo-Tech Caribbean 
599-9-S82-9774 © Fax $99-9-7467-2961 
E-mail: uvphotacarib@attgtobal net 








THE LATEST Underwater ‘hot Tech USA 


vind www.UWp hoto.com 
@ ; fea 603-432-1997 « Fax 603-432-4702 
E-math sales@uwphote.com 
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20mm 





Nexus 





f2.8 dome 





2020 * 2030 ° 3030 ° 3040 ° 4040 


Accessories: 


Batteries, 10 & 20 Gig HD Portable 
Digital Album for all media. 


©‘ e°@to Submerge ‘vith 


Heard on 
over 50 
radio 
stations 
throughout 
US and 
worldwide 
over the 
Internet! 


\e 


wate \\ 
Wor ge 


Strobes, Lenses, 


USA Nexus the Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 


Nexus 


N90 
N80 


F4 


www.UsaNexus.com 


OLYMPUS * Digital 


DIGITAL 


HOT Macro 

















Inon 100 wide lens 






. Get the Urge ("om at 


Ret ; 
cool dive related prizes! 
" @ * It's brought to 
/@. @ you by: 


ae «The World’ First Radio show 
Devoted CO Diving from 3-5pm EST or to 


. diving news and 


\ /, information. 
Call in to participate in 


discussions about dive sites, 
new gear, liveaboards, 
shark diving, and more. 
Plus you'll hear interviews 
with diving legends and have 
the opportunity to win lots of 


Listen live every Saturday 


COM worldwide over the Internet. 


Skin Diver 


dive right | vw 
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bvidiving.com 
galapagosdiving.com 
800-648-3393 
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DIRECTORY 


INTERNET 


INTERNET DIRECTORY 


DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 
SCUBA DO RAG 
htp:/Avww.scubadorag.com 
e-mail: cococheznaynay@vnet.net 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www.leisure-pro.com 

e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 

APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 

DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 

e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://www.divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@divers-supply.com 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 

http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto fi 


EMPLOYMENT 
CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


GUIDES / 
PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 
HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 
http://www.scubamex.net 

e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 
UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www.keywestcargo.net 

e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 

RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS & SALES 
http://www.gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http:/(www.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 
http://www.berger-bros.com 

e-mail: webmaster@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 
e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 
CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR 

& GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 

e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 
e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 

http://www. pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http://www.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


TECHNICAL 
DIVE INC 
http://www.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


TRADE SHOWS 

OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http:/Awww.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


TRAINING, 
CERTIFICATION 
DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www. hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www.pdic-intl.com 

e-mail: info@pdic.com 


TRAVEL 

AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 
ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 
e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see 
your listing on the web: www.skin-diver.com (see 
Travel, Directories, Internet). For more info call Heidi 
at (858) 488-8677 ¢ 12 issues: $505 


AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 
AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT - CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www.beaconharbor.com 
e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIK! CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 
http://www.biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www.blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE - 

BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www. bonbinidivers.com 

e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www. brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE - EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS - BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 

e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 








DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http:/Awww.donfosters.com 

e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 

EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 

e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 

FANTASY DIVERS - OCEAN ROVER DIVING 
CRUISES 

http://www. fantasea.net 

e-mail: info@fantasea.net 

FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 

http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 

HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 

e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 

e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www.lajollacove.com 

e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www.braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www. lookoutlodge.com 

e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 

MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://(www.mauidiveshop.com 

e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 

e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www. peterhughes.com 

e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 

e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 

RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 

RUM POINT INN - BELIZE 

e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 


SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 

e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 

SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 
SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE - BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB - BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 

TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 

WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
DIVE TOURS 
http://www.divetours.org 

e-mail: info@divetours.org 
LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www. landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADV. TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


GRAND PRIZE: 
The winner's photo on the 
cover of the December 2002 
issue of Skin Diver 
magazine!* 


Skin Diver's 
Second Annual 
Cover Shot Contest 
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Katherine Smith dreamed 
of seeing her image on 
the cover of Skin Diver... 
Her dream came true...are 
you next? 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry 
fee of $5 (check or money order). Multiple 
entries will be accepted. Each image submitted 
must be accompanied with an entry fee. Clear- 
ly mark each slide with location information, 
and with name and address. Vertical, 35 mm 
slides or medium format transparencies are 
preferred. DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 
15, 2002. Send to: Skin Diver Cover Contest, 
Attn: Editor, 6420 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles, 
CA 90048-5515 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. 
The editors of Skin Diver will select five 
finalist images. These images will be posted 
on Skin Diver Online by August 1, 2002, and 
Skin Diver readers will help select the win- 
ner. Runner-up photos will be featured in the 
December 2002 issue. 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will 
include a first-time use payment of $800. Each submission 
becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos will not be 
returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged sub- 
missions, Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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By Fred Bove, M.D., PH.D. 
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I NOTICED A RECENT SPATE OF QUERIES FROM CANCER 
survivors who want to learn sport diving or return to div- 
ing after treatment. We have learned to cure many forms 
of cancer and return cancer survivors to normal lives. 
The diagnosis of cancer does not end your diving career. 
Breast, prostate and colon cancer are common forms of 
cancer that can be cured by a combination of surgery, 
chemotherapy or both. These and other forms of cancer 
occur in men and women who are active 
divers. They are not just diseases of old age. 
Breast Cancer Having this diagnosis 
means that a woman will undergo a combi- 
nation of surgery, radiation and chemotherapy. The 
surgery can remove a lump or a breast, and can include 
the muscles of the chest underlying the breast and 
lymph glands in the axilla (armpit area). The earlier the 
disease is detected, the less extensive the surgery will be. 
Mammography is the best screening method for early 
detection, but all women should perform self examina- 
tions even if they undergo screening with mammogra- 


phy. After surgery, there is usu- 
ally a period of chemotherapy or 
radiation. Whenever surgery 1s 
done, physical rehabilitation 
should follow for three to four 
months to restore function to 
the arm and shoulder muscles. 
For divers, swimming should be 





Diving After Cancer 


included in the exercise program. Chemotherapy and 
radiation for all forms of cancer causes a loss of 
appetite, fatigue and loss of endurance. 

Prostate Cancer Similar rules apply for return to 
diving after treatment with surgery, radiation or 
chemotherapy. The amount of surgery is related to early 
detection, which is made possible by a blood test, the 
Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA). Physical conditioning 
can usually be started three months after therapy 1s com- 
pleted. Check with the surgeon to be sure you are ready 
for exercise after surgery. During the time that 
chemotherapy or radiation is being administered, most 
patients do not want to exercise heavily, but once com- 
pleted, the unpleasant side effects depart within two to 
three months, and exercise can be started in order to 
return to good physical condition for diving. 

Colon Cancer This is treated by combined surgery 
and chemotherapy. Here again, early detection makes a 
tremendous difference in both the odds for survival 
without recurrence and the severity of the therapy. 
Screening for colon cancer involves testing the stool for 
blood, and undergoing an endoscopic examination 
where a thin tube is inserted into the colon through the 
rectum to visualize the inner lining. In addition to the 
need to regain physical fitness, some patients require a 
permanent colostomy, whereby the colon is connected 
to an external collection bag on the abdomen. Even a 
colostomy does not end a diving career. I have personal- 
ly witnessed two divers who managed their colostomy 
without a problem during diving. The colostomy 


We have learned to cure many forms of 
cancer and return cancer survivors to 
normal lives. The diagnosis of cancer 
does not end your diving career. 


requires special care to be sure that the seal does not 
leak when submerged and that gases do not get trapped 
and over expand the colostomy bag during ascent. 

The clear message about cancer is that the chance of 
a cure is excellent, but requires detecting the cancer 
early. Reporting periodically to your physician for can- 
cer screening is essential to surviving the effects of this 
curable disease. ** 
Learn more about diving medicine at www.scubamed.com. 


PHOTO: ERIC HANAUER 
















CORAL REEFS SHOWCASE SUCH AN INCREDIBLE ARRAY OF 
natural wonders that, all too often, new divers race about the 
reef in an enthusiastic attempt to take in everything, and 
regrettably, in their haste, often fail to notice anything 
clearly. And, even more unsettling, I have heard novices, with 
less than a dozen dives to their credit, confess after surfacing 


that they saw nothing of interest at all while underwater. 
Fortunately, there is a sure-fire remedy for never experiencing 
a boring dive: first, purchase a marine life identification book at 


In an uncharacteristic move for hermit 
crabs, this one had wandered from 
its normal hermitage of a shell and 

taken up residence in a piece of 
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The High- rise Hermit Crab 
















your favorite dive store 
and second, adopt the cun- 
ning of a wildlife stalker. 
A prime ploy of every 
skilled hunter is to remain 
motionless for periods of 
time—a simple tactic that 
dramatically increases an 
observer’s ability to 
notice even the slightest 
movements. When em- 
ploying stealth on the reef 
hundreds of hitherto 
hidden or camouflaged 
creatures begin popping 
into focus. Many delight- 
ful little critters give 
themselves away with the 
flick of a fin, twitch of an 
antenna or an emerging 
head—subtle movements 
that would be lost to 
roving eyes. 

On our way back to 
shore from a night dive at 
the Old Town Pier in Bonaire, my 
wife Anna and I, long 
schooled in the patient 
approach to critter hunt- 
ing, settled on the outskirts 
of a shallow rubble pile to 
see what we might see. I 
switched off my hand light 
and together our eyes 
followed Anna’s beam as it 

nies swept the bottom. On the 

third pass, the light stopped fast, 
Anna elbowed me lightly and eased 
forward. I followed. I was two feet 
away when I finally spied the flutter- 
ing antennas of a tiny blue-eyed 

hermit crab bathed in Anna’s beam. 
What a surprise! Instead of taking 
. Bs Se up residence inside an abandoned 
gastropod shell, which is the custom- 
ary choice of housing for 
this group of decapods, 
the hermit had, for some 
peculiar reason, inserted 
its abdomen into the 
hollow end of what 

appears to be a 6-inch piece of petrified antler coral. 

At first the little crab made an awkward attempt to escape 
the intruding light by slowly dragging its oversized load 
through the silt. Then, with the strength of Atlas, the 
mighty-mite flipped the monolithic mobile home on end and 
scurried off into the dark, balancing the weight of the world 
on its shoulders. 


petrified antler coral. 
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BY NED AND ANNA DELOACH 
WITH PAUL HUMANN 
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BY SCOTT DS. J OMES 


A look at those who helped define diving and continue to push it forward. 


The Unlimited Dave Inman 

A 30-YEAR VETERAN OF THE DIVE INDUSTRY, DAVE 
Inman is the founder and owner of Divers Unlimited 
in Pembroke Pines, FL. From the moment he opened 
this PADI 5-star training facility, Dave knew his 
approach to the business of diving had to be “cutting 
edge,” and he’s proven his theory successful. Divers 
Unlimited has been recognized consistently for excel- 
lence in diver education, programming and developing 
future leaders for the dive industry. 

Throughout his career, Dave also realized that a key 
element of dive retailing is keeping divers active. ‘To 
help accomplish this, Dave supplemented his retail 
and training operation by building and operating dive 
resorts throughout the Caribbean in the 1970s and 
1980s. In addition to Divers Unlimited, Dave is also 
president and owner of Biscayne National 
Underwater Park, Inc., which provides diving ser- 
vices and equipment for Biscayne National Park in 

South Florida. 

P Today, Dave 

é : continues to be 

, a leader in the 

dive retailing 

community 

through his 

involvement 

with trade 

associations 

and _ retailing 

groups. He 

is a frequent 

source of information for environmental, legal and training 
organizations. 
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Pat Hammer’s Underwater World 
Pat HAMMER’S LOVE FOR SCUBA DIVING IS EASY TO SEE FROM THE MOMENT YOU MEET HIM. A ‘TRUE DIVING 
professional who opened his first dive store in 1974, he’s been heavily involved in dive retail- 

ing ever since. Since that first store, Berry’s Scuba, Pat has opened additional outlets in 
Georgia and Florida. He currently operates a pair of highly successful Instructor 
Development Centers in [linois and is an active PADI Course Director. 

For the past three years, Pat has served on the Board of Directors for the Diving 
Equipment Marketing Association (EMA), the industry’s trade organization. This 
position provided Pat with the opportunity to continue his quest to teach people about 
scuba diving and also provide a way for dive retailimg and training to efficiently grow 
across the United States. “f enjoy watching people’s faces light up when they try scuba 
for the first time,” he says. 

In addition to creating several distinctive specialty courses, Pat is the owner of the 
Our World Underwater scuba show in Chicago. This show, in its 32nd year, 1s one 


feet eae ie eee easement toes NG ASSOCIATION (DEMA) 








’ COURTESY DIVERS UNLIMITED: 





of the largest scuba gatherings in the Midwest. Despite his busy schedule, Pat : 
still enjoys teaching occasional classes, including a recent group of handi- a 
capped children, and says, “It was great giving them some excitement in their i 
lives through scuba.” 5 
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BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 





Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 
roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving of today. 


Man’s First Dive in the North Pole 


Dr. Joseph B. MacInnis, Canadian diving scientist and published author, was 
obsessed with diving the North Pole. In January 1976, MacInnis wrote for Skin 
Diver a recreation of the first-ever U/W exploration of this frozen region. In 
1974, MacInnis and his photographer, Rick Mason, slipped beneath a thick 
ceiling of white 450 miles from the Canadian shore. Wandering in the “most 
hostile environment on earth,” the men searched to 
discover an “unseen portion of the planet.” After 
losing his $300 wide-angle lens to a 2-mile jour- 
| ney to the bottom and feeling the aches of flame- 
ae 2 ow cold water penetrating his suit, the men surfaced. MacInnis 

ae | led three more explorations of the North Pole. His photographer summed it up 
best through a frost-ladened beard when he said, “That was indeed the 
damnedest experience ever.” 






























Rock-a-Bye-Fishy ? 


Do fish sleep? In the May 1962 issue, contributor David Gunston set out to 
answer this question once and for all. Turns out that although fish lack eyelids, they 
do sleep “‘at least for some part of their lives.” Lampreys, for example, attach them- 
selves to a stone in swift current to take a wee-bo-peep. Basking sharks sometimes lie 
belly-up at the surface, catching rays on their bellies while they slip away to dream- | 
land. ‘Triggerfish like to sleep head downward, and just in case you were wondering, 
most wrasse prefer to turn on their sides. There’s even a small 
wrasse in Bermuda that is said to pull the covers over its head 
before snoozing by diving into the sand and wiggling until it 
buries itself at the bottom. All you can see is a lump of sand— 
breathing. So when your goldfish at home looks a little glazed over 
and refuses to respond to your annoying, persistent taps on the 
tank, show a little courtesy, Goldie needs its beauty rest. 











In case you’re curious about whether or not you could survive crossing the 
Atlantic in a 14-foot kayak... without more than a few cans of condensed milk, a 
trident (not of the cinnamon variety) and a speargun...in 76 days...turn to the 
Skin Diver July 1957 issue. A German scientist, Dr. Hannes Lindemann left Las 

Palmas in the Canary Islands in his little dugout canoe, rigged spare paddles for 
masts and an inflated rubber outrigger, and successfully set anchor over two 
months later at the Virgin Island of St. Thomas. Why’d he do it? To see if 
he could, first of all; then of course to find answers to scientific inquiries 
such as: “‘Can sea water be drunk in any dilution whatsoever for survival?” No. 
“Is it possible to retard or suppress sleep drunkenness or fatigue drunken- 
of ™ ness?” Uh, no. “Is it possible to subside the feeling of intense panic ‘to the 
” point of throwing things over the side,’ including yourself?” That'd be...no. 
| Glad we could clear that up for you. ** 
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SOME OF MY MOST MEMORABLE (AND 
unexpected) underwater experiences 
have involved seals and sea lions. These 
experiences have usually been of two 
varieties: male animals defending their 
territory and females being playful. 

An example of the first occurred sev- 
eral years ago while diving off the coast 
of Maine. While photographing a lob- 
ster, I suddenly felt myself pinned to the 
bottom by a large animal lying on top of 
me. Turning my head around as far as 
possible, I saw that it was a male Grey 
Seal. He was easily three times my 
weight, and there was little I could do to dislodge 
him. I decided it was best to relax, allowing him to 
establish his dominance over me. He proceeded to 
do this by taking my arm in his mouth (his teeth 
looked about three inches long), followed eventual- 
ly by my leg. He didn’t actually bite me; he just 
made it clear that he could have, if he had wanted 
to. After one last insulting tug on my fin, he swam 
off. My wife Gayle, who had observed my humili- 
ating ordeal, thought it was absolutely hilarious. 

More recently, I had an encounter of the second 
kind. During a dive at North Seymour Island in the 
Galapagos, I was photographing a group of red sea 
stars on the sandy bottom. Seemingly from out of 
nowhere, a young female sea lion appeared and 
made several close passes—investigating me or, 
perhaps, trying to get my attention. She eventually 
picked up one of the sea stars I had been pho- 
tographing and, holding it gently in her teeth, 
looked right into my mask for a second or two. 

She then swam up toward the surface, turned a 
somersault and swam back down, still holding onto 
to the sea star. She swam up again, this time drop- 
ping her “toy,” which floated back down toward the ” 
bottom. Before the sea star landed, she swooped sue and 
grabbed it once more in her mouth. I could not believe my 
luck—not only was all of this happening right in front of me, 
but I even had the right lens on my camera! 

Female sea lions are notoriously playful animals. Many divers 
have observed them playing with driftwood, bubbles, stones 
and a variety of non-food animals such as Marine Iguanas. Of 
course, observing this behavior and capturing it on film are two 
very different things; sea lions are extremely agile and fast- 
moving underwater and do not ordinarily pose for pictures. 


DIVETALES 





Every day, divers are humbled by the sheer exhilaration of encountering marine life. From curious 
Calico Bass and playful dolphins, to sleek sharks and heart-stopping Humpback Whales—to be in their 
midst is the “stuff” of diving. So, each month, Skin Diver guest writers will relive their unique moments 


under the sea, leaving us at the edge of our seats and aching to get back in the water. 
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Seal Appeal 


When the performance ended, she gently dropped the 
sea star to the sandy bottom, gave me a brief look as though 
waiting for applause, then swam off. I had been the 
recipient of a free front row ticket to an underwater 
ballet, performed by one of the most graceful animals 
in the sea. “8 — py Davip HALL 
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700 Islands, 
Discover Our Diversity at www.baha 


Need Information Now? Visit BahamasDiving.com To See Our Complete On-Line Dive Guide, aaa What 
Others Say About The Bahamas, or Request a FREE Diving CD-ROM or Dive Guide! 


2 Oceans, Thousands of Dive Sites... 


Only Minutes ie MSR 
























ABACO SAN SALVADOR: 


Brendal’s Dive Center International 800-780-9941 Riding Rock Resort 800-272-1492 
Dive Abaco Ltd. 800-247-5338 GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT 

Froggies Out Island Adventures Ltd. 242-366-0024 Grand Bahama Scuba 242-373-6775 
Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures 800-513-5257 Sunn Odyssey Divers 242-373-4014 
ANDROS UNEXSO (Underwater Explorers Society) 800-992-DIVE 
Seascape Inn 242-369-0342 Xanadu Undersea Adventures 800-327-8150 

_ $mall Hope Bay Lodge 800-223-6961 NEW PROVIDENCE/NASSAU 

BIMi NI Bahama Divers Ltd 800-398-DIVE 
Bill & Nowdla Keefe's Bimini Undersea 800-348-4644 Custom Aquatics Ltd. 242-362-1492 
Scuba Bimini 800-848-4073 Dive Dive Dive 800-368-3483 
CAT ISLAN Diver's Haven 242-393-0869 
Greenwood Dive Center & Resort 242-342-3053 Nassau Scuba Centre 888-962-7728 
ELEUTHERA/HARBOUR ISLAND Stuart Cove's Dive Bahamas 888-788-2683 
Valentines Dive Center 242-333-2080 3 89 A BDARDS 

CXUMA Aqua Cat Cruises 888-327-9600 
Exuma Dive Center & Watersports 800-874-7213 Blackbeard's Cruises 800-327-9600 
Exuma Scuba Adventures 800-525-2210 Bottom Time Adventures 800-234-8464 
Peace & Plenty 800-525-2210 Cat Ppalu Cruises 800-327-9600 
LONG ISLAND Nekton Diving Cruises 800-899-6753 
Stella Maris Inn 800-426-0466 Ocean Explorer, Inc. 800-338-9383 
Cape Santa Maria Beach Resort 800-663-7090 Sea Dragon 954-522-0161 


Want more Info? Visit www.BahamasDiving.com Sea Fever Diving Cruises 800-443-3837 
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Bahama Divers 


800-398-DIVE 
Ph: 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, 
Blue Hole, Wrecks, 
Reefs, Night Dive. Dive Shop: Full Line-US Divers, 
Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals 

PADI 4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 
bahdiver@coralwave.com © bahamadivers.com 





Dive Abaco 


242-367-2787 
800-247-5338 
Fax: 242-367-4779 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 
1978! Full service dive 
center/boutiques at Abaco Beach 
and Conch Inn Resorts. SCUBA and snorkel protected 
preserves! Magnificant marine life, reefs, tunnels, cav- 
erns, night, shark and wreck dives. Uncrowded diving. 
dive@diveabaco.com © www.diveabaco.com 





UNEXSO 


800-992-DIVE (3483) 
954-351-9889 


Visit the all new UNEXSO 
New Facilities and amenities 
New 1350 room $400M 

Our Lucaya Beach and Golf Resort adjacent to UNEXSO 
New jet air service to Grand Bahama Island 

from 25 gateway cities 

Exciting Dolphin, Shark, Wreck & Reef Dives 
Shopping and Kodak film processing center 
unexso.com 





Riding Rock Inn 
800-272-1492 


Riding Rock Inn Resort & 
Marina * San Salvador 
Island, Bahamas* Miles of 
Wall Diving. Three boat 
dives a day. Beautiful Oceanfront Rooms. 50 plus 
Sights. Unparalleled Visibility. 

U-W Photo/Video Center. Call today. 
info@ridingrock.com © www.ridingrock.com 





stella Maris Resort Club, 
Long Island, Bahamas 


800-426-0466 
954-359-8238 


Dive famous Shark Reef. 
Pristine Conception Wall. 
World’s deepest Blue Hole. 
Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Summer Dive Special! Enjoy our Hotel Rooms and 
1-2-3&4 Bedroom cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, 
sailing, biking. And more! 

smrc@stellamarisresort.com ¢ stellamarisresort.com 


Stellen Naris 





Valentines Dive Center, 
Harbour Island, 
Bahamas 


877-211-7617 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to 
pristine coral reefs, walls, 
grottos and drift dives. PADI 
dive courses, snorkeling, boat charters and 
watersports. Great hotel and dive packages. 
World’s best beaches. 


info@valentinesdive.com ¢ www.valentinesdive.com 





© SD/AD 0201 




















LAND<:SEX 


Digital Underwater Camera System 
200 ft/60m 


s Cel Darel are cla) (0) A 
é | Shoot, view, keep or delete, 
with the One-Button Operation. 
Never have a bad picture again. 
Land & Sea exposure programs. 
Expandable with all SeaLife® accessories. 















Send family and friends e-mails instead of postcards. 


The SeaLife® ReefMaster® Digital will-revolutionize underwater photography. 





NSN ReefMaster’ 


SportDiver® ReefMaster°RC ReefMaster°RC PRO ReefMaster® Digital ReefMaster® DC PRO |‘D) I SG I I AN LL | 


100 ft - $99.95* 165 ft - $189* 165 ft - $419* 200 ft - $549* 200 ft - $779" 


From film to digital, easy to use and even easier to expand! — ‘Suggested retail price www.sealife-cameras.com | 





